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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

The packet ship Sheffield, at New York, brings 
Liverpool papers to the 5th June, inclusive. 

Itis stated that new complications have sprang 
up inthe sulphur question, and that the British 
governinent had resolved on sending six ships of 
the line to Naples. A French squadron of the 
same force was also to proceed thither. 

The Times is severe on lord Palmerston, for 
deferring the address of the Poles of Cracow, who 
callon the British parliament to protect them in 
their liberties as guaranteed by the congress of 
Vienna. 

A violent riot had taken place in Limerick. The 
people came into town in immense numbers, carry- 
ing poles with loaves of bread on them, and crying 
out “down with the forestallers.”” They seized a 
number of carts and wagons, and emptying them 
of their provisions, threw them into the riyer.— 
The military were obliged to be called in. 

Money market, London, June 4.—Very little has 
been done in the share market; prices are nearly 
the sane—if any thing, a shade lower. Last price 
of consols, 623-4 to7-8. At one time they were 
as high as 93 for money. 

Tea.—The market rather firmer in consequence 
of the news from China. Company’s congous 
closed at 23. Id. perlb. buyers cash. 

Bullion.— Within these tew days there have been 
shipped at this port, for Calais, 103,000 ounces of 
silverand 1,000 ounces of gold. 

[ Dover Chronicle. 

Corn market, Liverpool, June 2.—During the past 
Week the weather has continued as favorable as 
possible; and the millers and dealers have bought 
very cautiously for their immediate wants, but 
there has been a good demand for foreign wheat for 
Ireland, and sales have thus been made toa fair 
extent ata decline of 2d. to 3d. per 701b. Flour 
has also been sold at about 6d. to Is. per sack and 
per barrel lower. Oats have been sold 1d. to 2d. 
per 45 lb.; oatineal 6d. to 1s. per 240 lb. and barley 
2d. to3d. per 60 Ib. lower; Indian corn has been 
eagerly bought up for the Irish market at an ad- 
vance of Is. to 23. per quarter. 

The only alteration in the duties of grain, from 
foreign ports, since Friday last is a reduction of 1s. 
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ing the duty of 16s. 8d. Some sales of very large 
parcels of flour, in bond, have been effected at 
25s. to 25s. 6d. and in small quantities at 26s. per 
barrel; oats, in bond, in very limited demand at 3s. 
8d. to 3s. 9d. per 45 lb. 

Liverpool corn exchange, Tuesday, June 3.—At 
this morning’s market, sales of wheat were made 
toa fair extent, at adecline of 2d. to 3d. per bushel 
fromthe prices of thisday week. There wasa 
moderate sale for. American flour at a reduction of 
6d. per barrel. Trish flour is still much neglected, 
although offering at low prices. 

FRANCE, 

Paris was on Tuesday visited by a tremendous 
thunder storm, which still continued at the depar- 
ture of the mail. 

Adiiral Baudin isto proceed to Buenos Ayres, 
clothed with military and diplomatic powers to 
terminate the differences with the Argentine re- 

ublic. 

' The French line of steamboats to the West In- 
dies, is to start from Bordeaux; the Mexico line, 
from Marseilles. 

The French chamber of duputies voted on 
Monday last the supplemental grant (540,000 
francs) for unforeseen expenses arising out of the 
differences between the French government and 
Buenos Ayres. 

The Moniteur denies that the retreat of the 
French army from Teniah had been so disastrous 
as the opposition papers represented it, but it had 
obviously been a calamitous one. 

Coffin for Napoleon.—The administration of the 
pompes funebres is now preparing the coffin which 
is to receive at St. Helena the mortal remains of 
Napoleon. It is to be of solid ebony, in the shape 
of the ancient sarcophagi, and large enough to en- 
close the coffins in which the Emperor lies at St. 
Helena, so that his ashes may not be disturbed.— 
The funeral pall isin velvet, strewed with gold 
bees, and bordered with a broad band of ermine; 
at each corner is to be placed an eagle, embroider- 
ed in gold, and surmounted with the impérial crown. 

The Naples question.—M. Thiers, prime minis- 
ter of France, said in the chambers, in reply to 
an inquiry made, that he considered this the most 
serious subject now pending—that France had of- 
fered her mediation and would protect her inte- 
rests. He also said that French vessels of war had 
been ordered to repair to Naples. M. Thiers said 
the French government considered the sulphur mo- 
nopoly unjust; and had demanded its abolition. In 
relation to improper treatment of Frenchinen in 
Switzerland, that would be attended to as soon as 
the present treaties expired. In regard to Pas- 
sages, (Spain), M. Thiers said it was shortly to be 
evacuated. Astothe insult at Mauritius, to the 
Frenéh flag by a madman, the English govern- 
inent had exhibited the most conciliatory tone on 
the occasion. Tothe persecutions of the Jews at 
Damaseus, M. Thiers said the French consul there 
was at the time a perfect stranger. 

Paris, Bourse, June 3d,3} P. M.—Five per cents 
118f. 40c.; Threes 85f. 60c. 

M. Alfred de Vigny, author of Cing Mars, mar- 
ried an English lady, who has come into posses- 
sion of a fortune of £160,000. 

PRUSSIA. 

The report of the death of the king of Prussia is 
stated by the London Times of June 4th to have 
been premature. 

RUSSTA. 

The last advices from Trebizond announce new 
successes of the Circassians over their Russian in- 
vaders. Nine forts had fallen into their power, and 
the tworemaining would have experienced the same 
fate, but for the timely arrival of two Russian ships 
of the line. The Circassians gave the Russians no 
quarter, and in the fort of St. Nicholas alone 1,000 
inen were put to the sword. 

The emperor of Russia had given orders to the 
first secrectary of legation at Rome, M. ce Kriw- 
zoff, to place under a peculiar system of control the 
Russian artists studying ip that capital. 

SPAIN. 

The Carlists in their last mountain fastness in 
Spain, have met with more reverses. Their fort of 
Beigs has surrendered, and they have also evacuat- 
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ed Benicarlo, Uldecona, Aleazarand Montan. Gen. 
Cordova, it appears, has falleu in battle. His re- 
mains arrived at Cadiz on May 19th. The cham- 
ber of deputies at Madrid, bave passed the bill au- 
thorising bonds for 200,000,000 of reals at 54 per 
cent. as recommended by the former minister San 
Millan. The fort of San Pedro has fallen into the 
hands of the queen’s troops. 
TURKEY. 

The Turkish ambassador, Nourri effendi, arrived 
at Havre from London, in the Phenix steamer, on 
Monday last, with a suite of 18 persons. 

The Levant mail, due in Paris this day, has been 
anticipated by an arrival via Vienna, which brings 
Coristantinople news to the 15th ult. inclusive, from 
which it would appear that the Turkish govern- 
ment persisted in the march of improvement it had 
lately taken up. Halil Pasha Seraskier, son-in-law 
of the late sultan Mahmood, and of course brother- 
in-law of the present sultan, has, it appears, been 
dismissed from his distinguished post, for (if we 
read rightly) some offence against morality, calcu- 
lated to bring the government into contempt. The 
effect of this laudable proceeding is however, marr- 
ed by the appointment of a successor to himn— 
Mustapha-Nourri, a man formerly dismissed from 
office for countless extortions. 

The prince of Orange left Constantinople on the 
15th. 

AFRICA. 

Ata public meeting recently held in London, 
Mr. Sturge stated, that of 17,205 barrels of gunpow- 
der, exported in 1835, from Liverpool, more than 
16,000 were destined for Africa, to be used in the 
internal wars to be carried on to supply the slavers 
with victims. 

CHINA. 

The Thomas Coutts, which sailed from China on 
the 4th of February, had reached the cape of Good 
Hope, on her way to London. She brings intelli- 
genee that the Chinese were determined to resist all 
attempts at accommodation, except on their own 
terms. They had purchased some ships, with the 
intention of arming them, and manning them for the 
approaching war with Great Britain. 

BRAZIL. 

The barque Douglass arrived at New York on 
Sunday, in 28 days irom Rio de Janeiro. An at- 
tempt had been made in the assembly at Rio to vote 
the young emperor of age, and thus put him in 
possession of the reigns of government. The at- 
tempt failed by a majority of two votes only. 

BRITISH GUIANA. 

Guiana papers of the 2d May have been received 
in Liverpoo!, furnishing interesting details of the 
prosperity of the British Guiana laborers. It ap- 
pears that the laborers of the plantations Annan- 
dale and Lusignan, bad jointly purchased a plan- 
tation on the east coast of the Demarara river for 
$50,000, to be paid for in silver in the course of a 
fortnight. 

Extension of British authority. A gentleman re- 
cently from Upper California, states that a British 
surveying party were busily engaged in surveying 
the coast in that vicinity. [Jour. Com. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

A letter received by the secretary of the Bedford 
Commereial Insurance company, from James R. 
Clendon, dated Bay of Islands, February 18, states 
that that port had been formally declared a British 
colony on the 30th January last, and a governor and 
staff, consisting of a collector of customs, civil ma- 
gistrates, surveyor general, &c. &c. had arrived 
there, and respectively issued proclamations of their 
authority. [New Bedford Mercury. 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

Interesting discoveries. The New York Express 
has letters from Gautemala of the 26th =f from 
which it appears that our charge des affairs, John L. 
Stevens, esq. and his travelling companion, Mr. 
Catherwood, in pursuance of the objects of their 
mission, have visited Quiragua, and there, among 
numerous other ancient relics, have discovered the 
following: One statue, 10 feet bigh, lying upon the 
ground. One ditto 10 1-2 feet high, lying upon the 
ground, face looking towards the heavens. One 
ditto 26 feet high, inclining similar to the steeple or 
tower at Pisa. A monument 23 feet high, perpene 
dicular, in the form of anobelisk, full of hierogly- 
phics,with a human statue cut upon its top,and hag 





some figures in its hands. Another statue 9 feet 
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high, representing a woman. One other statue 19 
feet high, representing on one side the figure of a 
woman, on the other a inan, in good preservation.— 
Another, the head of a giant, 6 feet in diameter.— 
Two altars, most elegantly sculptured. One obe- 
lisk, 12 feet in height. Four other monuments in 
distinct places, one of which is of a circular form, 
and wpon a small eminence formed of stones, appa- 
rently brought from the river. In the centre be- 
tween these four monuments, there is a huge round 
stone, which is wholly covered with hieroglyphics 
and inscriptions; beneath the stone are two human 
heads, covered nearly with vegetation, upon which 
the stone rests. 

The above monuments are found about 3,000 feet 
from the river Montagua. The time of Messrs. 
Catherwood and Stevens being short, they were 
unable to make more discoveries in that place; but 
they are satisfied that these monuments, &c. can be 
removed and taken tothe United States of America, 
which is their intention; while those of Palenque are 
so far in the interior, it would be impossible to re- 
move them. We also learnthat the human figures, 
and the ornaments which appear about them, are 
all similar to those of Palenque. In fact, this we 
consider only as a prelude to what we shall expect 
from these distinguished, persevering and scientific 
travellers. 

From Quiragua, the travellers intended to pass to 
Quiche, and thence to the splendid ruins of Pa- 
lenque, in the province of Chiapas, Mexico. 

FROM THE PACIFIC. 

' The Journal of Coinmerce says, a correspondent, 
under date of Panama, May 29th, informs us that 
war had been declared by Peru against Bolivia, and 
that the rebellion in the province of Pasto, (one of 
the southern provinces of New Granada), had 
broken out afresh. To add to the troubles of the 
times, the small pox was raging there, and also in 
the Isthmus, to an alarming extent. The dates 
from Payta were to May 5th, and from Buene- 
ventura to the 15th. 

The New York Signal has the following: «‘We 
have a Panama paper of the last mentioned date, 
but it contains no news of importance. It appears 
that the Pasto rebellion was occasioned by a decree 
of June 5, 1839, suppressing the convents. It was 
headed by Noguera, who, atter being defeated, was 
pardoned, together with his followers, by a decree 
of 28th March, 1840, at the same time surrendering 
their arins to the disposal of the government. 
What were the circumstances which led toa re- 
newal of the rebellion, we are not informed. 

MEXICO, 

Mexican papers as late as the 15th June from 
Matamoras, received by the New Orleans Bulletin, 
furnish no news of moment. 

Complaints are made in these papers that smng- 
gling is carried on between Texas and the interior 
to a considerable extent, the civil authorities being, 
it is said, largely engaged in the business. 

TEXAS. 

The Texian schooner of war San Jacinto, lieut. 
Postell, has sailed for the coast of Mexico. 

Droves of negroes are pouring into Texas through 
Natchitoches, from Mississippi, to avoid sheriff's 
sales in the latter. 

Galveston advices to the 22d ult. have been re- 
ceived at New Orleans. 

The Austin Gazette of the 10th had been re- 
ceived at Galveston. Another express from San 
Antonio had reached Austin, bringing a confirma- 
tion of previous accounts, that Arista was advanc- 
ing towards Texas at the head of the Mexican 
army. The last accounts represent his force as be- 
ing wnuch fess numerous than the first—say for the 
last, one thousand men, The best opinions on the 
subject are that Arista only intends to attack and 
cut up the federalists who are forming on the Texian 
border, before they ehall have become completely 
organized. 

Colonel James Love has been appointed a com- 
missioner to receive, at Galveston, the promissory 
notes of the government, and to issue stock certifi 
cates forthe same. This arrangement, and a sitni- 
lar one appointing an agent in New Orleans, for the 
same purpose, must have the best effect in with. 
drawing these notes from circulation,as we know 
of many men who would be glad to fund all the 
Texas money they have, but have heretofore been 
deterred by the trouble and expense of a journey 
to Auston. 

Advices from San Augustine state that the crops 
in that vicinity are in a great state of forwardness, 
and projise a rich and abundant harvest, 

The Galveston Gazette openly insinuates that 
some ot the officers of the Texyian ship of war 
Ausia, at that port, recently attempted to fake 
possession Of her andclearforsea. = = ~ 

Texas treasury notes were selling at Houston on 
the 3d inst. at from 14 to 16 cents on the dollar, 
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Municipal legislation. The city of Houston, 
Texas, has ordained that all persons found lying 
drunk in the streets, market house or enclosure, or 
any out lot within the limits of the city, shall be 
sentenced to work upon the streets of the city fora 
term not less than thirty days for the first offence, 
and not less than sixty days for each subsequent 
offence, 

The president of Texas, in conformity with an 
act passed on the subject, has issued a proclaina- 
tion commanding all free persons of color, now in 
that republic, to move therefrom before the Ist 
day of January, 1842. 

CANADA. 

Up to the 20th inst. 535 vessels had arrived at 
Quebec, being an increase of 47 over the arrivals 
to the same period last year. 

The number of emigrants arrived at Quebec to 
the 20th inst. shows an increase over the same 
period last year of 11,033. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

THE NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY. The fourth of 
July just passed has been observed thronghout the 
country as a general holiday, devoted to social en- 
joyment rather than exhibition. There were few 
larger parades than those of the temperance associ- 
tions, and those were conducted in the most exem- 
plary manner, The volunteer companies appear 
mostly to have spent the day in detachments and in 
visits to places of recreation. Some few partizan 
meetings were held, but the spirit of the day 
triuinphed over political distractions, and in some 
cases, as at the meeting at Barren Creek, Maryland, 
where, though assembled at different places, the 
paities soon agreed to partake with each other the 
festivities of a day CONSECRATED TO THEIR COUN- 
TRY. 





APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, by and wilh 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Joseph P. Junkins, collector of the customs at 
York, Maine, from the Ist of July, 1840, vice Mark 
Dennet, resigned. 

Mr. Lours ApoLPHE AMIE FourIEeR DE Ba- 
couRT was on the 4th inst, introduced by the secreta- 
ry of state to the president, and delivered to hiin his 
credential letters as envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the king of the French. 





TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, July 1, 
1840. Amount of treasury notes issued under the 
acts of congress of 12th of October, 1837, 21st May, 
1838 and 2d March, 1839: 

$19,567,086 22 
Of this sum there has been redeem- 


ed, 19,242,452 92 





Leaving outstanding, 

Amount issued under act of 83d March, 
1840, $1,836,009 09 

Of that issue there has 
been redeemed 


$324,632 30 


30,925 03 





Leaving of that issue outstanding $1,805,094 06 





$2.129,717 26 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Sec. of the treasary. 


Aggregate outstanding 





THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE U. S. retired from 
his chair in the senate on the 2d instant, as is usnal 
prior to closing the session, and on the 3d, the hon. 
Wm. R. King was chosen by that body president 
pro tem. Col. R. M. Johnson in company with 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Grundy and other leading mem- 
bers of the administration party, have gone to Penn- 
sylvania in compliance with invitations from their 
friends. The vice president it appears had a valu- 
able watch stolen from his pocket at a meeting in 
Philadelphia on Friday. The editor of the Sun fa- 
cetiously observes:—the colonel should have re- 
ineinbered the old couplet: 

“He that would keep a watch, this must he do, 
Pocket his watch, and watch his pocket too.” 


Com. Erxrrettr. The Philadelphia National Ga- 
zette says that the sentence of the court martial, 
which recently tried commodore Elliott in that city 
on sundry charges, is suspension from his functions 
for four years, and withholding of his pay for two 


years. 








EXPLORING EXPEDITION—IMPORTANT. Letters 
have been received from the United States exploring 
expedition, says the United States Gazette, dated 
Sidney, New South Wales, March 12, 1840, an- 
nouncing that gn the 19th January preceding a 
vast continent was discoyered by both the French 


{and Américain exploring squadrong. 
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From the Sydney Herald, March 13th, 1840. 

Discovery of the Antarctic continent. Armongst the 
arrivals to be found in our shippin list of this day 
is that of the United States ship Wactonen, under 
the command of Charles Wilkes, esq. The Vin. 
cennes has been absent from this port eighty days 
most of which time has been spent in southern ex. 
ploration, aud we are happy to have it in vur pow. 
er to announce, on the highest authority, that the 
researches of the exploring squadron after a south. 
ern continent have been completely successful, 
The land was first seen on the morning of the 19th 
of Jauuary, in latitude 64° 20‘ south longitude, 154° 
18‘east. The Peacock, (which arrived in our har. 
bor on the 22d ultimo, much disabled trom her con. 
tact with the ice), we learn obtained soundings in 
a high southern latitude, and established beyond 
doubt the existence of land in that direction. 

But the Vincennes, more fortunate in escaping 
injury, completed the discovery, and ran down the 
coast from the 154° 18‘ to 97° 45' east longitude, 
about seventeen hundred miles, within a short dis. 
tance of the land, often so near as to get soundings 
with a few fathoms of line, during which time she 
was constantly surrounded by ice islands and bergs, 
and experienced many heavy gales of wind, ex- 
posing her constantly to shipwreck. We also un. 
derstand she has brought several specimens of rock 
aud earth, procured from the land, some of them 
weighing upwards of a hundred pounds. It is 
questionable whether this discovery can be of any 
essential benefit to commerce, but it cannot be 
otherwise than highly gratifying tocaptain Wilkes, 
and the officers engaged with bim in this most in- 
teresting expedition, to kave brought to a success- 
ful termination the high trust committed to them 
by theircountry; andifis hoped thatso noble a 
commencement in the cause of science and disco- 
very, will induce the government of the United 
States to follow up by other expeditions that which 
is now on the point of terminating. 

We understand that the Vincennes will sail on 
the 16th instant, for New Zealand, where the Por- 
poise and Flying Fish will rejoin her, should they 
have been equally fortunate with their two consorts 
in escaping from the ice. The Peacock will follow 
as soon as her repairs are completed; whence they 
will all proceed in furtherance of the objects of the 
expedition. We will only add, that we wish them 
God speed. 

It appears from the saine paper that the two 
French corvettes, the Astrolabe and Zelee, under 
the command of commodore D’Urville, has been 
crowned with the same success as that of the U.S. 
squadron; on the 19th of January they succeeded 
in landing with two boats, and obtained many spe- 
cimens of rock, &c. latitude 66° 00 S. long. 130° 
east. The Astrolabe and Zelee had arrived at Ho- 
bart town. 





LIGHT HovsE AT CAPE HENLOPEN. A now 
lantern has been recently put on the main light 
house at Cape Henlopen, lighted with 18 lamps and 
18 large reflectors. This light, it is said, for bril- 
liancy of appearance and probable utility, is not 
exceeded by any fixed light on our coast. The 
lamps and reflectors were constructed by Mr. Win- 
slow, of Boston. 





ENGLISH COLONIAL TRADE—bDreadsluffs via Ca- 
nada. We are obliged to the Cleveland Herald for 
information on the subject referrea to in the extract 
below. ‘The transportation of breadstuffs from our 
northern frontier into Canada, by way of the Wel- 
land canal and lake Ontario, having become quite a 
business of late, it was stated by a New York pa- 
per that the large importations into Canada from 
the United States were made for the purpose of sub- 
sequent exportation from the colonial ports to Great 
Britain; and that flour, when thus exported, was 
adinitted duty free in England. Having expressed 
some doubts of the correctness of the latter part of 
the statement, the Cleveland Herald, quoting our 
paragraph, says: [ Balt. Amer. 

“United States flour, via Canada, 1s not adinitted 
into Great Britain at a less duty than if shipped 
from U.S. ports. But flour manufactured in Cana- 
da from wheat grown in the United States, and 
shipped thence to England, is admitted on the same 
terms as if the wheat was grown in Canada. The 
duty on Canadian wheat and flour in Great Britain 
is fixed ata minimum and maximum rate, and not 
by a progressive scale; when wheat is below 67 
shillings per quarter, the duty is 5 shillings per 
quarter; when above that price, it is 6 pence a 
quarter. In this respect, the Canadians have 
greatly the advantage of shippers from the United 
States. They know the duty they will have to pay 
on a barrel of flour cannot exceed three-filths of 5 


| shillings sterling, 
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About 60,000 barrels of flour and 600,000 bushels 
of wheat will go from this port to Canada belore har- 
yest. The objectin purchasing flour tor Canada, was 
consumption there, aud notshipment. ‘The wheat 
will be ground and exported, and the best descrip- 
tions of Canada wheat will be exported in the grain. 

It is also an error to suppose that United States 
flour can be shipped via Canada to the West Indies 
free of duty. Upper and Lower Canada are the 
only British possessions into which United States 
flour can be admitted free. Corn or grain unground, 
neal or flour not made of wheat, bread and biscuit, 
are adwitted free into any British possessions 1n 
North America. To be admitted free into the Bri- 
tish West Indies, the flour must be manufactured 
in the British North American provinces.” 





[DEFERRED ARTICLE. ] 

CononizaTion. Lo the American clergy. The 
undersigned, impressed with the importance, in 
view of the recent eucouraging intelligence from 
Liberia, of aiding the funds of the American Colo- 
nization Society, respecttully invite the Christian 
community of this District and country to unite in 
contributions for its benefit on the Sth of July next. 
The whole Christian world is beginning to turn an 


, eye of compassion aud hope towards Africa. Her 


superstitions and sufferings surpass description. It 
js ascertained that she is, by the Mohammedan and 
Christian slave trade, deprived annually of half a 
million of her inhabitants; nearly two-thirds of 
whom perish in capiure, removal and seasoning 
during the first year. The colony of Liberia, by 
its ability for sell-defence, its recently acquired 
territory, its improving agriculture, the growiug in- 
fluence of its Wbristian teachers over the native 
population, and its destruction of the slave trade in 
ils Vicinily, tmust animate the hearis of those who 
are seeking to lay in Africa the foundations of a 
free and Curistian commonwealth. 

That colony, notwithstanding the difficulties it 
has encountered, is evidently opening a wide door 
of adinission for our arts, institutions and religion, 
aimoug the vast, but miserable population of West- 
ern Alrica. 

Huwane and Christian men must surely be inte- 
rested lo linprove and extend the advantages af- 
furded by this colony for relieving a quarter of the 
globe from unparalleled wrongs and afilictious, and 
bringing millious of barbariaus to the knowledge of 
the true God and eternal life. 

Let, then, the American churches come forward 
to this work of benevolence with hearts touched 
with a sense of the Divine goodness to themselves, 
and with a fixed purpose to bestow on Africa civili- 
zation and Christianity. 

The Saluda should return to Liberia by the 1st of 
August, with a cargo and emigrants. For this, and 
to meet exisling engagements, filteen thousand dol- 
lars are indispensabdie. Very much depends upon 
the effort of the churches on the Sth of July.— 
Freely we have received, let us freely give. ‘Lhe 
sociely cannot proceed without additional means; 
its friends, we doubt not, will supply them. 

John C. Sinith, J. ‘I. Jounston, 
Stephen G. Bulfinch, Thos. U. Tuornton, 
Wu. Ryland, George J. Wood, 
Henry H. Bean, Elias Harrison, 
A. Webster, J. N. Danforth, 
QO. B. Brown, George G. Cuokman, 
S. Ciapin, John Davis, 
Win, Rugyles, H. Stringfellow, 
Levi R. Reese, W. B. Edwards, 
James Laurie, R. ‘Ll. Berry, 
Win. Hawley, 

Clergymen of the District of Columbia. 

The Philadeiphia North American says: In ac- 
cordance with the nolice previously given, the rev. 
R. R. Gurley, long known as the able and eloquent 
advocate of the American Colonization society, 
and now about to embark for England as the repre- 
Sentative of that society belore the philanthropists 
of Great Britain, addressed the audience who had 
assembled in the First Presbyterian church, Wash- 
ington square, in his usual felicitous style. He 
Caine to call the attention of the American public 
to the scheme of humanity iately proposed to the 
World by Mr. Buxton, and adopted by Great Bri- 
tain, and to encourage and excile us ail to more ef- 
fectual etforts for the overthrow of the cruel slave 
trade which continues alike the disgrace of huma- 
hity aad the scourge of Alrica. 

_ Time did not permit the speaker to enter minutely 
into the details of Mr. Buxton’s scheme, but after 
reading extracts and statistics concerning the slave 
trade, calculated to thrill every human mind, he 
Presented the outline for the remedy, 
: Thuis consists, first, of an increased number of 
ruisers to be stationed upon the coast; second, the 
Of eet meats at favorable points along the coast 
tlements for purposes of commerce and agti- 








culture; these settlements to consist of colored men 
from the West Indies, Sierra Leone and elsewhere; 
and, finally, the countenance and protection of these 
setilemeuts by the British government. 

When Mr. Gurley had fnished his remarks, the 

rev. Mr. Pinney presented the following resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted: 
_ Resolved, That the African slave trade is, in the 
judgment of ihis meeting, an evil so extensive and 
atrocious, as to demand the immediate and mighti- 
est efforts of the Christian church, and of all civi- 
lized governinents, for its suppression. 

Resolved, That our greatest hope for the speedy 
and entire overthrow of this trade, rests upon endea- 
vors fur the civilization-of Africa, by awakening 
her dormant energies, developing her vast resources, 
and teaching her population that it is as well their 
interest as duty to abandon forever this abominable 
commerce. 

Resolved, That the recent changes on this subject 
in England, the great movements of the British 
government in accordance with that change, the 
rapidly growing prosperity and usefulness of the 
commonwealth of Liberia, the application of steain 
to ship navigation, bringing into easy comumunica- 
tion distant and barbarous with civilized countries, 
and the voices of invitation and entreaty for Chris- 
tian teachers coming to us from the numerous 
tribes and kingdoms of western and interior Africa, 
are signs of encouragement to animate our exertions 
for the destruction of the most cruel, superstitious 
aud terrible traffic that have ever darkened and dis- 
graced any quarter of the world. 

Resolved, ‘That the people of these United States 
enjoy peculiar advantages, and are under the great- 
est obligations to engage in the suppression of the 
sluve trade and the civilization of Africa—to plant 
upor. her shores free institutions, and men capable 
of maintaining them, and to co-operate with other 
Christian powers in conferring upon her the divine 
light and blessings of Christianity. 

Resolved, ‘That in the present miseries of Africa, 
and the great moyements of the Christian world to 
relieve them, and in the opening prospects of liberty, 
civilizatiou and Christianity on that continent, the 
strongest and noblest motives are presented to our 
free colored population to return to their mother 
country, and establish themselves on her shores—to 
redress her wrongs, rebuild her ruins, and elevate 
themselves and their posterity toa rank of indepen- 
dence, usefulness and honor, unsurpassed by that of 
any nation upon earth. 

Resolved, Vhata union of the American churches 
in behalf of so benign an object, would worthily tes- 
tify our gratitude to God for our unequalled na- 
tional blessings, and our desire to extend thein to 
the most injured, oppressed and miserable portion 
of our race. 

Resolved, That the above resolutions be published 
in the newspapers of this cily. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

The new bridge across the Alleghany, connecting 
Pittsburg with Alleghanytown, just completed at an 
expense of $70,000, is 1,057 feet long, and 42 wide. 
On the top is a delightful walk, 12 feet wide, safely 
protected on each side by hand railings aud lattice 
work. It is the fourth bridge across the river within 
the distance of a mile. 

Coal. The Greensburg (Pa.) Sentinel states that 
on the farm of Mr. Rugh, in the vicinity of that 
place, several persons have recently been engaged 
in boring the earth for salt water, and at the depth 
of 712 teet, they struck a vein of bi‘uminous coal, 
which was found to be upwards of five feet in depth. 

Canal and rail road tolis. The whole amount of 
canal tolls collected this season up to the 4th ult. 
was $218,350 93. Motive power, $153,895 66.— 
Railway, $150,327 64. Gross, $532,574 23. 

Churches in Philadelphia. ‘There are in Philadel- 
phia 100 churches, of the following denominations, 
viz: Presbyterian, 26; Protestant Episcopal, 14; 
Methodist, 15; Baptist, 11; Roman Catholic, 5; Lu- 
theran, 4; Friends, 4; Mariners, 3; Universalist, 2; 
Dutch Reformed, 2; Congregational, 1; German Re- 
formed, 1; Independent, 1; Jews Synagogue, 1; Mo- 
ravian, 1; Unitarian, 1; New Jerusalem, 1; Atrican,7. 

Auction duties. The following is the amount of 
duties paid by the several auctioneers of Philadel- 
phia, for the last three months: J. B. Myers, 
$9,872 39; S. B. Thomas, $7,296 42; S. N. Da- 
vies, $2,807 71; Joseph Bispham, $1,719 68; G. 
W. Lord, $1,461 46; C. J. Wolbert, $587 54; M. 
Thomas, $475 43; G. W. Smith, $176 45; S. Na- 
thans, $150 82; S. Poulterer, $116 25; T. W. L. 
Freeman, $95 35—total, $24,759 50. 

The burning mountain. We find the following in- 
teresting particulars in the Lehigh (Pa.) Bulletin.— 


They are communicated in a letter to the editor, | p 


dated 


Mount Vesuvius, Schuylkill co. May 81. 
Mr. Epitor: I this morning paid a visit to this 
place, situated about four miles northeast of Miners- 
ville,and by road eight miles from Pottsville, to see 
the wonderlul effects of acoal mine on fire. Arriv- 
ing at the foot of the mountain by a lateral rail road, 
I approached the mouth of the mine, from which 
there issued considerable water which to the taste 
is highly charged with sulphur and some iron corrod- 
ed from the rails, laid in the gangway of the mine, 
and depositing asediment approaching near the color 
of chromic yellow. 
It was at this opening, fhe fire took place in Janu- 
ary, 1839, caused by the miners having made a fire 
in the mouth of it to keep the waters from freezing 
about the rails, so that they could commence opera- 
tions early in the spring, which through carelessness 
ignited the propping of the gangway, and from which 
it communicated to the coal dirt belore it was dis- 
covered. The miners then endeavored to extinguish 
it, but it was beyond their power, and, after having 
worked at it two nights and a day, they left it in de- 
spair of stopping its ravages, and which it is now 
impossible to stop. 
Going {rom thence up the mountain (which faces 
the south) about 150 yards, I arrived at the first cre- 
ter, which is in the shape of an inverted eliptical 
cone, about 40 by 70 feet diameter, and sunk some 
15 feet below the surface, in the centre of which the 
coal vein or measure is on fire, smouldering as it 
were with dirt and stones which have caved in upon 
it, the stone are burnt to an appearance like lime.— 
The smell of sulphur here is highly perceptible; from 
the north end of this crater, there issues a rumbling 
noise like distant thunder, aud the heat appears to be 
intense. About 30 feet higher up the mountain, I 
arrived at another crater, perhaps 30 feet in diames 
ter, which isa chasm apparently about thirty feet 
deep, with much smoke issuing from the connection 
with the first crater on its south; the west side of this 
chasm is a wass of immense stone, with fire under it 
as far as the opening exists, the rumbling noise be- 
fore mentioned is here more distinct than at the first 
crater, and the heat greater, both caused, perhaps, by 
the wind being from tbe south. The smoke and 
sulphur on the east side was very annoying to me, 
and caused ime to shift my situation to the west side, 
passing, for the purpose, between the first and second 
crater over a strip of ground about 30 feet wide, 
knowing it to be undermined by fire, and then in 
full blast, caused me to tread lightly, (such is the 
efiect of habit), for fear of breaking it down, which 
had it done, I would have been engulphed into a 
horrible death. 


Further up the mountain, some 50 feet apart, are 
three more craters, similar to the first in size, but 
there is norumbling issued from either of them— 
there have been others of smaller size, which are 
now filled up, except one which is not more than 4 


feet in diameter, from which issues steam. 


Upon reaching the extremity of the fire, as far as 
discernable, I had a fair view of the damages done 
upon the surface of the hill. For perhaps 50 or 60 
acres, all vegetation has been destroyed, and the 
herbage and sprouts are quite red, which havea 
pretty effect at a distance, but upon the spot the ap- 
pearance is desolate, not a blade of grass nor a green 
leaf or twig meets the eye, as far as the influence 
under ground has acted. 


On my return to Newcastle, which is at the west 
foot of the mountain, I was informed that the mine 
belonged to Messrs. Dundass, Richards & Co. of 
Philadelphia, and that the coal vein would average 
40 feet in thickness; there is material enough in the 
mountain to burn some years. It is now proposed 
to open the vein at the other end of the mountain, 
and save as much coal in that way as possible. 

District court.—J. Elliot Thayer vs. the Bank of 
the United States. This was an action for the 1eco- 
very of specie upon notes of the defendant to the 
amount of $129,000, with interest thereon at the 
rate of 12 per cent. from the time of the demand 
made, under article 6, section 4, of the defendant’s 
charter. Jt was argued on Monday and Tuesday 
last, with several others of a like character, in all 
amounting to upwards of $800,000, on a motion to 
show cause why judgment should not be rendered in 
favor of the plaintitt, for want of a sufficient affidavit 
of defence. There were several importart points 
in the discussion of this motion, one of which only 
we shall notice—that is, whether the joint resolutions 
of the legislature, commonly called the resumption 
bill, do not repeal or suspend for a time so much of 
the charter as imposes the above penal interest for 
the bank’s refusal to pay its notes. By the defend- 
ant’s counsel, it was urged that they did, as the first 
resolution provides that all suits instituted against 
the bank, until the 15th of January, 1841, shall be 
ursued “according to the common law, and not 











otherwise,” and that as the penal interest is given by 
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high, representing a woman. One other statue 19 


feet high, representing on one side the figure of a 


wornan, on the other a inan, in good preservation.— 


Another, the head of a giant, 6 feet in diameter.— 
Two altars, most elegantly sculptured. One obe- 
lisk, 12 feet in height. Four other monuments in 
distinct places, one of which is of a circular form, 
and upon a small eminence formed of stones, appa- 
rently brought from the river. In the centre be- 
tween these four monuments, there isa huge round 
stone, which is wholly covered with hieroglyphics 
and inscriptions; beneath the stone are two human 
heads, covered nearly with vegetation, upon which 
the stone rests. 

The above monuments are found about 3,000 feet 
from the river Montagua. The time of Messrs. 
Catherwood and Stevens being short, they were 
unable to make more discoveries in that place; but 
they are satisfied that these monuments, &c. can be 
removed and taken tothe United States of America, 
which is their intention; while those of Palenque are 
so far in the interior, it would be impossible to re- 
move them. We also learnthat the human figures, 
and the ornaments which appear about thein, are 
all similar to those of Palenque. In fact, this we 
consider only as a prelude to what we shall expect 
from these distinguished, persevering and scientific 
travellers. 

From Quiragua, the travellers intended to pass to 
Quiche, and thence to the splendid ruins of Pa- 
lenque, in the province of Chiapas, Mexico. 

FROM THE PACIFIC. 

' The Journal of Coinmerce says, a correspondent, 
under date of Panama, May 29th, informs us that 
war had been declared by Peru against Bolivia, and 
that the rebellion in the province of Pasto, (one of 
the southern provinces of New Granada), had 
broken out afresh. To add to the troubles of the 
times, the small pox was raging there, and also in 
the Isthmus, to an alarming extent. The dates 
from Payta were to May 5th, and from Buene- 
ventura to the 15th. 

The New York Signal has the following: ‘“*We 
have a Panama paper of the last mentioned date, 
but it contains no news of importance. It appears 
that the Pasto rebellion was occasioned by a decree 
of June 5, 1839, suppressing the convents. It was 
headed by Noguera, who, alter being defeated, was 
pardoned, together with his followers, by a decree 
of 28th March, 1840, at the same time surrendering 
their arins to the disposal of the government. 
What were the circumstances which led to a re- 
newal of the rebellion, we are not informed. 

MEXICO. 

Mexican papers as late as the 15th June from 
Matamoras, received by the New Orleans Bulletin, 
furnish no news of moment, 

Complaints are made in these papers that smng- 
gling is carried on between Texas and the interior 
to a considerable extent, the civil authorities being, 
it is said, largely engaged in ihe business, 

TEXAS. 

The Texian schooner of war San Jacinto, lieut. 
Postell, has sailed for the coast of Mexico. 

Droves of negroes are pouring into Texas through 
Natchitoches, from Mississippi, to avoid sheriff’s 
sales in the latter. 

Galveston advices to the 22d ult. have been re- 
ceived at New Orleans. 

The Austin Gazette of the 10th had been re- 
ceived at Galveston. Another express from San 
Antonio had reached Austin, bringing a confirma- 
tion of previous accounts, that Arista was advanc- 
ing towards Texas at the head of the Mexican 
army. The last accounts represent his force as be- 
ing wnuch fess numerous than the first—say for the 
last, one thousand men. The best opinions on the 
subject are that Arista only intends to attack and 
cut up the federalists who are forming on the Texian 
border, before they ehall have become completely 
organized. 

Colonel James Love has been appointed a com- 
missioner to receive, at Galveston, the promissory 
notes of the government, and to issue stock certifi 
cates forthe same. This arrangement, and a simi- 
lar one appointing an agent in New Orleans, for the 
same purpose, must have the best effect in with- 
drawing these notes from circulation, as we know 
of many men who would be glad to fund all the 
Texas money they have, but have heretofore been 
deterred by the trouble and expense of a journey 
to Anston. 

Advices from San Augustine state that the crops 
in that vicinity are in a great state of forwardness, 
and promise a rich and abundant harvest, 

The Galveston Gazette openly insinuates that 
some ot the officers of the Texyian ship of war 
Aussi, at that port, recently attempted to fake 
possession of her and clearforsea. = = —~ *' 

Texas treasury notes were selling at Houston on 
the 3d inst. at .from 14 to 16 cents on the dollar, 


r 





and Amcrican exploring squadrong. 


Municipal legislation. The city of Houston, 
Texas, has ordained that all persons found lying 
drunk in the streets, market house or enclosure, or 
any out lot within the limits of the city, shall be 
sentenced to work upon the streets of the city fora 
term not less than thirty days for the first offence, 
and not less than sixty days for each subsequent 
offence. ' 

The president of Texas, in conformity with an 
act passed on the subject, has issued a proclaina- 
tion commanding all {free persons of color, now in 
that republic, to move therefrom before the Ist 
day of January, 1842. 

CANADA. 

Up to the 20th inst. 535 vessels had arrived at 
Quebec, being an increase of 47 over the arrivals 
to the same period last year. 

The number of emigrants arrived at Quebec to 
the 20th inst. shows an increase over the same 
period last year of 11,033. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

THE NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY. The fourth of 
July just passed has been observed thronghout the 
country as a general holiday, devoted to social en- 
joyment rather than exhibition. There were few 
larger parades than those of the temperance associ- 
tions, and those were conducted in the most exem- 
plary manner, The volunteer companies appear 
mostly to have spent the day in detachments and in 
visits to places of recreation. Some few partizan 
meetings were held, but the spirit of the day 
triuinphed over political distractions, and in some 
cases, as at the meeting at Barren Creek, Maryland, 
where, though assembled at different places, the 
paities soon agreed to partake with each other the 
festivities of a day CONSECRATED TO THEIR COUN- 
TRY. 





APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, by and wilh 
the advice and consent of the senate. 

Joseph P. Junkins, collector of the customs at 
York, Maine, from the ist of July, 1840, vice Mark 
Dennet, resigned. 

Mr. Louis ADoLPHE AMIE Fourier DE Ba- 
COURT was onthe 4th inst. introduced by the secreta- 
ry of state to the president, and delivered to hiin his 
credential letters as envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary of the king of the French. 





TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, July 1, 
1840. Amount of treasury notes issued under the 
acts of congress of 12th of October, 1837, 21st May, 
1838 and 2d March, 1839: 

$19,567,086 22 
Of this sum there has been redeem- 
ed, : 19,242,452 92 





Leaving outstanding, 

Amount issued under act of 8d March, 
1840, $1,836,009 09 

Of that issue there has 
been redeemed 


$324,632 30 


30,925 03 





Leaving of that issue outstanding $1,805,094 06 





Aggregate outstanding $2.129,717 26 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Sec. of the treasary. 
THE VICE PRESIDENT oF THE U. S. retired from 
his chair in the senate on the 2d instant, as is usual 
prior to closing the session, and on the 3d, the hon. 
Wm. R. King was chosen by that body president 
pro tem. Col. R. M. Johnson in company with 
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Grundy and other leading mem- 
bers of the administration party, have gone to Penn- 
sylvania in compliance with invitations from their 
friends. The vice president it appears had a valu- 
able watch stolen from his pocket at a meeting in 
Philadelphia on Friday. The editor of the Sun fa- 
cetiously observes:—the colonel should have re- 
meinbered the old couplet: 
“He that would keep a watch, this must he do, 
Pocket his watch, and watch his pocket too.” 


Com. Ertetr. The Philadelphia National Ga- 
zette says that the sentence of the court martial, 
which recently tried commodore Elliott in that city 
on sundry charges, is suspension from his functions 
for four years, and withholding of his pay for two 
years. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION—IMPORTANT. Letters 
have been received from the United States exploring 
expedition, says the United States Gazette, dated 





From the Sydney Herald, March 13th, 1840. 

Discovery of the Antarctic continent. Arongst the 
arrivals to be found in our shipping list of this day 
is that of the United States ship Vincennes, under 
the command of Charles Wilkes, esq. The Vin. 
cennes has been absent from this port eighty days 
most of which time has been spent in southern ex. 
ploration, and we are happy to have it in our pow. 
er to announce, on the highest authority, that the 
researches of the exploring squadron after a south. 
ern continent have been completely successfu), 
The land was first seen on the morning of the 19th 
of Jauuary, in latitude 64° 20‘ south longitude, 154° 
18‘east. The Peacock, (which arrived in our har. 
bor on the 22d ultimo, much disabled trom her con. 
tact with the ice), we learn obtained soundings in 
a high southern latitude, and established beyond 
doubt the existence of land in that direction. 

But the Vincennes, more fortunate in escaping 
injury, completed the discovery, and ran down the 
coast from the 154° 18‘ to 97° 45‘ east longitude, 
about seventeen hundred miles, within a short dis. 
tance of the land, often so near as to get soundings 
with a few fathoms of line, during which time she 
was constantly surrounded by ice islands and bergs, 
and experienced many heavy gales of wind, ex- 
posing her constantly to shipwreck. We also un. 
derstand she has brought severa] specimens of rock 
and earth, procured from the land, some of them 
weighing upwards of a hundred pounds. It is 
questionable whether this discovery can be of any 
essential benefit to commerce, but it cannot be 
otherwise than highly gratifying tocaptain Wilkes, 
and the officers engaged with him in this most in- 
teresting expedition, to have brought to a success- 
ful termination the high trust committed to them 
by theircountry; anditis hoped that so noble a 
commencement in the cause of science and disco- 
very, will induce the governinent of the United 
States to follow up by other expeditions that which 
is now on the point of terminating. 

We understand that the Vincennes will sail on 
the 16th instant, for New Zealand, where the Por- 
poise and Flying Fish will rejoin her, should they 
have been equally fortunate with their two consorts 
in escaping trom the ice. The Peacock will follow 
as soon as her repairs are completed; whence they 
will all proceed in furtherance of the objects of the 
expedition. We will only add, that we wish them 
God speed. 


It appears from the satne paper that the two 
French corvettes, the Astrolabe and Zelee, under 
the command of commodore D’Urville, has been 
crowned with the same success as that of the U.S. 
squadron; on the 19th of January they succeeded 
in landing with two boats, and obtained many spe- 
cimens of rock, &c. latitude 66° 00 S. long. 130° 
east. The Astrolabe and Zelee had arrived at Ho- 
bart town. 





LIGHT HOUSE AT CAPE HENLOPEN. A new 
lantern has been recently put on the main light 
house at Cape Henlopen, lighted with 18 lamps and 
18 large reflectors. This light, it is said, for bril- 
liancy of appearance and probable utility, is not 
exceeded by any fixed light on our coast. The 
lamps and reflectors were constructed by Mr. Win- 
slow, of Boston. 





ENGLISH COLONIAL TRADE—bDreadsluffs via Ca- 
nada. We are obliged to the Cleveland Herald for 
information on the subject referrea to in the extract 
below. ‘The transportation of breadstuffs from our 
northern frontier into Canada, by way of the Wel- 
land canal and lake Ontario, having become quite a 
business of late, it was stated by a New York pa- 
per that the large importations into Canada fiom 
the United States were made for the purpose of sub- 
sequent exportation from the colonial ports to Great 
Britain; and that flour, when thus exported, was 
adinitted duty free in England. Having expressed 
some doubts of the correctness of the latter part of 
the statement, the Cleveland Herald, quoting our 
pom says: [ Balt. Amer. 

«United States flour, via Canada, 1s not adinitted 
into Great Britain at a less duty than if shipped 
from U.S. ports. But flour manufactured in Cana- 
da from wheat grown in the United States, and 
shipped thence to England, is admitted on the same 
terms as if the wheat was grown in Canada. The 
duty on Canadian wheat and flour in Great Britain 
is fixed ata minimum and maximum rate, and not 
by a progressive scale; when wheat is below 67 
shillings per quarter, the duty is 5 shillings per 
quarter; when above that price, it is 6 pence a 
quarter. In this respect, the Canadians have 


Sidney, New South Wales, March 12, 1840, an-| greatly the advantage of shippers from the United 


nouncing ' that gn the 19th January preceding a 
vast continent was discovered by both the French 


| shillings sterling, 


States. They know the duty they will have to pay 
on a barrel of flour cannot exceed three-fifths of 5 
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About 60,000 barrels of flour and 600,000 bushels 
of wheat will go from this port to Canada belore har- 
yest. The objectin purchasing flour tor Canada, was 
consumption there, aud not shipment. ‘Lhe wheat 
will be ground and exported, aud the best descrip- 
tions of Canada wheat will be exported in the grain. 

It is also an error to suppose that United States 
flour can be shipped via Canada to the West Indies 
free of duty. Upper and Lower Canada are the 
only British possessions into which United States 
flour can be admitted free. Corn or grain unground, 
weal or flour not made of wheat, bread and biscuit, 
are adwitted free into any British possessions in 
North America. To be admitted free into the Bri- 
tists West Indies, the flour must be manutfactured 
in the British North American provinces.” 





[DEFERRED ARTICLE. ] 

CoLonizATion. ‘Lo the American clergy. The 
undersigued, impressed with the importance, in 
view ol the recent encouraging intelligence from 
Liberia, of aiding the funds of the American Colo- 
nization Society, respectlully invite the Christian 
coumunity of this District and country to unite in 
contributions for its benefit on the Sth of July next. 
The whole Christian world is beginning to turn an 
, eye of compassion aud hope towards Africa. Her 
superstiuions and sufferings surpass description. It 
js ascertained that she is, by the Mohammedan and 
Christian slave trade, deprived annually of half a 
million of her inhabitants; nearly two-thirds of 
whom perish in capiure, removal and seasoning 
during the first year. The colony of Liberia, by 
its ability for self-defence, its recently acquired 
territory, ils improving agriculture, the growiug in- 
fluence of its Christian teachers over the native 
population, and its destruction of the slave trade in 
its Vicinily, tiust animate the hearts of those who 
are seeking to lay in Africa the foundations of a 
free and Curistian commonwealth. 

That colony, notwithstanding the difficulties it 
has encountered, is evidently opening a wide door 
vl adinission for our arts, imstitutions and religion, 
among the vast, but iniserable population of West- 
era Airica. 

Huwane and Christian men must surely be inte- 
Tested lo linprove and extend the advantages af- 
furded by this colony tor relieving a quarter of the 
globe froin unparalleled wrongs and afflictions, and 
bringing millions of barbariaus to the knowledge ot 
the true God and eternal life. 

Let, then, the American churches come forward 
to this work of benevolence with hearts touched 
with a sense of the Divine goodness to themselves, 
and with a fixed purpose to bestow on Africa civili- 
zation and Christianity. 

The Saluda should return to Liberia by the Ist of 
August, with a cargo and emigrants. For this, and 
to meet existing engagements, filteen thousand dol- 
lars are indispensable. Very much depends upon 
the effort of the churches on the Sth of July.— 
Freely we have received, let us freely give. ‘he 
sociely cannot proceed without additional means; 
its friends, we doubt not, will supply them. 

John C. Sinith, J. ‘Ll. Jobnston, 
Stephen G. Bulfinch, Thos. U. Thornton, 
Wu. Ryland, George J. Wood, 
Henry H. Bean, Elias Harrison, 
A. Webster, J. N. Danforth, 
QO. B. Biown, George G. Cookman, 
S. Cirapin, John Davis, 
Win, Rugyles, H. Stringfellow, 
Levi R. Reese, W. B. Edwards, 
James Laurie, R. T. Berry, 
Wun. Hawley, 

Clergymen of the District of Columbia. 

The Philadeipnhia North American says: In ac- 
cordance with the nolice previously given, the rev. 
R. R. Gurley, long Known as the able and eloquent 
advocate of the American Colonization society, 
and now about to embark for England as the repre- 
Seutative of that society belore the philanthropists 
of Great Britain, addressed the audience who had 
assembled in the First Presbyterian church, Wash- 
ington square, in his usual felicitous styJe. He 
Caine to call the attention of the American public 
to the Scheme of humanity iately proposed to the 
World by Mr. Baxton, and adopted by Great Bri- 
naan pede and excite us all to more ef- 
trade seal orts for the overthrow of the cruel slave 

‘ac ich continues alike the disgrace of huma- 
nity aad the scourge of Alrica. 
. Lime did not permit the speaker to enter minutely 
into the details of Mr. Buxton’s scheme, bat after 
reading extracts and statistics concerning the slave 
trade, calculated to thrill every human mind, he 
Presented the outline for the remedy, 
lis consists, first, of an increased number of 
cruisers to be stationed upon the coast; second, the 
Of eet pnmante at favorable points along the coast 
ements for purposes of commerce and agti- 


culture; these settlements to consist of colored men 
from the West [udies, Sierra Leone aud elsewhere; 
and, finally, the countenance and protection of these 
setilemeuts by the British government. 

When Mr. Gurley had finished his remarks, the 

rev. Mr. Pinney presented the following resolu- 
tions, which were unanimously adopted: 
_ Resolved, That the African slave trade is, in the 
judgment of this meeting, an evil so extensive and 
atrocious, as to demand the immediate and mighti- 
est efforts of the Christian church, and of all civi- 
lized governinents, for its suppression. 

Resolved, That our greatest hope for the speedy 
and entire overthrow of this trade, rests upon endea- 
vors fur the civilization.of Africa, by awakening 
her dorinant energies, developing her vast resources, 
and teaching her population that it is as well their 
interest as duty to abandon forever this abominable 
commerce. ‘ 

Resolved, That the recent changes on this subject 
in England, the great movements of the British 
government in accordance with that change, the 
rapidly growing prosperity and usefulness of the 
commonwealth of Liberia, the application of steain 
to ship navigation, bringing into easy comumunica- 
tion distant and barbarous with civilized countries, 
and the voices of invitation and entreaty for Chris- 
tian teachers coming to us from the numerous 
tribes and kingdoms of western and interior Africa, 
are signs of encouragement to animate our exertions 
for the destruction of the most cruel, superstitious 
and terrible traffic that have ever darkened and dis- 
graced any quarter of the world. " 

Resolved, ‘That the people of these United States 
enjoy peculiar advantages, and are under the great- 
est obligations to engage in the suppression of the 
sluve trade and the civilization of Africa—to plant 
upor. her shores free institutions, and men capable 
of maintaining them, and to co-operate with other 
Christian powers in conferring upon her the divine 
light and blessings of Christianity. 

Resolved, ‘That in the present miseries of Africa, 
and the great moyements of the Christian world to 
relieve them, and in the opening prospects of liberty, 
civilization and Christianity on that continent, the 
strongest and noblest motives are presented to our 
free colored population to return to their mother 
country, and establish themselves on her shores—to 
redress her wrongs, rebuild her ruins, and elevate 
themselves and their posterity toa rank of indepen- 
dence, usefulness and honor, unsurpassed by that of 
any hation upon earth. 

Resolved, That a union of the American churches 
in behalf of so benign an object, would worthily tes- 
tify our gratitude to God for our unequalled na- 
tional blessings, and our desire to extend them to 
the most injured, oppressed and miserable portion 
of our race. 

Resolved, That the above resolutions be published 
in the newspapers of this city. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

The new bridge across the Alleghany, connecting 
Pittsburg with Alleghanytown, just completed at an 
expense of $70,000, is 1,057 feet long, and 42 wide. 
Ou the top is a delightful walk, 12 feet wide, safely 
protected on each side by hand railings aud lattice 
work. It is the fourth bridge across the river within 
the distance of a mile. 

Coal. The Greensdurg (Pa.) Sentinel states that 
on the farm of Mr. Rugh, in the vicinity of that 
place, several persons have recently been engaged 
in boring the earth for salt water, and at the depth 
of 712 feet, they struck a vein of bi‘uminous coal, 
which was found to be upwards of five feet in depth. 

Canal and rail road tolis. 
canal tolls collected this season up to the 4th ult. 
was $218,350 93. Motive power, $153,895 66.— 
Railway, $150,327 64. Gross, $532,574 23. 

Churches in Philadelphia. ‘There are in Philadel- 
phia 100 churches, of the following denominations, 
viz: Presbyterian, 26; Protestant Episcopal, 14; 
Methodist, 15; Baptist, 11; Roman Catholic, 5; Lu- 
theran, 4; Friends, 4; Mariners, 3; Universalist, 2; 
Dutch Reformed, 2; Congregational, 1: German Re- 
formed, 1; Independent, 1; Jews Synagogue, 1; Mo- 
ravian, 1; Unitarian, 1; New Jerusalem, 1; African,7. 

Auction duties. The following is the amount of 
duties paid by the several auctioneers of Philadel- 
phia, for the last three months; J. B. Myers, 
$9,872 39; S. B. Thomas, $7,296 42; S. N. Da- 
vies, $2,807 71; Joseph Bispham, $1,719 68; G. 
W. Lord, $1,461 46; C. J. Wolbert, $587 54; M. 
Thomas, $475 43; G. W. Smith, $176 45; S. Na- 
thans, $150 82; S. Poulterer, $116 25; T. W. L. 
Freeman, $95 35—total, $24,759 50. 

The burning mountain. We find the following in- 
teresting particulars in the Lehigh (Pa.) Bulletin.— 





They are communicated in a letter to the editor, 
dated 


The whole amount of 





Mount Vesuvius, Schuylkill co. May 31. 

Mr. Epirer: I this morning paid a visit to this 
place, situated about four miles northeast of Miners- 
ville, and by road eight miles from Pottsville, to see 
the wonderful effects of acoal mine on fire. Arriv- 
ing at the foot of the mountain by a lateral rail road, 
I approached the mouth of the mine, from which 
there issued considerable water which to the taste 
is highly charged with sulphur and some iron corrod- 
ed from the rails, laid in the gangway of the mine, 
and depositing asediment approaching near the color 
of chromic yellow. 

It was at this opening, fhe fire took place in Janu- 
ary, 1839, caused by the miners having made a fire 
in the mouth of it to keep the waters from freezing 
about the rails, so that they could commence opera- 
tious early in the spring, which through carelessness 
ignited the propping of the gangway, and from which 
it communicated to the coal dirt before it was dis- 
covered. The miners then endeavored to extinguish 
it, but it was beyond their power, and, after having 
worked at it two nights and a day, they left it in de- 
spair of stopping its ravages, and which it is now 
impossible to stop. 

Going from thence up the mountain (which faces 
the south) about 150 yards, I arrived at the first cre- 
ter, which is in the shape of an inverted eliptical 
cone, about 40 by 70 feet diameter, and sunk some 
15 feet below the surface, in the centre of which the 
coal vein or measure is on fire, smouldering as it 
were with dirt and stones which have caved in upon 
it, the stone are burnt to an appearance like lime.— 
The smell of sulphur here is highly perceptible; from 
the north end of this crater, there issues a rumbling 
noise like distant thunder, aud the heat appears to be 
intense. About 30 feet higher up the mountain, I 
arrived at another crater, perhaps 30 feet in diame- 
ter, which is a chasm apparently about thirty feet 
deep, with much smoke issuing from the connection 
with the first crater on its south; the west side of this 
chasm is a inass of immense stone, with fire under it 
as far as the opening exists, the rumbling noise be- 
fore mentioned is here more distinct than at the first 
crater, and the heat greater, both caused, perhaps, by 
the wind being from the south. The smoke and 
sulphur on the east side was very annoying to me, 
and caused me to shift my situation to the west side, 
passing, for the purpose, between the first and second 
crater over a strip of ground about 30 feet wide, 
knowing it to be undermined by fire, and then in 
full blast, caused me to tread lightly, (such is the 
effect of habit), for fear of breaking it down, which 
had it done, I would have been engulphed intoa 
horrible death. 


Further up the mountain, some 50 feet apart, are 
three more craters, similar to the first in size, but 
there is no rumbling issued from either of them— 
there have been others of smaller size, which are 
now filled up, except one which is not more than 4 
feet in diameter, from which issues steam. 


Upon reaching the extremity of the fire, as far as 
discernable, I had a fair view of the damages done 
upon the surface of the hill. For perhaps 50 or 60 
acres, all vegetation has been destroyed, and the 
herbage and sprouts are quite red, which havea 
pretty effect at a distance, but upon the spot the ap- 
pearance is desolate, not a blade of grass nor a green 
leaf or twig meets the eye, as far as the influence 
under ground has acted. 


On my return to Newcastle, which is at the west 
foot of the mountain, | was informed that the mine 
belonged to Messrs. Dundass, Richards & Co. of 
Philadelphia, and that the coal vein would average 
40 feet in thickness; there is material enough in the 
mountain to burn some years. It is now proposed 
to open the vein at the other end of the mountain, 
and save as much coal in that way as possible. 


District court.—J. Elliot Thayer vs. the Bank of 
the Umited States. This was an action for the 1eco- 
very of specie upon notes of the defendant to the 
amount of $129,000, with interest thereon at the 
rate of 12 percent. from the time of the demand 
made, under article 6, section 4, of the defendant’s 
charter. Jt was argued on Monday and Tuesday 
last, with several others of a like character, in all 
amounting to upwards of $800,000, on a motion to 
show cause why judgment should not be rendered in 
favor of the plaiutift, for want of a sufficient affidavit 
of defence. There were several importart pvints 
in the discussion of this motion, one of which only 
we shall notice—that is, whether the joint resolutions 
of the legislature, commonly called the resumption 
bill, do not repeal or suspend for a time so much of 
the charter as imposes the above penal interest for 
the bank’s refusal to pay its notes. By the defend- 
ant’s counsel, it was urged that they did, as the first 
resolution provides that all suits instituted against 
the bank, until the 15th of January, 1841, shall be 
pursued “according to the common law, and not 
otherwise,” and that as the penal interest is given by 
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statute, and not by common law, it is suspended until 
the day named. 

By the counsel for the plaintiff, it was urged that 
the right to receive the penal interest, in case the 
bank should refuse to pay its notes on demand, was 
a part of the original contract between holders of 
those notes and the bank, and that the resumption 
bill could not, even if it were designed to, impair the 
obligation of that contract, that the right was vested, 
and beyond the reach of the legislature, whose in- 
tention evidently was merely to suspend the liability 
of the banks to a forfeiture of their charters for a 
time. 

The opinion of the court upon these trials has not 
yet been given, but may be expected during the en- 


suing week. [ Ledger. 
MISSOURI. 


The elections take place on the 6th of August 
ensuing, and both parties are exerting themselves. 
The whigs have held three state conventions at 
Rocheport. On the 18th,the general convention, 
at which the St. Louis papers assert that from seven 
to ten thousand delegates attended. On the 19th, 
the soldiers who had served under gen. Harrison 
assembled to the number of 200, and organized a 
convention, col. O’Fallen presiding, and on the 20th 
the young men organized their convention. 

Congressional candidates. The whigs have nomi- 
nated Edward M. Samuel, of Clay county, and Geo. 
C. Sibley, of St. Charles, as their candidates for 
congress. The St. Louis Bulletin says: «Mr. Sib- 
ley is one of the old pioneers of the country, and is 
well known to all of the first settlers of Missouri.— 
He is one of the patriarchs of the west—the perso- 
nal friend of gen. Harrison—the advocate of western 
measures, and an honest true-hearted whig.” 

MICHIGAN. 

Electoral candidates. ‘the administration con- 
vention which assembled at Ann Arbor on the 24th 
ult. nominated Charles Mason, of Detroit, K. S. 
Bingham, of Livingston, and Charles E. Stewart, of 
Kalamazoo, as candidates for electors of president. 

Congressional candidate. There was some diffi- 
culty in selecting a candidate for congress. Mr. I. 
E. Crary had written a letter declining a-renomina- 
tion; yet his friends determined to propose him to 
the convention. On balloting, Mr. Crary had 47, 
R. McClelland 25, Alpheus Felch 4, and divers 
others 26. Inthe evening, the ballot stood, Crary 
58, McClelland 34, Felch 4, others 9. No choice 
being effected, the meeting adjourned until next 
day, when Mr. Felch having obtained 77 votes, 
was, by a formal vote of 99, declared the candidate. 

FLORIDA. 

The expedition under cols. Twiggs and Harney 
has returned to Black creek, after destroying a num- 
ber of corn fields. Three prisoners were brought in. 


ANNIVERSARY OF PRINTING. 

By general concurrence and without any specific 
authority for the selection, the 24th June seems to 
have been assigned for celebrating the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of the discovery of the art of 
printing. At Leipsic, the great book mart of Eu- 
rope, the day was to be ushered in with ringing of 
bells, firing of cannon—a grand procession was to 
parade—and after thanksgiving in all the principal 
churches, were to assemble at the market place, 
where an immense vocal and instrumental chair 
was to join in the jubilee. The ceremonies and 
festivities were to occupy three days. Similar ex- 
ercises were to take place at Hamburg, Berlin, Co- 
penhagan, Mayence, Cologne, Weimar and other 
cities. 

The principal celebrations of the day on this side 
of the Atlantic, took place at Boston and Philadel- 
phia—of the former the Boston Advertiser says: 

The 400th anniversary of the invention of print- 
ing was celebrated in this city, on Wednesday, by 
the printers, and the professors of the kindred arts 
and trades—the booksellers, bookbinders, type- 
founders, paper-makers, &c. Most of the of- 
fices, stores, warehouses and shops, devoted to these 
trades, were closed, and the ordinary avocations 
were suspended. Many of those employed in these 
several occupations united in a public celebration 
and dinner at Faneuil Hall—still more celebrated 
the day with their families, in other holiday amuse- 
ments. Several of the streets, particularly Congress 
street, the lower part of Washington street, State 
and Court streets, were handsomely decorated with 
flags and banners, in honor of the day. The sub- 
scribers to the dinner in Faneuil Hall, with the 
guests invited by their committee of arrangements, 
assembled at the state house, and at 4 o’clock moved 
in procession to the hall, Joseph T. Buckingham, 
esq. officiated as president of the day, and colonel 
Charles G. Greene as chief marshal. The hall was 
handsomely decorated with flags and banners, and 





The table, to which three or four hundred persons / 
sat down, was handsomely spread. When the cloth 

was removed, the president of the day made a hand- 

some and appropriate address, which was followed 

by toasts, sentiments and speeches—the latter 

chiefly from the invited guests, which were highly 

interesting, and interspersed with much agreeable 

humor. Among the speakers were the mayor, the 

speaker of the house of representatives, Dr. Pallrey, 

the collector, the British consul, the attorney gene- 

ral, professor Sears and others. Atnong the toasts 

were a number of good ones, for which we have not 

room at present, 

Mr. Buckingham, of the Courier, the president of 
the day, in the opening address made a very skilful 

passage over the ground of typographical literature, 

and landed at Cambridge, where, being reminded 

that the first book ever printed in this country, was 

published there, and called the Freeman’s Oath, he 

offered the following toast, which concluded his re- 

marks, and was received with loud applause. 

The American press—its first production was the 

Freeman’s Oath: may it never cease to guard and 

defend the freeman’s righis. 

By the mayor of Boston— 

The art of printing—may it improve men’s minds 
as much as it lengthens their tongues. 

The next toast was: 

The periodical literature of our country—the best 
evidence of its intelligence, and the strongest gua- 
rantee of its liberty. 

Replied to by Dr. Palfrey, as editor of the North 
American Review. He gave: 

The obligations of writing to printing—of composers 
to compositors, of collectors of proofs to correctors 
of proofs, of the foremost men in letters to the fore- 
man. 

The next toast was: 

Franklin—as a printer, he guided the rays of 
mind—as a philosopher, the lightning of heaven. 
His life was the best legacy he could leave to his 
country. 

Answered by Mr. Bancroft, who after a speech 
of great eloquence and power, proposed the follow- 
ing: 

“The old fellowship between Faustus and the devil — 
when the press became emancipated, the partnership 
was dissolved: the free press tells the truth and 
shames the devil. 

We select a few other of the toasts. 

The world—the great token of divine benificence— 
may it never be sullied by the slurs of ingratitude, 
or mackled by the impress of vice. 

Queen Victoria, a pearl in the fount of English su- 
periors. 

Which was responded to in his happiest manner 
by Mr. Grattan, the British consul, who gave, in 
allusion to the misrepresentations of our country, 
by some of his own country inen— 

The writers of America—fame to them abroad, 
and happiness at home. 

Then came the following: 

Printers—intellectual smelters, who receive the 
dross for their labor, while the world gets the metal. 

Editors—the locomotives of society; nothing can 
go ahead without them. 

Bookbinders—the best of executioners, without 
whose skill, no author’s works would hang to- 
gether. 

Newspapers—the intellectual spring into which 
every body dips his bueket, whilst few thank the 
fountain for its supply. 

The next was: 

The judiciary of the United States, well supplied 
with useful soris, and never at a loss for a good 
SToRY. 

‘The president here rose and read the following 
letter: 

Cambridge, June 22, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: I exceedingly regret that Iam un- 
able to juin in the celebration of the 400th anniver- 
sary of the discovery of the art of printing, to which 
you have done me the honor of inviting me. No 
occasion could have been more interesting or wel- 
come tome. Of merely human events, I know not 
if there be one, except perhaps the invention of let- 
ters, to which we ought to attribute so much influ- 
ence upon the happiness, the glory, or the destinies 
of mankind. The effects produced by the press in 
advancing literature, science, philosophy, com- 
merce, agriculture and manufactures, and indeeed 
every department of knowledge and art, are so vast 
and so various, as to be beyond the reach of human 
eomprehension to measure and appreciate. A free 
press is destined to work still more extensive 
changes in the whole fabric of government, and the 
institutions of society— wisely and skilfully manag- 
ed, the blessings which it will confer on our whole 
race, cannot be exaggerated. 





appropriate devices and mottos, A number uf emi- | 
pent literary gentlemen were among the guests, 


Forty-five years ago one of your fellow citizens, 
}aman of genius, and an inhabitant of Boston, paid 





a noble tribute to the press in a poem called “The 
Invention of Letters.”” Alluding to the slow and 
expensive manner, in which manuscripts of the 
most valuable works were copied and circulated, 
he said—scarcely in the figurative language of poe. 
try— 
“So few the scrivener’s dull profession choose, 
With tedious tuil each tardy transcript rose; 
And scarce the Iliad, penned from oral rhyme, 
Green with the bark, that bore its page sublime.” 
If | were present at your celebration, | would 
venture to ask leave to ofier the following toast: 
The memory of Faust—whose noble discovery pos. 
sesses the enviable distinction of being at once the 
pride of art, the promoter of science, the patron of 
learning and the defender of liberty. I am with the 
highest respect, truly yours, JosepH Srory, 
Mr. Attorney General Austin appeared on behalf 
of the bench, and gave at the conciusion of his re. 
marks, the following: 
The press—the magnificent, tremendous, universal 
power of the press—second only in its effluency to 
the archangel’s trumpet that is to revivify the un. 
counted millions of the dead, 
Then the following was proposed: 
Germary—tie land of science and philosophy— 
of poetry and romance. The apprupriate home of, 
the genius which invented printing. 
Replied to by professor Sears, ina speech indicat- 
ing great classic learning. We wish that ail Ger. 
many might have been there to hear it. He oilered 
the tollowing sentiment: 
The American press—may it never rest till its 
debt to the old world is fully discharged. 

The president of the day offered the following 
tribute to a race of much abused mortals. 

The printer’s devil—a harmless fumiliar, to whom 
many an author bas been indebted for reputation as 
a wit and a novelist, and never gave the devil his 
due. 

‘* Heaven’s last best gift’’—the paragon of beauty, 
the nonpareil of creation. Neither agate, pearl nor 
diamond can enhance her charms. 

By col. Greene, of the Post: 

The art of printing—the voice of thought. 

By Mr. Walter, of the Transcript: 

Claxion’s game of chess—(the first book printed 
in Engiand)—sytmbolical of the power of the press 
to make, or unmake kings. 


Among the letters of those who declined the in- 
vitation to attend the celebration, we select one 
from Mr. Benjamin True, one of the oldest printers 
in the countiy: 


Boston, June 22, 1840. 
GENTLEMEN: I am gratified in receiving an in- 
vitation to your typographical celebration, but I am 
too old a type. I have been in use seventy-five 
years. I have had the mallet laid on me often very 
heavy, so that I expect soon to be put into the old 
shoe—there to remain till the great type founder 

shall see fit to cust ine over. Respectfully yours, 

B. TRrRve. 


Ar PHILADELPHIA. The Sentinel states that, 
“at 8 o'clock in the morning the military and the 
civil procession formed, in Fifth and Liberty streets, 
from whence they proceeded to the front of the 
Hall of Independence, where a song composed for 
the occasion was sung in excellent style—aller 
which, the bands of music played “Hail Coluw- 
bia,” “Star Spangled Banner’ and ‘Washington’ 
March,” with great spirit. The whole body then 
formed a line of march and proceeded on the route 
laid down, under the direction of Daniel M. Kein, 
chief marshal, to Gray’s Ferry, in the following 
order: 

1. Printers. 

2. Four companies of volunteers. 

3. Two societies of odd fellows. 

4. Bakers. 

5. Butchers, &e. 

At half past 2 o’clock a large assembly partook 
of a dinner provided for the occasion—Dr. William 
Schnoele, president of the day. After the cloth 
was reinoved their regular toasts were drunk with 
appropriate music. Addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Holden, of the Saturday Courier, D. M. 
Keim, M. McMichel, Dr. Schnoele and others, 1 
both the German and English languages. ‘There 
were thousands on the ground, and the whole aifail 
passed off to the satisfaction of the company with- 


inar their pleasure. 





POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
LETTER FROM COLONEL JOHNSON. 
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Washington, 4th June, 1840. 
Dear str: I have received your favor of the 3d 
just. enclosing the proceedings of the democratic 
state convention of New Jersey; and informing me 
of my having been designated as their candidate for 


re-election to the vice presidency. This token of 


confidence coming from a section of the union so 
highly appreciated for every republican virtue, could 
not fail to excite in my bosom the most grateful sen- 
sations. 

Among the incidents of my political life, none has 
been so gralifying as that of the manner in which I 
have been presented to my fellow citizens. Had the 
nomination been made by national convention, I 
might have been forced upon some of the states con- 
trary to their wishes, by the overruling votes of 
other states; but when it is left to each state to make 
jts own selection, as in the present case, it gives to 
the candidate an assurance that he is their voluntary 
choice. Such is now my bappy position in relation 
to New Jersey, among other states. It has been the 
principles on which I have ever acted, not to desire 
an office, under any circumstances, which a majority 
of the people do not wish me to hold—they are the 
sovereign: the incumbent is but their agent, to act 
under them and for them, not for himself. It is the 
glory of a republican officer to be faithful to that 
trust; and when, by any means, he can ascertain that 
they desire him no longer to retain it, the principle 
of honor requires him to retire voluntarily, whatever 
fortuitous circumstances may enable him, for a sea- 
son, to do otherwise. 

I ain now doubly happy, that my position is where 
T ever wish it to be—in the hands of the people; 
among whoin none ever stood higher in patriotism, 
in valor and intelligence, than the people of New 
Jersey. 

My political life, from the earliest dawn of man- 
hood, has been a constant scene of turmoil and diffi- 
culty. The retrospect brings to view the various 
questions which have been acted upon; the sectional 
interests which have been involved; the changing 
names and divisions which political parties have as- 
sumed; the causes and measures which led to the 
declaration of the late war; the measures preparatory 
to that event, and those which were deemed neces- 
sary to give efficiency to the resort; the course to be 
pursued after its termination, for a settled peace es- 
tablishment. On all these subjects there was a 
clashing of opinions, causing a continual agitation 
of the public mind; during the same period, and up 
to the present time, the tariff, internal improvement, 
the Bank of the United States, the state banks, the 
currency, and the independent treasury, and the 
whole monetary interests of the country, have stirred 
up the strongest passions of our natures, and kept 
the nation in a state of constant excitement. Long 
existing friendships have been broken; parties have 
been dissolved, and new parties formed. Amidst all 
these vicissitudes, it is a matter of wonder to my- 
self, that I should have retained the confidence of 
iny fellow citizens. I can impute it only to the li- 
berality of the people, regarding with kindness the 
honest endeavors of their public agent to serve them; 
of which my own experience furnishes ample de- 
monstration. ' 

To the best of my ability, I have uniformly 
served iny country in pursuing the course which, in 
my view, was hest calculated to perpetuate our in- 
stitutions upon the broad basis of liberty and equa- 
lity, the inalienable 1ights of man; and by such 
means as would be likely to meet the approbation of 
my best judgment. In this discharge of my public 
duty, I have endeavored to maintain my own opi- 
ntons as to men and measures with firmness, but 
without a vindictive, harsh or a persecuting spirit, 
and with a feeling of toleration congenial with the 
spirit of our constitution, which secures to all the li- 
berty of speech and of thought. In our country, 
force or turbulence should settle nothirg—reason 
and investigation every thing. 

_ Inreviewing the history of our common country, 
it presents to the mind a sublimity of idea on which 
philanthropy may dwell with delight. It is but 
about two hundred and thirty years since, that a lit- 
tle band of colonists landed on the banks of James 
river in Virginia, and established the first permanent 
settlement of civilized society in this empire; and 
scarcely two hundred and twenty years have passed 
away since the landing of the first pilgrims at Ply- 
mouth, Massachusetts. The ages of three men, not 
exceeding three score and fourteen years each, 
would fill the whole period of time from the earliest 
settlement to the present; and we have grown from 
afew families to a nation of more than seventeen 
mihions of souls; and all blessed with every bounty 
of Providence above any other community that ever 
existed on earth. Since the establishment of our 
Present government, and within the last fifty years, 
Sur population has increased ina five fold ratio.— 

ould the same favorable auspices remain, we may 





anticipate equally favorable results for the future.— 
Under ordinary circumstances of prosperity, a popu- 
lation of free people will double itself in numbers 
in thirty-three years without an increase by emigra- 
tion. But, supposing fifty years shall be required, 
then, in two hundred years more, we shall present 
to the world the example of a republican empire of 
two hundred and seventy millions of souls, with 
abundant territory for the support and comfort of the 
whole. To what circumstance is onr rapid growth 
to be attributed? To our liberty. Where the with- 
ering hand of despotism is felt, population declines. 
It is the atmosphere of freedom alone which con- 
duces most to the happiness of a nation and to the 
rapid increase of its population. 

To enjoy that happiness, the spirit of liberty was 
brought with the earliest settlers to these western 
shores; and when the first essay was made to fasten 
upon their freeborn sons the manacles of bondage, 
the spirit of resistance was as an inspiration from 
Heaven. They took their lives in their hands, and 
resolved that their liberty and their being should ne- 
ver be separated. In that glorious struggle, which 
eventuated in the confirmation of all the blessings 
which we now enjoy, New Jersey stood proudly in 
the first rank of danger and suffering. She saw, 
during the first winter of independence, her territory 
overrun with twenty thousand British troops, with 
but a fragment of an American army, consisting of 
scarcely filteen hundred iaen, fleeing before them; 
and she beheld the scene without dismay. Scarcely 
a field in New Jersey was left unstained with the 
blood of her heroic sons; and scarcely a hamlet there 
which did not exhibit monuments of sacrifice to the 
cause of liberty. It was in New Jersey that the 
tide of war was successfully turned upon the foe in 
the darkest period of the revolution. The towns of 
Trenton and Princeton, in glorious victory, gave 
new life to the expiring hopes of America. It was 
in New Jersey, that Washington, taking his winter 
quarters at Morristown with fifteen hundred men, 
kept in check at Monmouth as many thousand Bri- 
tish regulars. It was my fortune to be born in the 
western wilderness near Ohio, now Kentucky, in 
the midst of Indian wars—and the spot which gave 
me birth, was called the bloody ground, on account 
of the many battles fought there. I have often tn 
my thoughts associated it with New Jersey, which 
may be truly called the bloody ground of the revolu- 
tion; and, from early days, the name of ‘Jersey 
Blues” bas carried with it the idea of chivalrous 
deeds in the cause of freedom. When the burning 
sands of Monmouth were strewn with the bodies of 
the slanghtered foe, Jersey volunteers performed 
their full part in the achievement. It was not the 
mere effect of accident, which gave New Jersey 
such distinction in the war; but it was the chivalry 
of her citizens. They saw the rapine which marked 
the path of the enemy. They saw their houses 
burning—their families plundered and abused; they 
saw our own army naked and starving, leaving the 
crimson stain of their bleeding feet upon the ground 
over which they marched; but, instead of being dis- 
heartened by these scenes, they tended only to in- 
crease their determination, and stimulate the ardor of 
Jerseymen. Her militia waited forno drafts. The 
voice of Washington heard in Jersey, was sufficient 
to bring around him her brave volunteers in thou- 
sands; and the alarm of danger was the only order 
necessary to bring them in contact with the foe.— 
Jersey was often chosen by Washington as the thea- 
tre of war, because he could rely upon her volunteers 
for the most dangerous enterprises; and in any 
emergency, they were always ready. Among the 
good old thirteen, she proudly stands unsurpassed in 
patriotism, in fortitude and in valor; and in the for- 
mation of new states, emigrants from Jersey have 
contributed largely to their population, while the ex- 
ample of their fathers has given tone to that spirit 
which has distinguished them in more recent trials. 

To enjoy the confidence of the democratic repub- 
licans of that state, is gratifying in the highest de- 
gree, while it corroborates the conviction that the 
principles by which T have been governed in public 
life are correct, or, if erroneous, excusable. We 
have heard our fathers tell of the sufferings and pri- 
vations of the revolution, of the fields of carnage, and 
the cries of helpless females and innocent children. 
We have read the same in the pages of history; the 
subject has been illustrated to every citizen of Jersey 
by the view of the fields and villages in which these 
scenes were acted. They have all been set before 
us as the price of that liberty which we now enjoy. 
We have seen the blessings which it has imparted 
in the unrivalled prosperity of our country and in- 
crease of its population. In every direction where 
fortune shail direct the traveller’s path, his eye is 
greeted with the smiles of happiness. In the hum- 
blest cottage, and in the loftiest mansion, the same 
felicity presides, because liberty has fixed her dwell- 
ing there. Then let us never relax our efforts to 











retain the sacred boon. It is worth the price it cost; 
aud if we have any regard for future generations, we 
shall be careful to transmit it unimpaired. This is 
the common cause in which we are now united.— 
Let the right of suffrage be maintained, and there is 
an equality of power. Let regard be had to univer- 
sal education, and that power will be exercised with 
intelligence, and forthe public good. Let the rights 
of conscience be carefully guarded, and the minds of 
men will be unfettered. Let the general govern- 
ment always confine its operations within the powers 
delegated by the constitution, and the states will be 
conservatives of theirown rights. Let the people 
observe a perpetual vigilance, and ‘hold their public 
servants to a strict accountability for all their mea- 
sures, and every error will find its corrective at the 
polls. The rich inheritance which we have received 
of our fathers, will then remain to bless the future 
generations of this happy land; and America will 
continue an example to the world of the dignity to 
which man is capable of arriving when confirmed in 
the enjoyment of heaven-born liberty. For the 
honor conferred upon me by the convention, I now 
tender my thanks; and for yourself, accept assurances 
of high consideration and friendship from your fel- 
low citizen, RICHARD M. JOHNSON. 
Joseph C. Potts, esq. secretary of the democratic 
state convention of New Jersey, at Trenton. 





EX-PRESIDENT JACKSON’S LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
OF THE NASHVILLE UNION. 
Hermitage, June 23, 1840, 
To the editor of the Nashville Union. 

Sir: From the manv letters which have been re- 
cently addressed to me, asking for an expression of 
my views relative tothe leading measures of the 
present administration of the general government, 
sume of which are from well-known and respectable 
sources, representing that efforts are made in various 
quarters of the union to ine:te a belief in the public 
mind that my confidence in the present chiet magis- 
trate has been impaired, it seems to be proper that 
some steps should be taken by me to undeceive 
those who are thus imposed upon. For this pur- 
pose, sir, I beg the favor of you to give a place in 
your columns to this note, which I trust will be as 
acceptable to those who have written to me on the 
subject, as a direct answer in the form of a letter 
would be. 

From whatever cause, or on whatever authority, 
statements may be made respresenting me as having 
changed my views of the leading measures of the 
present administration, they are unfounded and un- 
just. Of the wisdom and importance of these mea- 
sures, and particularly of that which aims at the es- 
tablishment by congress of a fiscal agency for the 
government without the use or aid of banks, time 
and the fullest opportunity for reflection have left 
not adoubt on my mind. And the ability which 
Mr. Van Buren has manifested in developing the 
bearing of this great question, and of its antagonist 
one, on the free institutions of our country, and the 
firmness he has displayed in holding on to the true 
interests of the people when there has been so much 
temptation to compromise them, entitle him in my 
judgment to a rank not infericr to that of Mr. Jet- 
fersonor Mr. Madison as a patriot and statesinan. 

With such opinions of the present chief magistrate 
and of the measures to which he has given his sanc- 
tion—opinions which I have never failed to express 
when i have had the occasion to speak on the sub- 
ject—it is surprising how any one could take up the 
idea that my confidence in him had been impaired, 
or that I have become indifferent as to the choice to 
be made at the next election between him and gene- 
ral Harrison. Looking upon the latter gentleman 
as the representative of federal principles in the 
present contest and knowing that he has never been 
identified with the republican party in any of its 
great struggles against the influences which have 
been calculated to take power from the people and 
the states and give it to the general government; to 
suppose that I would for a moment think of giving 
my support to such and individual as a candidate for 
the presidency would be a mockery of ail public 
principle. 

In respect to the statements which have been 
made in several of the newspapers of the day that 
I disagree with many of my political friends in the 
estimate they have formed of general Harrison’s 
military merits, I am not aware of having said any 
thing to justify them. Having never admired gene- 
ral Harrison as a military man,or considered him 
possessing the qualities which constitute the com- 
mander of an army, I have looked at his political re- 
lations alone in the opinions I have formed or ex- 
pressed respecting his pretentions to the presidency, 
and the consequences which would result to the 
country, should the suffrages of the people place 
bim in that high office. I am 4-4 4 res nee ey 
obedient servant, ANDREW JACKSON, 


| 
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LETTERS FROM GEN. HARRISON AND MR. TYLER. 

Correspondence between the whigs of the legislature of 
New York and the whig candidates for president and 
vice president of the United States. 


Albany, Feb. 28th, 1840. 

Srr: On behalf of the whig members of the le- 
gislature, being a majority of both the senate and 
the house of assembly, the undersigned have the 
honor to transmit to you the enclosed resolutions 
prepared by us and passed with perfect unanimity 
and the most enthusiastic feeling, by those memn- 
bers, at a meeting held on Saturday last, being the 
anniversary of Washington’s birth day. 

We have also the honor to transmit to you a pa- 
per containing a report in full of the speeches and 
proceedings, at that meeting. ' 

We have the fullest confidence that in the views 
there expressed as to the character and policy of the 
present adininistration, as well as in the tributes 
paid to your character and public services, and to 
those of the distinguished citizen associated with 
you in the Harrisburg nomination, we have given 
utterance not only to our own feelings and convic- 
tions, but to those of alarge majority of the people 
of this state. 

We are with high respect, your friends and fel- 
low citizens, 

G. C. VERPLANCK, 
MARTIN LEE, 
JOHN MAYNARD, 
C. FE. CLARK, 

WM. DUER, 
PETER R. a assembly. 


Of the senate. 


D. B. ST. JOHN, 
J. HUBBARD, 
Gen. William Henry Harrison. 


North Bend, Ohio, May 23, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 28th of February, 
conveying the proceedings of a meeting of the whig 
members of the Jegislature, convened in the capitol 
of the state on the 22d of that month. 

I beg you to believe, gentlemen, that I am deep- 
ly impressed with the honor, which has been con- 
ferred upon me by tbe distinguished body, whom 
on this occasion you represent. The great object 
of both my civil and military life has been to serve 
my country, to the utmost of my abilities, and to 
obtain its approbation. The hope of this has often 
cheered me in circumstance of great difficulty and 
embarrassment. 

You will pardon me, I trust, if in this letter I go 
somewhat beyond the mere purpose of acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of your communication, and use the 
occasion for making a few remarks, which circum- 
stances seem to require from me, it respect toa de- 
claration of opinions, or pledges, as to my future 
conduct, required of candidates for high offices. 


My public life, not now a short one, is before the 
country. My opinions on important subjects, have 
been expressed from time to time, as those subjects 
have arisen, and since my name has been mentioned 
among those from whom a selection might be made 
for the office of president, [ have in several letters 
to friends, fully and frankly avowed my sentiments. 
Farther than this, | cannot suppose intelligent per- 
sons could desire me to go. The people of this 
country do not rely on professions, promises and 
pledges. They know, that if a candidate is unprin- 
cipled he will not scruple to give any pledge that 
may be required of him and as little will he hesitate 
to violate it. I have already tnade public the prin- 
ciples by which I should be governed if elected pre- 
sident, so far as relates tu the properexecutive dulies 
of that office. But almost innumerable applications 
have been made to me, for my opinions relative to 
matters of legislation, or even to the proper mode 
of conducting business in the two houses of con- 
gress. My published letters to Mr. Williams and 
Mr. Denny, will show that I do not consider the 
president a constituent branch of the legislature;— 
yet it is impossible to read the letters that have been 
addressef to me, without believing that many of the 
writers had adopted the opinion, that the presiden- 
tial office was the proper source and origin of all the 
Jegislation of the country; an opinion, in my judg- 
ment,-at ~war with every principle of the constitu- 
tion and: of deep and dangerous consequences. ‘The 
prevalence of such sentiments, more than almost 
= thing else, would tend to consolidate the whole 
substantial power of the government in the hands 
of a single man, a tendency which, whether in or out 
of office, I feel it my most solemn duty to resist. 

-I have declined, therefore, to give any further 
pledgesor opinions on subjects which belong tothe 
future fegislation of congress—because: 

‘Fy conceive; for the reasons given in my letters to 
Mr. Williams and Mr. Denny, that congress should 
be left as mutch as-possible untrammeled by exe- 





cutive influence in the discharge of its legislative 
functions; and that a better guarantee for the cor- 
rect conduct of a chief magistrate may be found in 
his character and the course of his former life, than 
in pledges and opinions given during the pendency 
of a doubtful contest; and that, although recognis- 
ing the right of the people to be inforined of the 
leading political opinions of the candidates for offices 
of trust, vet as it regards the subjects upon which 
the legislature may be called to act, the pledges and 
opinions should be required, if required at all, of the 
candidates for congress. 

2. Because, the habit of considering a single in- 
dividual as the source from which all the measures 
of government should emanate, is degracing toa re- 
public, and of the most dangerous tendency. 

3. Because, upon all the questions in regard to 
which under any circumstances, it would be at all 
proper for me to make answers, my sentiments have 
already been fully and clearly given to the publie, 
in a manner to entitle thein to credence, as I con. 
ceive that no honest man would suffer Ais friends to 
publish documents in his name which were not ge- 
nuine, or containing opinions which he was not then 
willing toendorse. Accept, gentlemen, the assu- 
rance of my high regard. 

WM. H. HARRISON. 
Messrs. Verplanck, Lee, Maynard, Duer, Clark, Por- 
ter, St. John and Hubbard. 


In reply to a letter similar in substance to that of 
gen. Harrison, gov. Tyler thus writes: 

_ Williamsburg, Va. March 20, 1840. 

GENTLEMEN: I owe you my acknowledgments 
for your letter communicating to me the proceed- 
ings of the whig members of the legislature of New 
York, and the paper containing the addresses made 
at their late meeting. I have read them with deep 
interest, not because of my present political relations 
to the country, relations which you are well aware 
are not in the slightest degree of my own seeking; 
but because whatever proceeds from the accredited 
representatives of a majority of the people of the 
great state of New York, is entitled at all tines, and 
more especially at the present, to excite the highest 
degree of attention. The influence and power which 
she exerts over the affairs of the union, devolve upon 
her a responsibility of the weightiest character, and 
when she announces herself on the side of the insti- 
tutions of the country, the friends of civil liberty 
have cause to feel assured that all is safe. Such are 
the feelings which your late proceedings and ad- 
dresses are calculated to inspire, and such, I am 
sure, will be the happy result. 

For the complimentary notice which has been ta- 
ken of myself by the whig members of the legisla- 
ture, I beg to be permitted to express my thanks, 
and to tender to each of you, gentlemen, wishes for 
your health, happiness and prosperity. I have the 


honor to be, yours, &c. &e. 
JOHN TYLER. 


Committee of the senate—hon. G. 0. Verplanck, 
hon. gen. Martin Lee, hon. John Maynard. 
Committee of the assembly—Messrs. C. FE. Clark, 
Wm. Duer, Peter R. Porter, D. B. St. John and 

J. Hubbard. 


GEN. HARRISON TO MR. BERRIEN. 
From the Savannah Republican. 
Suvannah, June 20, 1840. 

Messrs. Eprrors: It will be recollected that I 
Was some time since called upon by several editors 
of newspapers to produce a letter written to me by 
general Harrison, in the year 1836, and referred to 
by him in a recent letter to acorrespondent in Loui- 
siana; and that, after searching among my papers, 
I stated to the public my inability to comply with 
the request. The continued anxiety which was 
manifested to know the contents of this letter, other- 
wise than froin my recollection of them, which was 
all i could offer, nace me very desirous, if possible, 
to recover it. Having occasion some time since to 
visit Darien, I met there with Allen B. Powell, esq. 
who represented the county of McIntosh in the se- 
nate of Georgia in the year 1836. He stated to me 
his perfect recollection of having seen that letter in 
my possession at Milledgeville, in November of last 
year, and of having read it a second time in the oi- 
fice of the Southern Recorder at that place. I im- 
mediately caused an inquiry to be made for it there, 
but without success. Having great confidence, how- 
ever, in the correctness of Mr. Powell’s recollection, 
and having in the mean time heard from other gen- 
tlemen that they also had seen this letter at the same 
time and place, before leaving Savannah to attend the 
late state rights convention, | wrote to Mr. Powell, 
requesting him to communicate, ina letter addressed 
to me at Milledgeville, whatever he knew in relation 


to this lost paper, that while there I might myself 


cause another search to bemade. He complied with 
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this request, but, owing to the difficulty of transport. 
ing the mail at that particular time, his letter did not 
reach Milledgeville until 1 had left, it was forward. 
ed to me from that place. As soon as I received it, 
[ again addressed myself to a friend there, request. 
ing that a further search might be made, and (avail. 
ing myself of Mr. Powell’s suggestion) that an exami- 
nation might be had of the files of the Recorder ard 
Milledgeville Journal, to ascertain if it had not 
been contemporaneously published in one of those 
papers. The mail of yesterday brought me an affir. 
inative answer to this last inquiry, and a copy of the 
letter, extracted from the files of the Milledgeville 
Journal of the 22d November, 1836. The absence 
of Mr. Orme, of the Recorder, in whose possession 
Mr. Powell had seen the orginal, prevented any fur- 
ther search for it in his office. I send you a copy of 
the letter of Allen B. Powell, esq. and that of gen. 
Harrison, which I will thank you to insert in the Re- 
publican. I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JN. MACPHERSON BERRIEN. 
To the editors of the Daily Republican. 





Copy of a letter from Allen B. Powell, esq. to J. M. 
Berrien, esq. 
Ridge, Muy 28, 1840. 

Dear sir: Your favor of the 25th instant is before 
me. I recollect distinectiy your showing me the let. 
ter from general Harrison. You afterwards told me 
that yon had left it with Mr. Orme, and said that 
you wished it seen by as many persons as possible, 
and I invited col. N. J. McDonald to go and see it. 
He declined, and I went over, and Mr. Orme hand- 
ed it to me, and I read it again; this I am_ positive 
of. I had just before given my reason, in the senate, 
on the resolutions to instruct the electors to vote for 
Van Buren, in the event of their ascertaining that 
judge White could not be elected, and I referred to 
general Harrison’s remarks on the Missouri restric- 
tion. I was backed by Dr. Williams, of Troup 
county. Our remarks, with others, were published 
in the Georgia Journal. I was glad to see general 
Harrison’s letter, and that he still held to his iormer 
opinions. 

And now, my dear sir, I will state that my memo- 
ry has greatly deceived me, if the Southern Recor- 
der and Georgia Journal did not publish the letter, 
without saying who it was directed to. Respectful- 
ly, your obedient servant, 

ALLEN B. POWELL. 

To the hon. J. M. Berrien. 


Copy of a letter from general Harrison to J. M. 
Berrien, esq. 
Near New Lancaster, Nov. 4, 1836. 

My dear sir: This is the first day of leisure that I 
have had since I had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 30th September, and I avail myself of it to 
answer the three questions you propose to me, and 
which are in the following words, viz: 

Ist. “Can the congress of the United States, consis- 
tently with the constitution, abolish slavery either in 
the states or in the District of Columbia?” 

2d. ‘Do not good faith and the peace and harmo- 
ny of the union regnire that the act for the compro- 
mise of the tariff, commouly known as Mr. Clay’s 
bill, should be carried out according to its spirit and 
intention?” 

3d. “Is the principal proclaimed by the domi- 
nant party, that ‘the spoils belong to the victors,’ 
consistent with an honest and patriotic administra- 
tion of the office of the president of the United 
States.” 

I proceed to answer these questions in the order 
they are proposed. 

Ist. I do not think that congress can abolish, or 
in any manner interfere with, slavery, as it exists in 
the states, but upon the application of the states, 
nor abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
without the consent of the states of Virgima and 
Maryland, and the people of the District. The first 
would be, in my opinion, a palpable violation of the 
constitution, and the latter a breach of faith towards 
the states 1 have mentioned, who would certainly 
not have made the cession, if they had supposed that 
it would ever be used for a purpose so different from 
that which was its object, and so injurious to them 
as the location of a free colored population in the 
midst of their slave population of the same deserip- 
tion. Nor do I believe that congress could deprive 
the people of the District of Columbia of their pro- 
perty without their consent. It would be reviving 
the doctrine of the tories of Great Britain in rela- 
tion to the powers of parliament over the colonies 
before the revolutionary war, and in direct hostility 
to the principle advanced by lord Chatham, that 
‘what was man’s own was absolutely and exclu- 
sively his own, and could not be taken from him, 


without his consent, given by himself or his legal 


representative.” 
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94. Good faith and the peace and harmony of the 
union do, in ny opinion, require that the compro- 
mise of the tariff, known as Mr. Clay’s bill, should 
be carried out according to its spirit and intention. 

3d. 1 am decidedly of opinion that the power 
of appointment to office, vested in the executive of 
the U. States by the constitution, should be used 
with a single eye to the public advantage, and not 
to promote the interests of a party. Indeed, that the 
president of the United States should belong to no 

arty. 
. You are at liberty to use this letter for any purpose 
you may think proper. I am, dear sir, with great 


regard and consideration, your humble servant, 
W. H. HARRISON. 





INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 
‘vom the Richmond Enquirer. 

We are’requested by the central committee of the 
democratic party of Virginia to lay the following 
correspondence before our readers—and they ear- 
nestly recommend Mr. Poinseti’s luminous, dig- 
nified and able letter to the consideration of every 
citizen of the United States: 

Richmond, May 29, 1840. 

Dear srr: The interest of the administration, as 
far as that depends upon the favorable opinion of the 
people of this state; and also, as we believe, the 
cause of truth itself, have been greatly prejudiced by 
the extraordinary use which has been made of your 
late report concerning the militia; and the important 
contest we have at hand, will furnish fresh incentives 
for a continued resort to artifice and misrepresenta- 
tion. From these considerations, we are constrain- 
ed to address you directly on the subject, and to 
state to you the substance of the objections made to 
your plan for re-organizing the militia. You are 
charged with a design of establishing a standing ar- 
my of 200,000 men; with proposing a system with- 
out precedent in our annals, tyrannical and oppres- 
sive in aii its details, and without a parallel in the 
history of free governments—a plan, which it is al- 
leged, was submitted to the president, examined ant 
approved by him, and placed before congress at this 
particular period in order to organize a body of voters 
to favor his re-election. You are charged, moreover, 
with having originated a scheme coinpelling every 
man to furnish his own arms and accoutrements, 
thereby imposing a heavy tax upon the citizens, con- 
trary to the genius of our institutions. 

These statements hav2 been so solemnly urged 
that they nay impress a portion of the people of 
Virginia with distrust of one, who could have deli- 
berately proposed and advised such a plan. And 
our opponents have so adroitly employed it to excite 
the prejudices of the people, that we ask you in the 
spirit of frankness, to review the whole subject, and 
to set forth the considerations which induced you to 
propose it at this particular juncture—explain to us 
the true chiracter of your proposition, and the con- 
clusions to which your deliberate judginent, aided by 
the objections of your adversaries, have conducted 
you; and to state wherein the plan proposed by you 
diifers from those, which in former occasions have 
been presented to congress. 

The archieves of your own office, and the records 
of both houses in congress, place the means of ob- 
taining the information we ask, more within your 
reach at Washington than is possessed by ourselves; 
and we respectfully ask you to enable us to set this 
matter in its true light before the public. Our ob- 
ject in dving so, is toth to subserve the cause of 
truth by apprising you of tie uses which have been 
made of your position in Virginia, and to afford you 
a fair opportunity of explaining it fully before the 
nation. Very respectfully, yours, 

THOMAS RITCHIE, 
Secretary of the central dem. com. of Va. 
To J. R. Poinsett, esq. secretary of war, Wushinglon. 


MR. POINSETT'S REPLY. 
Washington, June 5th, 1840. 

Dear srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, of the 29th ult. stating your 
belief, that the cause of democracy in Virginia had 
been seriously prejudiced by the extraordinary use 
Which has been made of my late report concerning 
the militia, bringing to my view the substance of the 
objections made to my plan, and asking me to ex- 
plain the true charaeter of the proposition so as to 
enable the central democratic cowwittee of Virgi- 
nia, to set this matter in its true light before the 
public. 

f avail myself, with great pleasure, of the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded me of stating, through you, to 
my feilow citizens of Virginia, and to the peuple of 
the United States, the motives which induced me to 
present a plan for the reorganization of the militia 
at this particular juncture, of explaining the princi- 
ples on which it is founded, and of correcting as well 


j utterly neglected. 
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the errors of some who have opposed it fairly, as the 
misrepresentations of others who have sought only to 
deceive and mislead the people. 

It must be fresh in your recollection, that congress, 
very shortly before the close of the last session, by 
a vote unanimous in one house, and very nearly so 
in the other, expressed an opinion that the country 
was exposed to the hazard of being involved in war; 
and reposing a trust and confidence in the patriotisin 
and wisdow of the president, unparalleled in the his- 
tory of our republic, adjourned after investing him 
with full powers to avert or to eet the danger.— 
Immediately after the passage of that act, which de- 
fined the description of force to which the defence 
of the country was to be trusted in the event of war, 





the committee on the militia of the house of repre- 
sentatives required me, through their chairman, to 
prepare a plan for the better organization of the mi- 
litia of the United States; and no sooner had congress 
adjourned than the president, sensible of the respon- 
sibilities imposed upon him by this act, and anxious 
alike to justify the confidence of congress and to dis- 
charge his duty to the nation, called upon the war 
and navy departinents to furnish him with statements 
showing the condition of the defences of the coun- 
try. The subject was carefully examined, the state 
of our fortifications and tnilitary preparations, and of 
our regular and militia forces accurately ascertained 
and attentively considered. This examination proved, 
that the maxim bequeathed to us by the father of his 
country, “IN PEACE PREPARE FOR WAR,” had been 
The avenues to our great com- 
inercial capitals and to our most important naval de- 
pols were unprotected, and there existed no means 
of manning the forts that were in a condition to re- 
ceive their armament. A few regiments of the army 
were concentrated in Florida, trom whence they 
could not be withdrawn without risking the safety of 
that territory, and the remainder were dispersed along 
the extensive lines of the northern and western fron- 
tiers. If, therefore, the war which appeared to be 
apprehended by congress, should have occurred, the 
defence of the country must have rested chiefly upon 
the militia of the United States. From these circum- 
stances, no less than froin the tenor of the act by 
which the only additional force provided for the oc- 
casion and placed by congress at the disposal of the 
executive was of this description, its condition be- 
came then an object of earnest solicitude, and the re- 
sult of my inquiries was most unsatisfactory. In 
soine of the states the citizens, liable to militia duty, 
turn the subject into ridicule, and instead of being 
armed and eqnipped according to law, appear in mas- 
querade; in others, when mustered, a majority of 
thein are armed with walking canes, fowling pieces, 
or unserviceable muskets—while in all, the training 
produces little else than the abstraction of millions 
annually from the productive industry of the coun- 
try. In some of the states training the militia has 
been abandoned in despair, and the law of congress 
on the subject become a dead letter. There were 
found in the chief towns companies handsomely uni- 
formed and well drilled; but their nuinber is insuffi- 
cient to man the works or guard the approaches to 
their respective cities.. With this force only to de- 
pend upon, the danger to which the country would 
be exposed on the occurrence of the contingency con- 
templated by congress, could not be disguised. I 
shuddered, when I contemplated the scene of confu- 
sion that would attend the appearance of a hostile 
fleet before any of our principal seaports. The forts 
inanned suddenly with troops unaccustomed to the 
use of great guns, contrasting their slow and uncer- 
tain fire through which the enemy would pass un- 
harmed until théy moored their floating batteries 
opposite the city, with the rapid fire and unerring 
alm of the practised gunner by which an enemy 
would probably be destroyed, or so crippled as to be 
compelled to abandon the attack; or, supposing a 
force tu land on our shores, I foresaw the useless 
slaughter of our best and bravest citizens, who, for 
want of instruction, would, in all human probabill- 
ty, be out mancavred and defeated, and the calami- 
tous scene of the last war in the capture of Wash- 
ington be acted over again. The result of this action 
in which raw militia were brought suddenly together 
and opposed to regular forces in the open field, com- 
pared with that of New Orleans, where the same 
description of troops were asseinbled some days be- 
fore, and stationed behind ramparts, teaches an im- 
pressive lesson. On the one hand, we see a gallant 
but untrained army of militia wavering before the 
steady mancuvres of regular troops, breaking their 


‘| line, and, panic struck, flying from the field, leaving 


the enemy in possession of the city, to burn and de- 
stroy it: while on the other hand, a band composed of 
afew regulars and militia, who had the benefit of be- 
ing brought together a short time in advance, and 
posted advantageously behind hastily constructed 
lines, achieved one of the most brilliant and glorious 


|victories recorded in history, saved the city which 
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was the object of the enterprize, and drove the ene- 
my with disgrace from our soil. 

Called by the voice of congress to prepare to de- 
fend the country, taught by the events of the last war 
what might be expected from an enterprizing and 
great naval power, and warned by the English press 
of the possibility in case of war with that country of 
black regiments being landed within the territory of 
the southern states, and that the horrors of servile in- 
surrection might be added to the ordinary calamities 
of war, it became the duty of the executive to seek 
to organize and render efficient the only means of 
defence at hand. 

The president concurred with me in opinion with 
regard to the importance of reorganizing the militia 
at this time, but had no agency in preparing the plan 
reported to congress and no previous knowledge of 
its details. It was prepared, as has already been 
stated, at the request of a committee of the house of 
representatives expressed at the close of the last ses- 
sion, and reported to this congress upon a call of the 
house, made directly upon the secretary of war, and 
as is usual in all such cases, sent to that body with- 
out being previously submitted to the president.— 
With it or its details he, therefore, had nothing to do. 
In preparing it, my attention was first directed to the 
several plans which had been recoinmended to the 
consideration of congress by Mr. Van Buren’s pre- 
decessors, as well as those proposed by committees 
of congress, and experienced officers of the line and 
of the militia. In order that you inay fully compre- 
hend the subject, and justly appreciate the Principles 
on which the plan under consideration is based. I 
will briefly recapitulate the leading points in the sys- 
tems recommended. 

The first piso. that of gen. Knox, was sanctioned 
by general Washington, after being modified accord - 
ing to the alterations suggested by him. Jt proposed 
to divide the militia into three classes. The first to 
be denominated the advance corps, and to be com- 
posed of young men from eighteen to twenty years 
of age, inclusive. The second, to be denominated 
the main corps, and to be composed of men from 
twenty-one to forty-five years of age; and the third 
to be denominated the reserve corps, and to be com- 
posed of men froin forty-five to sixty years of age. 
“The whole of the advance corps,” says the report, 
“shall be clothed according to the manner hereafter 
directed, arined and subsisted at the expense of the 
United States, and all the youth of the said corps in 
each state, shall be encamped together, if practica- 
ble, or by legions, which encampment shall be call- 
ed the annual camp of discipline. 

“The youth of eighteen and nineteen shall be dis- 
ciplined for thirty days successively, in each year, 
and those of twenty years shall be disciplined only 
for ten days in each year, which shall be the last ten 
days of the annual encampment.” 

“The non-commissioned officers and privates are 
not to receive any pay during the said time, but the 
commissioned officers will receive the pay of their 
relative ranks, agreeably to the federal establishment 
for the tine being.” 

General Knox then goes on to estimate for a major 
general and staff, for four legions, amounting to the 
annual sum of $390,240. 

The next project for organizing the militia was 
presented by Mr. Jefferson, in his message to con- 
gress in December, 1805, he says:—**You will con- 
sider whether it would not be expedient for a state 
of peace, az well as of war, so to organize or class 
the militia as would enable us, on a sudden emer- 
gency to call for the services of the younger portions 
unincuinbered with the old and those having fami- 
lies. Upwards of 300,000 able bodied men, between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-six years, which 
the last census shows we may now count within our 
limits, will furnish a competent number for offence 
or defence, in any point where they may be wanted 
and will give time for raising regular forces, after the 
necessity of them shall become certain; and the re- 
ducing to the early period of life all its active ser- 
vice, cannot but be desirable to our younger citizens 
of the present, as well as future times; inasmuch as 
it engages to them, in more advanced age, a quiet 
and undisturbed repose in the bosom of their fami- 
lies. I cannot then, but earnestly recommend to 
your early consideration the expediency of so modi- 
fying our militia system, as by a separation of the 
more active part, from that which is less so, we may 
draw from it, when necessary, an effective corps, fit 
for real and active service, and to be called to in re- 
gular rotation.” 

So earnest were Mr. Jefferson’s convictions of the 
propriety and necessity of this measure, that at a 
late period of his life, this able statesman and exalt- 
ed patriot thus writes to general Kosciusko, oa the 
26th of February, 1810:—**Two measures have not 
been adopted which I pressed upon congress repeat- 
edly at their meetings. The one to settle the whole 
ungranted territory of Orleans, by donations of land 
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to able bodied young men, to be engaged and carri- 
ed there at the public expense, who would constitute 
a force always ready on the spot to defend New Or- 
leans. The other was to class the militia according 
to the year of their birth, and make all those from 
twenty to twenty-five, liable to be trained and called 
into service at a moment’s warning. This would 
have given us a force of three hundred thousand 
young men, prepared by proper training for service 
in any part of the United States; while those who had 
»assed through that period would remain at home, 
liable to be used in their own or adjacent states.— 
These two measures would have completed what I 
deemed necessary for the entire security of our coun- 
try. They would have given me on my retirement 
from the government of the nation, the consolatory 
reflections that having found when I was called to it, 
not a single seaport town in a condition to repel a 
levy of contribution by a single privateer or pirate, 
I had left every harbor so prepared by works and 
_ gun boats, as to be in a reasonable state of security 
against any probable attack; the territory of Orleans 
acquired and planted, with an internal force sufficient 
for its protection; and the whole territory of the U. 
States organizing by such a classification of its male 
force; as would give it the benefit of all its young 
population for active service, and that of a middle 
and advanced age for stationary defence. But these 
measures will, I hope, be completed by my succes- 
sor, who, to the purest principles of republican pa- 
triotism, adds a wisdom and foresight second to no 
man on earth.” 

In 1810, Mr. Madison called the attention of con- 
gress to this subject. Speaking of the militia, he 
says, “It is for their consideration (congress) whe- 
ther further provisions are not requisite for the other 
contemplated objects of organization and discipline. 
To give to this great mass of physical and moral 
force the efficiency which it merits, and is capable 
of receiving, it is indispensable, that it should be 
instructed and practised in the rules by which they 
are tobe governed. ‘Towards an accoinplishment 
of this important work, I recommend, for the consi- 
deration of congress, the expediency of instituting a 
system, which shall, in the first instance, call into the 
field, at the public expense, and, for a time, certain 
portions of the coinmissioned and non-commissioned 
officers. The instruction and discipline thus ac- 
quired would gradually diffuse, through the entire 
body of the militia, that practical knowledge and 
promptitude for active service, which are the great 
ends to be pursued.” ‘ 

In 1812, when on the eve of a war with Great Bri- 
tain, Mr. Madison repeats the recommendation with 
great earnestness—and at the close of the war, he 
says, “I cannot press too much on the attention of 
congress such a classification and organization of the 
militia as will most effectually render it the safe- 
guard of a free state. If experience has shown in 
the recent splendid achievements of the militia, the 
value of this resource for the public defence, it has 
shown also the importance of that skill in the use of 
arms, and of familiarity with the essential rules of 
discipline, which cannot be expected from the regu- 
lations now iu force.” 

In 1812, the legislature of Kentucky adopted reso- 
lutions on this subject, and recommended to congress 
the classification of the militia by dividing it into 
three classes—the first to be composed of all capable 
of bearing arms froin 15 to 21 years of age—the se- 
cond between 21 and 27—the third between 27 and 
45 years of age.’ The principal object of the first 
class would be, to acquire a knowledge of tactics 
and discipline; of the second, which might be deno- 
minated the effective one, to be complete:y armed 
and equipped to march whenever required; of the 
third, to form a reserve, which need not be compelled 
to attend musters, unless when called upon to ren- 
der actual service.” ; 

“The progress of all capable of bearing arms, 
through the several classes, promises a greater per- 
fection of discipline than can be effected under the 
present plan; all would, in fact, have thus passed 
through a school in which it would have been taught, 
and perhaps more than a million of dollars be annu- 
ally saved to the community in the labor of those 
excused from uselessly attending musters. But the 

reatest advantage which would result froin it would 
Ge the keeping an elfective, disposable and compe- 
tent military force at all times ready for service, 
without the danger and inconvenience resulting froin 
a standing army.” 

The great solicitude felt by Mr. Madison fora 
more efficient organization of the army induced him 
again to call the attention of congress to the subject. 
In hislast message of December 3d, 1816, he says: 
“As a subject of the highest importance to the na- 
tional welfare, I must again earnestly recommend to 
the consideration of congress a reorganization of the 
militia on a plan which will form it into classes ac- 
cording to the periods of life more or less adapted to | 





military services. An efficient militia is authorised 
and contemplated by the constitution, and required 
by the spirit and safety of the government. The 
present organization of our militia is universally re- 
garded as less efficient than it ought to be made; and 
no organization can be better calculated to give to it 
its due force than a classification which will assign 
the foremost place in the defence of the country to 
that portion of its citizens, whose activity and anima- 
tion best enable them to rally to its standard.” 

In conformity with these views, and in compliance 
witha resolution of the house of representatives, re- 
questing the secretary of war to report a systein for 
the organization and discipline of the militia, best 
calculated, in his opinion, to promote the efficiency 
of that force when called into public service, a plan 
was submitted in 1817, by that officer which divided 
the militia into three classes. ‘Those between 18 
and 21 years of age to be called the minor class; 
those between 21 and 31 to be called the junior class; 
and those over 31 and 45 years of age to be called the 
senior class of militia.” 

The militia of the two first classes to be assembled 
at cantonments not more than twice a year, and that 
while so assembled, they shall be subsisted and 
equipped at the expense of the United States—one 
or more arsenals and depots were to be established 
in each state or territory. 

The committee of the house to which this portion 
of Mr. Madison’s message and the plan of the secre- 
tary of war were referred, and of which gen. Wm. 
Henry Harrison was chairman, submitted an elabo- 
rate report, accompanied by a bill, adopting the prin- 
ciples recommended by the executive, and engrafted 
upon it a system for the military instruction of all 
the youth in the United States at the public expense. 
The report sets forth, that ‘‘to instruct the present 
inilitia of the country to any useful extent would 
require a larger portion of their time than they can 
possibly spare from the duty of providing for their 
families, unless they are liberally paid—to pay them, 
would absorb all the resources of the nation.” 

‘The alternative appears to be to direct the efforts 
of the government to instruct such a portion of the mi- 
litia as their means will allow, and which would pro- 
duce the most beneficial result upon the whole mass.” 

The bill divided the militia into three classes, as 
proposed by the secretary of war; and gen. Harrison 
says, “the junior or middle class will be composed 
of men who have small fainilies, or those who have 
none, who are in the full enjoyment of bodily strength 
and activity, and whose minds are more easily excit- 
ed to military ardor and the love of glory, than those 
of a more advanced period oflife. Notwithstanding 
the classification, it is recommended that the officers 
and sergeants of the whole militia of the United 
States, be trained for one month in every year, at the 
public expense. The estimate, upon the supposi- 
tion that the officers and sergeants receive full pay 
for one month, without rations or an allowance of 
rations or forage, except to the sergeants for whom 
rations might be necessary, amounts to $1,738,500; 
and one made upon the supposition that the officers 
receive only half pay, and the sergeants full pay and 
rations, amounts to $1,578,000; a third estimate, 
upon the supposition that all the officers receive 
thirty dollars a month, or leaving them on full pay 
and rations, requires $1,565,000 per month. 

On coming into office, Mr. Monroe called the un- 
remitted attention of congress to the organization 
and discipline of the militia, and frequently repeated 
the recommendation. 

In 1825, the then secretary of war, Mr. Barbour, 
assembled a board composed of regular and militia 
officers, to take into consideration the expediency of 
reorganizing the militia. Their report, and the nu- 
merous letters addressed to the secretary in a reply 
to a series of queries put by him tothe governors of 
the several states, all recommend a adlect body of 
inilitia to be trained for the defence of the country, 
in preference to the fruitless attempt then and now 
inaking to discipline the whole mass. 

Mr. Barbour says, in his report to president 
Adams, in 1826, “Important changes ir the present 
system are indispensable to make the mililia any way 
equal to the standard assigned it by the wishes of the 
patriot,” And again: “It would appear that keep- 
ing up a system of the militia so extensive as the 
present, and burthensome, without any advantage to 
a large class of our cilizens, was altogether unne- 
cessary. 

“A different organization, therefore, by which at 
least a million and a half of our most useful citizens 
would be relieved from the unprofitable pageantry 
of military parade for five or six days in the year, 
constituting so injurious a draft on their industry, 
must be one which cannot fail to be well received 
by the American people; and when, too, it is be- 
lieved that notwithstanding this relief, a superior 
efficiency will be imparted to this natural arm of the 
national defence.” The board of officers composed 
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of general Scott, major general T. Cadwallader, of 
Pennsylvania, adjutant general Sumner, of Massa- 
chusetts, adjutant general Daniel, of North Carolina, 
lieutenant colonels Eustis, Z. Taylor and E. Cutler, 
and major Nourse, of the United States army, took 
the same view of the classification as I have done, 
and exempted the young men up to the age of 21, 
‘because it was thought unnecessary, in time of 
peace, for government to interfere with the ordinary 
control of parents, guardians and masters over mi- 
nors”—and gave it as their opinion that a well regu- 
lated, armed and instructed militia of 400,000 men 
for the whole union, would be sufficient for all the 
purposes stated in the constitution.” They propos- 
ed “an adjutant general as necessary to the esta- 
blishment of an efficient plan.” They proposed “to 
increase the term of service when the militia may 
be called out by the president from three to twelve 
inonths.” They proposed ‘to enrol and organize 
one brigade for every congressional district in the 
U. States—the minimum aggregate to be 410,374, 
and the maximum aggregate 595,270 men.” Camps 
of instruction to be formed for the officers alone, who 
are to receive pay during the period of encampment. 
One hundred and four camps are recoinmended for 
ten days in a year, each to have an instructor from 
the regular army, or from West Point, and the num- 
ber of officers annually assembled and paid during 
the period of encampment, after making liberal de- 
ductions for absence from sickness and other causes, 
is estimated at 16,658. ‘The whole expense calcu. 
lated at $1 50 aday for each officer, at $1 25, and 
$1 00, varies froin $318, 123—$276,258—to 134,343 
for the ten days. 

General Jackson, than whom no man in this coun- 
try had better opportunities of observing and prac- 
tically experiencing the deficiencies of the present 
system, recommended in the most earnest manner 
an organization of the militia by classes. He says, 
in his message of December, 1835, ‘Occurrences to 
which we, as well as all other nations are liable, both 
in our internal and external relations, point to the 
necessity of an efficient organization of tke militia. 
I am again induced, by the importance of the sub- 
ject, to bring it to your attention. Tosuppress do- 
mestic violence, and to repel foreign invasion, should 
these calamities overtake us, we must rely, in the 
first instance, upon the great body of the community 
whose will bas instituted, and whose power must 
support the government. A large standing military 
force is not consonant to the spirt of our institutions, 
nor to the feelings of our countrymen; and the les- 
sons of former days, and those also of ourown times, 
show the danger, as well as the enormous expense 
of these permanent and extensive military organiza- 
tions. That just medium which avoids an inade- 
quate preparation on one hand, and the danger and 
expense of a large force on the other, is what our 
constituents have aright to expect froin their go- 
vernment. This object can be attained only by the 
inaintenance of a small military force, and by such 
an organization of the physical strength of the coun- 
try as may bring this power into operation whenever 
its services are required. A classification of the 
population offers the most obvious means of effecting 
this organization. Such a division may be made as 
will be just to all, by transferring each, at a proper 
period of life, from one class to another, and by call- 
ing first for the services of that class, whether for 
instruction or action, which, from age, is qualified 
for the duty, and may be called to perform it with 
the least injury to themselves, or to the public.— 
Should the danger ever becoine so imminent as to 
require additional force, the other classes, in succes- 
sion, would be ready for the call. And if, in addi- 
tion to this organization, voluntary associations were 
encouraged, and inducements held out for their for- 
mation, our militia would be ina state of efficient 
service. Now, when we are at peace, is the proper 
time to adjust, and establish a practicable system.— 
The object is certainiy worth the experiment, and 
worth the expense. No one appreciating the bless- 
ings of a republican government, can object to his 
share of the burden which such a plan may impose. 
Indeed, a moderate portion of the national funds 
could scarcely be better applied, than in carrying 
into effect and continuing such an arrangement, and 
in giving the necessary elementary instruction.”— 
“The armor and the attitude of defence afford the 
best security against those collisions which the am- 
bition or interest, or some other passion of nations, 
not more justifiable, is liable to produce. In many 
countries, it is considered unsate to put arms into 
the hands of the people, and to instruct them in the 
elements of military knowledge. That. fear can 
have no place here, when itis recollected that the 
people are the sovereign power. Our government 
was instituted, and is supported, by the ballot-box, 
not by the musket, Whatever changes await it, 
still greater changes must be made in our social in- 
stitutions, before our political system can yield to 
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physical force. In every aspect, therefore, in which 
{ can view the subject, [ am impressed with the 
importance of a prompt and eflicient organization of 
the militia.” 

And Mr. Cass, in his report of the same year, 
used the following language. “The defective or- 
ganization of the militia is universally acknowledged. 
But little practical utility results from the adminis- 
tration of the present system; and if this great ele- 
ment of national defence is worth preservation and 
iinprovement, it is time the whole subject should be 
examined, and that a plan suited to the exigencies 


of the country, should be adopted. [am unwilling. 


to believe, that there are such inherent difficulties 
in this subject as to render it impracticable or even 
very difficult to organize this great force, so” pecu- 
liarly adapted to our condition and institutions in 
such a manner as to render it active and efficient 
in those junctures when the country may be cal- 
led on to exert its power. I presume few would 
be found to advocate the maintenance of a stand- 
ing military force adequate to all the purposes 
of peace and war. When, therefore, those exigen- 
cies arise, from which no nation can expect exeinp- 
tion, and which call for an extension of our physical 
means, we inust resort to an increase of the army, 
or to the einbodying of the militia. It is obvious, 
from the extent of the country, that we can never 
keep at all the exposed points such perimanent force, 
as circumstances may occasionally require. The 
natural, and, in fact, the necessary dependence must 
be upon the militia; and if it be unorganized, we 
shall be found without the meai.s to repel a foreign 
enemy, or torepress internal disturbances, should 
these evils occur.” **The basis of an efficient or- 
ganization of the militia must be a selection for in- 
struction and service of that part of the population 
best qualified for these duties. Age and physicial 
capacity present the proper considerations for such 
a selection. The principle is stated, with his usual 
force by Mr. Jetferson, in his message to congress 
of December, 1805.” 

“Had the general principles” so frequently “re- 
commended been practically adopted, and a corres- 
ponding system established, with the necessary de- 
tails, first tor instruction, and then for active service, 
it cannot be doubted that the course of events which 
marked the commencement of the late war would 
have been avoided, and immense expenditure of 
blood and treasure saved to the nation. The warn- 
ing voice, which was not heeded then, may perhaps 
be heard now, and, if it is, it may produce incalcula- 
ble benefits.” 

‘‘A mere organization would avail but little, un- 
less inducements were held out for proper instruc- 
tions and equipment, and I consider, therefore, some 
provision for elementary instruction and for such 
equipment as may be necessary to excite a proper 
emulation, indispensable to any improvement of our 
inilitia system—indispensable, I may add, to its very 
existence. An arrangement for these objects would 
embrace the first class ouly. It would, to be sure, 
involve expense; for an adequate compensation must 
be allowed to the persons required to be embodied 
at these schools of instructions for a few days in the 
year; and it would probably be found expedient to 
continue the present plan of voluntary corps with 
soine changes, and to require thein also to meet for 
improvement. Itis vain to expect, that the whole 
adult male population of the country can or will 
furnish themselves with the articles required by law; 
or that their collection, for any number of days they 
can afford to devote to this object,and under the 
usual circumstances of such assemblages, can pro- 
duce any beneficial effect to theinselves or their coun- 
try. Already, in a number of states, the systein has 
suok under the weiglit of public opinion, and the 
practical question now is, whether we shall remain, 
in fact, defenceless, or resort to a large standing mi- 
litary force in time of peace—that just dread of all 
iree governments; or adopt an efficient plan, which 
will prepare for the public defence the greatest force, 
at the least cost, and without danger, 

“The blessings we have inherited cannot be pre- 
served without exertion nor without expense. It 
were idle to sit still and flatter ourselves with the 
hope that war is never to overtake us, and it would 
be worse to delay all efficient organization of our phy- 
sical means till the time for its aclive employment 
arrives. Nearly fifty years have elapsed, since the 
adoption of the present constitution. During all 
that time no essential changes have been made in 
our military system, and it has gradually declined in 
utility and efficiency, and in public confidence, and 
there is reason {o fear its entire abandonment, un- 
less it undergo important modifications. In this 
long interval, the value of the system seems to have 
beeu appreciated by all the presidents of the United 
States, as well as those who from the habits of their 
lives-could best estimate its value by their personal 
observations, as by those whose opinions may have 





been well formed from the course of events having 
relation to this matter; and in their annual commu- 
nications, commencing with the inaugural address 
‘of Washington, this subject has been almost con- 
stantly pressed upon the attention of congress. For 
the purpose of showing its importance in the opinion 
of those eminent citizens, I have caused their com- 
munications to be examined, and find thatthe subject 
has been presented to the legislature and the nation 
no less than thirty-one times, in their official recom- 
mendations. I indulge the hope that the present 
state of public affairs may lead to a re-examination 
of the system, and to such changes as may render it 
permanently useful.” i 

My plan exempts the very young men from mili- 
tia duty, and, in this respect, coincides with that 
propased by general Scott, and recommended by 
Mr. Barbour—not only because I[ agree with them, 
that such distribution of service is an improper and 
unnecessary interference with parents and guar- 
dians, and has an immoral tendency, but from the 
hardships it imposes, and the diffiulty it creates of 
bringing together even a sinall body of men in 
sparsely settled districts. It includes all free white 
men, from the age of from 20 to 37, separating froin 
the mass of the militia 200,000 men—one-half ot the 
number to be liable to be cailed out for training, and 
the other half to be liable to military duty asa re- 
serve, if their services should be needed—the mill- 
tia mustered for training, to be assembled in the 
neighborhood of deports of arms to be established 
for the purpose, each battalion within its own state, 
and as nearly as practicable in the centre of its dis- 
trict. It recommends the battalion formation, as 
confessedly the best adapted for instruction. It con- 
templates arming the militia thus selected, with 
arins, to be furnished and kept constantly in good 
order by the government—leaving in force the Ist 
section of the law of 1792, both because no preced- 
ing plan proposed its repeal, and because the act 
which provides for the distribution of arms among 
the several states in proportion to the number of their 
militia, enables them to relieve their citizens in a 
very great degree, from the burden of furnishing 
their own arms and equipments. That section of the 
old law is in these words: 

“That every citizen so enrolled and notified, shall, 
within six months thereafter, provide himself witha 
good musket or firelock, a sufficient bayonet and 
belt, two spare flints, and a knapsack, a pouch with 
a box therein, to coptain not less than 24 cartridges 
suited tothe bore of bis musket or firelock, each 
cartridge to contain a proper quantity of powder and 
ball; or with agood rille, knapsack, shot pouch and 
powder horn, 20 balls suited to the bore of his rifle, 
a quarter of a pound of powder; and shall appear 
so armed, accoutred and provided, when called out to 
exercise or into service—except, that when called 
out on company days to exercise only, he may ap- 
pear withou! a kKuapsack. That the commissioned 
officers shall, severally, be armed with a sword or 
hanger, and espontoon; and that from and after five 
years from the passing of this act, all muskets for 
arming the militia, as herein required, shall be of 
bores sufficient for balls of the eighteenth part of a 

ound. And every citizen so enrolled and provid. 
ing himself with arms, and anmunition and accou- 
trements required as aforesaid, shall hold the same 
exeimpt froin all suits, distresses, executions or sales 
for debt or for the payment of taxes.” This sec- 
tion of the act was approved by general Washing- 
ton in 1792: by Mr. Jefferson, upon a_ revisions of 
this law in 1803, and has continued in force to this 
day. 

The constitution guarantees equally to the people 
of the United States the right of trial by jury and 
the right to keep and bear arms; and lest the people 
should neglect to exercise these inestimable privi- 
leges, on which their liberties as individuals and as 
a nation, in a great measure depend, the law has 
from the commencement of the government provid- 
ed that they shall do their duty to themselves, and 
to their country in these essential particulars. The 
general government aids the states to arm their citt- 
zens, but its constant policy has been, that every 
freeman in Aincrica should be armed and equipped 
in order that he may at all times be prepared to de- 
fend his country and his liberty. 

My plan proposes to train the officers and men to- 
gether; whereas, my predecessors appear to be of 
opinion that it is sufficient to have camps of instruc- 
tion for officers. I have considered this question 
anxiously, and am convinced that the men who are 
to stand shoulder to shoulder in the hour of battle, 
should be trained together in time of peace; and 
equally satisfied that those who are to defend the 
forts and fight the great guns, must be assembled 
in the casemates and on the ramparts, and taught 
to load those guns quickly and fire them accurately. 

The coimuwiitee of the house of representatives ol 
the 14th congress, of which general Harrison was 











chairman, appear to have been of the same opinion; 
but we differ in the manner of remunerating the ser- 
vices of the militia—that committee proposing to 
pay the officers alone, while my plan contemplates 
paying privates as well as officers; it having appeared 
to ine, that the latter were equally entitled to be re- 


munerated for their services, as those who command- 
ed them. 


My plan recommends the division of the whole 
territory of the United States into military districts; 
an arrangement, which will be acknowledged by 
every person acquainted with the subject, to be ex- 
tremely useful to the service in time of peace, and 
absoiutely necessary in war. 

It proposes a succession in the military compa- 
nies selected for training, so that one-fourth part 
night every year impart to the body of the people 
a portion of the discipline and skill acquired during 
the period of service, and one-fourth be received for 
training fresh from the people; thus keeping up in 
the trained bands the popular principle. It contem- 
pletes the previous legislation of the states, before 
its provisions are to be carried into effect, except in 
cases where citizens might volunteer their services. 

In proposing to subject the militia when called 
out by the president, to the rules and articles of war, 
I have done no more than leave the law as it now 
stands. Such a provision has been found necessary 
to ensure proper subordination in the field, by all 
efficers who have comnmanded militia, and by none 
of thern was this necessity felt and more frequently 
acknowledged than by general Washington and ge- 
neral Jackson. 


I have endeavored to answer your enquiries in 
the spirit of frankness in which they are made, and 
believe the repeated and urgent recommendations 
made to congress by Mr. Van Buren’s predecessors, 
and the plans for the more perfect organization of 
the militia proposed by former secretaries of war, 
by coinmittees of congress, and by experienced 
officers of the army and militia of the U. States, 
that the proposition under consideration, so far from 
being lew in principle, corresponds in i's most es- 
sential provisions with those recommended by 
Washington, Jetferson, Madison, Monroe and Jack- 
son, and ts certainly not less liberal and democratic. 
Those illustrious men and enlightened patriots, ex- 
pressly state, that they regard the more perfect or- 
ganization of the militia by training a given num. 
ber of them with superior care, as affording the 
only means of avoiding the necessity of keeping on 
foot a standing army. 


They all inculcate the propriety of relieving the 
great mass of the militia from the enormous bur- 
then of frequent mustering, and recommend the 
classification of it so as to confine the duty of train- 
ing to defend the country, to a select body of men 
varying only as to the number, from three to four 
hundred thousand men. I do not pretend to say, 
that the system I have presented to congress is the 
best that can be devised; but I hope my friends are 
now convinced that it is not ~ithout precedent in 
our annals, “tyrannical and oppressive in its details 
and without a parallel in the history of free govern- 
ments;”’ but on the contrary, that in seeking to les- 
sen the burthens of the people and at the same time 
to render the militia more efficient, I have done no 
more than imitate the example of the best and 
greatest men who have ruled the destinies of this 
country. IfIhave erred, sodid they. If I thought 
it expedient, when the country was threatened with 
war to prepare to meet it, they urged their fellow 
citizens to do so in time of peace. If I considered 
the present militia system defective and likely to 
lead to defeat and disgrace at the commencement of 
hostilities and rendering the creation of a large 
standing army necessary during their continuance, 
and therefore recommended that a select body of 
citizens should be better trained, armed and equip- 
ped than the rest, in order that they might be pre- 
pared at all times to repel invasion or repress insur- 
rection; so did Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe and Jackson; and I am well satisfied, that 
in endeavoring to carry out their views and follow- 
ing their example, I have been guided by the bea- 
con light of liberty. 

I have now presented you with my motives for 
submitting this proposition at this particular june- 
ture, and as briefly as practicable, a sketch of the 
several plans which have been submitted to con- 
gress since the foundation of our governinent; and 
after reviewing the whole subject as you request, 
aided by the lights derived from the objections of its 
opponents, I am satisfied that the organization pro- 
posed, so far from being tyrannical and oppressive in 
its details, would prove less onerous than that now 
in existence. It is true, the objections of its oppo- 
nents have not afforded me much aid in considering 
the subject, for they apply almost exclusively, as 
before remarked, to the existing system. They im- 
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pute to me all that inay appear defective in the pre- 
sent organization under the militia law of 1792, and 
in order that this glaring attempt to deceive the peo- 
ple may be fully understood, I respectfully suggest 
that the act itself may be published. 

That a man who like Mr. Van Buren, has 
throughout his whole political career, placed his 
sole reliance upon the virtue, intelligence and inde- 
pendence of the people, should seek to enroll a 
select body of militia under the pretext of defend- 
ing the country, when threatened with war, in or- 
der to organize a body of voters to favor his re- 
election, is too improbable to require refutation: and 
I way be permitted to say for myself, that every 
act of a long life spent in the public service, and 
devoted tothe cause of freedom, forbids the con 
clusion that I would insult my fellow citizens by 
supposing them capable of being made the tools of 
any inan however exalted in station orcharacter. I 
have the honor to be, dear sir, very sincerely, your 
obedient servant, J. R. POINSETTY. 
Thomas Ritchie, esq. secretary to the central democra- 

lic commitiee of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 


TWENTY-SIX PH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

July 1. The chair communicated to the senate a 

message from the presideut of the United States, in 

compliance with a resolution of the 12th of March 





last, calling for information in relation to the willie 


tary aud naval preparations of the British authori- 
ties on the northern froutier of the United States. 
It was referred to the committee on wiilitary attairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. &uggles iutroduced a resolution calling on the 
president tor a copy of the survey made by the Bri- 
lish Comuissiouers in relation to the northeastern 
boundary, provided the cominunication oj the saine 
would not be deemed incompatible with the public 
service. 

Mr. Buchanan would state that only one copy of 
the report had been received, and that was an act 
ol courtesy, as the report had not been adopted by 
the British government. The report in question 
was to go beiore the parliament. This document 
had been sent by the president to the comunittee on 
foreign relations, and be directed that when it had 
been used it might be sent to that committee in the 
house, alter which it was to be returned. Under 
these circumstances, he hoped the senator would 
not press his resolution, 6 as 

Objection baving been made, the resolution lies 
over. 

Mr. Lumpkin said he desired to call up the reso- 
Jution suvmitted by him two months ago fixing on 
the time lor the adjournment of congress. ‘I'he ma- 
jority of the senate, when be introduced the resolu- 
tion, differed with him as to the propriety of the 
measure, but now he felt it fis imperious duty to 
bring it before the notice of the body. , 

‘The resolution having been read fixing the time 
on the Ist of June, Mr. Lumpkin moved to strike 
out “the Ist of June,” and insert the 15th July, at 
3 o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Norvell, made a remark in relation to the sub- 
ject being betore the house cf representatives, which 
podyv had either passed, or was in the act of passing, 
a resolution fixing on the 15th, 

Mr. Lumpkin was disposed to do what he con- 
ceived his own duty, without waiting Jur others.— 
He expressed the belief that, if bis resolution had 
passed when first introduced, all the business would 
have been done ia the time prescribed, If they wait- 
ed to pass this or thal measure, the Ist of August 
might find them still in session. He would agree 
to no modification. 

Mr. Hubbard rose to say that he did not know 
how far it might be in order to allude to what had 
been done in the other branch; but he had that very 
wement understood that the house had passed a re- 
solution fixing on the 21st instant, and he thought 
it would be better, therefore, not to proceed. 

Mr. Lumpkm insisted on his own proposition, _ 

Mr. Buchanan thought it would be better to wait 
until the proposition was received from the other 
house; the senate could then take it at its word, 
aud fix the time for the 21st. He had always sus- 
tained the proposition of the senator from Georgia, 
and he hoped that senator would acquiesce in the 
present suggestion. 

Mr. Lumpkin said, no doubt there would be as 
much business done by the 15th as by the 21st, il 
that day were fixed. 

Mr. Grundy thought it was not proper to dictate 
to the house how to perform its duties. This body 
was ready to adjourn at any time; but was if so 
with the other house? Alter mature deliberation, 
the 21st instant had been fixed on as the period that 
would best comport with the business betore them, 
and it was to be presumed that they knew best.— 
Mr. G, said, without having the slightest disposition 








to treat the senator’s motion with disrespect, he | 


must move to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The question on this motion was taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative by a vote of 21 to 10. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed yestercay were 
now read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Critienden, the senate proceeded 
to consider the bill providing for the purchase by 
the United States of the stock in the Louisville aud 
Portland canal company. 

The original bill simply provided for the purchase 
of the stock not now belonging to the United States, 
at a maximum price to be fixed in the bill. For 
this the committee on roads and canals had reported 
a substitute which provided for a survey witha 
view to the improvement of the navigation of the 
channel of the river, over the falls, without any re- 
gard to the canal further than to avoid depriving it 
of water. The question before the senate was on 
this substitute. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, proposed his substitute for 
the bill and amendment. The substitute provides 
for the annual application of the tolls received by 
the govornment to the purchase of the stock of in- 
dividuals; for an examination of the channel! of the 
Ohio river at the falls, for the purpose of its im- 
provement, if practicable; and for a survey of the 
talls on the Indiana side of the 1iver, to ascertain 
the expediency of constructing a canal on that side. 
Mr. 8S. explained, at length, his objection to the 
bill and amendinent reported by a majority of the 
committee on roads and eanals, and maintained the 
three propositions contained in the substitute. 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, spoke at length in fa- 
vor of the amendment of the committee, and in op- 
position to Mr. Smith’s amendment and the original 
bill, as improper, inexpedient and unconstitutional. 

Mr. Crittenden having expressed his great pretfer- 
ence for the original bill, as withdrawing at once a 
great and improper burden from the commerce of 
the west; and having signified his acceptance of the 
substitute of Mr. Smith, as the best that could pro- 
bably now be obtained. 

Mr. Benton read a report from a member of the 
engineer corps, (natne unheard), which stated that, 
in the very dry season of 1838, he had taken mea- 
sures to enlarge the channel over the falls 25 feet 
more in width, and 20 inches in depth, and express- 
ing the opinion that the channel, without any inju- 
ry, miglit be made navigable at all times, at least to 
descending if not to ascending commerce, and the 
former, Mr. B. stated, was by far the greater por- 
tion of the whole. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the subject was laid 
over till to-morrow. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Wright, proceeded 
again to consider the bill to ensure the more faith- 
ful execution of the laws relating to the collection 
of duties on imports. The question was on the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Huntington, which 
deciared any witness incompetent who should have 
any interest whatever in the cause, similar to the 
interest of the party in whose behalf he might be 
called to testify. 

This question, or rather the question of any inno- 
vation on the common law, was further debated at 
some length by Messrs. Huntington, Phelps, Grun- 
dy, Wright and Davis for the amendment, and by 
Messrs. Strange, Calhoun and Preston against it. 

The senate adjourned without taking any ques- 
tion. 

July 2. The vice president announced his inten- 
tion of being ahsent for the remainder af the session. 

The resolution from the house of representatives 
fixing the time of adjournment on the 21st instant 
was taken up and adopted. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on military 
affairs, reported a bill to regulate the pay of the 
navy of the United States. 

The bill to regulate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers of the navy was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reacing. 

The bill to ensure the more faithful execution of 
the laws relating to the collection of duties on im- 
ports was then taken np, the question still pending 
being on Mr. Huntington’s ainendment. Messrs. 
Clay, Hubbard, Wright and Phelps spoke in favor 
of the amendment; and Messrs. Calhoun and Strange 
ayainst it. 

Mr. Wright having declined to press the question 
in the absence of Mr. Calhoun, who had been sent 
for from the chamber, the senate went into execu- 
tive session, and then adjourned. 

July 3. The senate having been called to order 
by the secretary, proceeded tu vote for a president 
protem. On the first ballot, the whole number of 
votes were 29, of which the hon. Wm. R. King, re- 
ceived 23, and 6 were scattering. 

Mr. King, having been conducted to the chair, 
briefly remarked, that if the order which had here- 
tofore prevailed in the senate should continue, his 





duties as presiding officer would be very easy; those 
duties he would endeavor to perform faithfully, and 
he was sure he would perforin them honestly; and 
in case any thing out of order should arise, he would 
endeavor to restore order with a sincere desire not 
to injure the feelings of any one, and he hoped and 
expected to receive that aid and support of the se- 
nate which were due from every member to the ho- 
nor and dignity of the body. 

The journal baving been read— 

Mr. Williams moved that the conimittee on com- 
merce be discharged froin the further consideration 
of the senate resolution on the subject of establish- 
ing a navy yard at the west end of Ship island in 
Mississippi; and they were discharged acccord- 
ingly. | 

The president pro tem. presented a communica- 
tion from the secretary of state, with statements 
showing the number and designation of passengers 
arriving from foreign countries during the last year 
in the various collection districts of the United 
States. Laid on the table and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Ruggles, calling on 
the president of the United States, if not incousist- 
ent with the public interest, for a copy of the report 
and map presented to the British government by 
their commissioners for surveying the disputed ter- 
ritory, coming up in its order— 

Mr. Buchanan, as be must be absent from the 
senate this morning, asked, asan act of courtesy, that 
the senator from Maine would let the resolution lie 
over till Monday. He proceeded to remark that 
this was a subject of great delicacy; that but one 
copy of the report and imap had been sent to this 
country, and that in a confidential manner, and as 
a mere act of courtesy, as the report had not yet 
been acted upon by the British government; that to 
his certain knowledge important information had 
been often withheld from this government, from the 
apprehension that it would be made public. Under 
these circumstances, although the report was really 
no secret, Mr. B. thought it not proper to publish 
it. But for the present he wished merely that the 
resolution should lie over till Monday. 

Mr. Ruggles said it was not on his own account, 
particularly, that he had submitted the call for this 
map and report. But the president of the United 
States had warmly recommended a survey of the 
disputed territory on the part of the United States, 
That recommendation was ostensibly founded on 
the report and map in question; and Mr. R. thought 
it due to the senate that they should themselves see 
the ground on which they were called upon to act 
in relation to this subject. 

Mr. Allen said there was a manifest impropriety 
in adopting this resolution, especially as the action 
of the senate, even so far, on this map and report, 
would give them a sort of sanction which ought not 
to be given them, while it waz known that they had 
not been accepted by the British government, and 
no intimation had been given that they would be 
adhered to. Mr. A. therefore moved to lay the re- 
solution finally on the table; but, on its being ob- 
served that Mr. Buchanan had left the senate, and 
might wish to say something further on the subject 
on Monday, Mr. A. withdrew his motion, and the 
resolution was laid over till Monday. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Walker, took up 
the resolution formerly submitted by him for the 
appointment of a select committee to inquire into 
the expediency of choosing four reporters for the 
senate, equally from each of the two political par- 
ties, to report, under oath, the proceedings and de- 
bates of the senate. 

The resolution was agreed to by ayes 17, noes 
not counted; and the president, by consent, was 
authorised to appoint the committee, (of five nem- 
bers). 

The resolution (introduced by Mr. Norvell) for 
the meeting of congress at an earlier day than the 
beginning of December coming up in its order— 

Mr. Norvell was understood to express doubt 
whether it was not now too late in the session to 
act upon the subject. 

Mr. Calhoun reinarked that October and Novem- 
ber were the two most important months of all the 
year for southern planters to be at home. He 
therefore moved that the subject be laid on the ta- 
ble, which was done without dissent. 

The following bills were considered in committee 
of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill to establish and regulate the navy ra- 
tion. 

The bill authorising the inhabitants of factional 
township 10 south, of range | east, in the state of 
Arkansas, to enterone-half section of land for school 
tree no: 

The bill relative to the transportation of mails in 
steamboats. ' 
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The following bills from the house of representa- 
tives were then taken up, and ordered to be read a 
third time: : 

An act allowing further time to the trustees of 
Centre college to dispose of the land heretofore 

ranted to the Deaf and Dumb asylum in the state 
of Kentucky. ‘ 

An act granting two townships of land for the 
use of the university in the territory of lowa. 

An act granting a section of land for the use of 
schools in St. Clair county, Lilinois. 

An act to annex a certain tract of land to the 
Coosa land district. , ; 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws in 
the collection of duties on imports, the question still 
being on Mr. Huntington’s amendment, declaring 
any witness incompetent who should bave any in- 
terest in the cause similar to that of the party for 
whoin he wight testily. 

Mr. Henderson spoke at large in opposition to the 
ameudment, and tothe general principle on which 
it rested, of a departure from the common law in 
respect to the competency of witnesses. 

‘he senate having early received from the house 
a messagé announcing that the senate bill to pro- 
long the corporate existence of the District banks 
haa there been rejected, and having recently also 
received the new bill from the house on this sub- 


the senate would now take up this bill on the Dis- 
trict banks, as by limitation their charters would ex- 
pire to-night. 

Mr. Wright said if the object wag merely to refer 
the bill to a commi'tee, he would not object; but if 
it was to interfere with the bill on the colleciion of 
the revenue, he was against it. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, (on the suggestion of Mr. 
Cluy, of Kentucky), now moved to lay the collec- 
tion bill on the table. 

This biil was accordingly laid on the table, yeas 
23, nays 11. 

The biil to extend the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia was now taken 
up, read a first time, aud ordered to a second read- 
lig. 

‘Mr. Clay, of Alabama, desired that it might now 
be read a second time. Mr. Wright. That will 
require unanimous consent. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
hoped no one would object. Mr. Allen objected. 
Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, asked if the rule could not 
be suspended? 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said there was one way, 
and that was, lo suspend the rule (which be main- 
tained was no more than arule) which required one 
day’s notice for a resolution to alter the rules; and 
he would submit it to the senator from Alabama 
whether he was not warranted in this case in resort- 
ing to that expedient. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, remarking that it was very 
singular if one individual member could thus wholly 
deleat an lumportant measure, moved to suspend the 
rule in question. 

Mr. Allen was understood to ask if that motion 
Was In order. 

The president decided that in his opinion it was 
not in order. He thought any rule could not be sus- 
pended without one day’s notice. 

Mr. Walker cited a case which occured in 1836, 
in which a similar decision of the chair had prevent- 
ed jor a tine the progress of two or more important 
bills, near the close of the session, though the ob- 
jection was subsequently withdrawn, and they were 
periitted to pass. 

The president read the rule requiring that each 
bill should receive three several readings, and un 
three different days, unless by the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate. It was also, he said, the opinion 
of the chair that a motion to suspend a rule must lie 
over, though the contrary, he admitted, was not 
without precedent. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, maintained that, by the 
constitution, each house had the pewer to make its 
own rules, and that none of these rules could at any 
time be beyond the power of the body. 

The president said that, in the present case, he had 
decided that it was so. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said, if the chair decided 
that it was not in the iznmediate power of the se- 
nate fo change any one of its rules, he now, though 
with great reluctance, appealed to the senate from 
that decision. 

Mr. C. subsequently wrote down his appeal, in 
which Mr. Clay, of Ala. concurred, stating, in sub- 
stance, that the senator froin Alabama, (Mr. Clay), 
moved to suspend the rule which was thought to re- 
quire a day’s notice of any alteration in the rules, 
anid also to suspend that further rule which required 
the three readings of a bill on three ditferent days, 
unless by unanimous consent; that the chair decid- 


cision the senator from Alabama (Mr. Clay) took 

an appeal. 

This appeal was discussed at considerable length 

by Messrs. Cluy, of Ky. Wright, Clay,of Ala. Tup- 

pan, Calhoun, Smith, of Conn. Linn, Mouton, Hen. 

derson, Davis, Slrange, Wall, Wulker, White and 
Hubbard. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. remarking that he had become 

convinced that the senate could not immediately 

change the rule which required one day’s notice of 

a resolution to change the rules, accordingly with- 

drew his motion. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. renewed the motion, essentially 

in the same words. 

The president again decided that the motion was 
out of order. 

From this decision Mr. Clay, of Ky. again took 
an appeal. 

The appeal was further debated by Messrs. Clay- 
ton, Clay, of Kentucky, Benton and Smith, of In- 
diana. 

The chief points in debate were, whether the se- 
nate had always the immediate power to change ils 
own rules; whether a motion to change the rules 
was a “resolution,”’ in the technical language of the 
rule to be suspended; and whether the extinction of 
the bank charters at midnight of to-day would in- 
volve, also, the extinction of all their powers and 
liabilities. 

The decision of the president that it was not in 
order now to change the rule, was sustained by the 
senate by the following vote: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Fulton, Henderson, Hub- 
bard, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright 
—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Ky. Davis, Dixon, Hunting- 
ton, Porter, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, White—8. 
Mr. Wright proposed (as a motion was not in or- 
der) to amend the bill from the house by striking 
out the latter portion of it, so as to leave all the banks 
on the saine footing with the Union bank of George. 
town, except extending the time to July 4, 1844; 
that is, to leave thei merely the power of winding 
up their affairs. 

Mr. Allen still objected to the second reading of 
the bill, without which no amendment could be of- 
fered, 

Mr. Walker suggested the expediency of letting 
the bill pass so far as to test the sense of the senate 
on the amendment of Mr. Wright, and the bill could 
then be stopped on its third reading by any indivi- 
dual objector. 


senate, “to continue the corporate existence of cer- 

tain banks in the District of Columbia for certain 

purposes,” was received from the house, and, after 

having received the signature of the president pro 

tempore—the senate adjourned to Monday. 

July 6. The president pro tem. presented a me- 

mo; ial from the president, directors and stockholders 

of the Patriotic bank of Washington, asking an ex- 

tension of its charter, and stating that it had not 

suspended specie payments. Referred to the com- 

inittee for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Wright presented a memorial from the Ma- 

rine Insurance companies of New York, remonstrat- 

ing against the repeal of the pilot law of 1837. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on naval af- 

fairs, asked to be discharged from the further consi- 

deration of the memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania 

asking a revision of the laws regulating the sale and 

transfer of American vessels. 

The following is the select committee appointed 
by the chair in relation to the appointment of sworn 
reporters: Messrs. Walker, Lumpkin, Pierce, Smith, 
of Indiana, and Huntington. 

A resolution, subinitted by Mr. Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, declaring it competent, at any time, for a quo- 

ruin of senators present to suspend, by a vote of 
two-thirds, any of the rules of the senate, being un- 
der consideration. It was opposed by Messrs. 
Walker, Calhoun and Benton, and advocated by Mr. 
Clay, of Alabaina; after which the resolution was, 
on motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, laid over for 
the present. 

The bili from the house, to extend the corporate 
existence of the banks in the District of Columbia, 
which was read a first time on Friday last, and ar- 
rested in the further progress by the objection of 
Mr. Allen, having come up in its order, and having 
been read a second time, Mr. Wright moved to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. demanded the yeas and nays on 
that question. 

Mr. Wright was willing it should be referred if it 
would be of any use. 

Mr. Clay said the object and the use was to re- 
medy the extraordinary legislation of Friday last on 
this subject. 

On motion of Mr Wright, the bill was then re- 
ferred to the committee for the District of Columbia. 
The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
lating to the collection of duties on imports. The 
question being on the amendment of the committee 
as amnended by the substitute of Mr. Huntington, de- 
claring any witness incompetent who should have 
any interest whatever in the cause similar to the 








Mr. Clay, of Kentucky; said he would never con- 
sent to such an ar:angement, thus restricting the 
senate before the bill was open for discussion and 
amendment. 

There being now no question before the senate, 
Mr. Wright moved again to take up the bill to en- 
sure the more faithful execution of the laws respect- 
ing the collection of the duties on imports; but after 
soine remarks in opposition by Mr. Strange and Mr. 
Walker, on account of the banks, he withdrew the 
motion. 


Mr. Norvell moved to adjourn. 
lows: yeas 14, nays 20. 

A desoltory conversation now took place, chiefly 
on the question whether all the powers and liabili- 
ties of the banks would irretrievably expire at mid- 
night with their charters. 

Mr. Benton, by consent, introduced a joint reso- 
lution continuing the charters of the district banks 
for the sole pu:pose of winding up their affairs; 
which resolution having been read twice without 
dissent, Mr. Hubbard moved to amend it by substi- 
tuting for it the former portion of the bill from the 
house, simply putting the banks on a footing with 
the Union bank of Georgetown. 

Mr. Cluy, of Kentucky, moved to add the latter 
portion of the bill from the house. 

Mr. Allen now moved to adjourn. 
follows: yeas 13, nays 21. 

After some conversation, Mr. Clay withdrew his 
motion. 


The amerdment of Mr. Hubbard was agreed to, 
and the resolution in this form was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. Clay remarked, in the way of moral reflec- 
tion, that the senate had been in the morning charg- 
ed with legislating too fast; and they had then spent 
the day, till six o’clock, on a point of order, and had, 


Negatived as fol- 


Negatived as 


portion of the bill from the house. 


and returned to the house for concurrence. 
On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the senate 
took a recess of an hour and a half. 
Evening sessiun. 


lin effect, ended with merely cutting off the latter 


The resolution was read a third time and passed, 


After the recess, the senate re- 


interest of the party for whom he might be called to 
testify. 

Mr. Calhoun asked for the yeas and nays on this 
amendment, which were ordered, and being taken 
were yeas 30, nays 4. 

Mr. Huntington submitted severally and explain- 
ed a variety of amendments, (of too complicated a 
character to be made readily intelligible), all of 
which went to render the bill more explicit, tho- 
rough and effectual. All of them were agreed to 
without dissent, except one of them, which made 
the receiver of imported goods liable, not only if he 
“Knew,” but tif he had good reason to believe that 
the goods were illegally imported. To this there 
was one dissenting voice. 

Mr. Wright, froin the committee, now offered se- 
verally a number of additional amendments, mostly 
designed to make the bill more explicit and effec- 
tual, but so numerous and complicated that they 
could net be made as readily intelligible in any other 
way as by printing them with the bill. 

Some of these ainendments were discussed b 
Messrs. Wright, Clay, of Kentucky, Calhoun, Da- 
vis and Hubbard. 

One of the amendments provided that no mixed 
goods should be designated as si/k, unless the value 
of the silk in the fabric should exceed the value of 
all the other materials. On this amendment Mr. 
Calhoun demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and it was carried in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: yeas 24, nays 8. 

The other amendments from the committee were 
severally agreed to. 

Mr. Calhoun moved a final limit to the operation 
of the bill to June 30, 1842, when the gradual re- 
duction of duties by the compromise bill will be 
consummated. 

This amendment was debated by Messrs. Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ky. Buchanan, Davis aud Hunting- 
ton, when the question on the amendment was taken 
and agreed to, yeas 18, nays 12. 

On motion ot Mr. Wright, all the other amend- 
ments were agreed to, and the bill as amended was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mf. Calhoun immediately introduced a resolution 








ed that this motion was not in order; and on this de- 


| assembled at 8 o’clock. The bill, as amended in the 


calling on the secretary of the treasury for a copy 
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of all the circulars issued since the adoption of the 
act of ’32, known asthe compromise act; which was 
adopted. ‘ 

The senate then went into executive session, and 
soon after adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, June 3@ Evening session. Before Mr. 
Graham resumed his remarks on the sub-treasury 
bill, Mr. Green, obtained the floor, and spoke in op- 
position to the bill. PF 

Mr. Graham then resumed and concluded his 
speech in opposition to the bill, and moved to re- 
commit it to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, with instructions to report the 
substitute which had previously been proposed in 
committee by Mr. W. Cost Johnson, Mr. G. stated 
that he had made the motion at the request of Mr. 
Johnson. The substitute was read at the clerk’s 
table. 

A great rush was then made for the floor, more 
than twenty members addressing ‘*Mr. Speaker!” 
at the same moment. Mr. Hawes, of Kentucky, 
first obtained the eye of the speaker, and with ita 
right to the floor. He then proceeded to address 
the house at considerable length in opposition to 
the bil. When Mr. Hawes resumed bis seat, after 
concluding, the attempt to obtain the floor was 
more desperate and tumultuous than before. Mr. 
Vanderpoel succeeded, and prefaced, by a very short 
speech, a motion for the previous question. 

Mr. Parris and many other gentlemen loudly de- 
manded a call of the house. 

The roll was thereupon called, when 221 mem- 
bers responded to their names. The doors of the 
hall were closed, and the names of absentees were 
ayvain called over. Excuses were then received. 
Mr. Cave Johnson moved that all further proceed- 
ings on the call be dispensed with. On this mo- 
tion, the yeas and nays were demand; which, being 
taken, resulted as follows: yeas 141, nays 66. So 
the call was suspended, and the doors were again 
opened. 

The previous question was now seconded, and 
being put, as follows, viz: ‘shall the main question 
be now put?” it was decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 123, nays 99. And 
the main question being on the passage of the bill, 
it was taken, and decided by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: yeas 124, nays 107, So the bill was passed. 

[Tbe yeas and nays on the passage of the bill 
were precisely the same as the list published in 
page 287 of the Register on ordering it to a third 
reading, with the exception that Mr. John Hastings 
voted in the affirmative, and Mr. McCarty and Mr. 
Reed voted in the negative.} _ 

The question then recurring on the tithe—Mr. 
Cooper, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend it by 
striking out the present title, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: ‘‘A bill to reduce the value 
of property, the products of the farmer, and the 
wayes of the laborer; to destroy the indebted por- 


tion of the community, and to place the treasury of 


the nation in the hands of the president.” 

Mr. Cushing moved to amend the amendment so 
as toread as follows: ‘An act to enable the public 
money to be drawn froin the treasury wilhoutap- 
propriation made by law.” In support of this mo- 
tion, Mr. Cushing went into a speech, in which, 
after adverting to this as the last act of the drama, 
he discussed with much energy a constitutional ob- 
jectiontothe bill, ' 

Mr. Cave Johnson inquired whether a discussion 
of a constitutional question could be in order on a 
motion to amend the title of a bill? The speaker 
decided that it might, if it went to show that the 
title ought to be changed. Mr. Petrikin objected 
to this decision. The chair directed him to re- 
duce his point of order to writing. Mr. Petrikin 
said he had no point of ordertostate. The speaker. 
Then the gentleman will take his seat. é 

Here a very angry and desultory discussion arose 
between Messrs. Cushing, Pickens, (Mr. P- at the 
conclusion of his remarks, demanding the previous 
question), Crabb and Stanly, during which the hall 
was filled with a commotion such as had not been 
witnessed since the scenes at the commencement of 
the session. 

The speaker exerted his utmost endeavors to re- 
store the order of the house, but did not sneceed 
until the sergeant-at-arms had been ordered to clear 
the aisles by conducting members to their sea's, 
and they had been threatened with being addressed 

e. 
"lGeter having, at length, in some degree, been 
restored, the demand for the previous question was 
seconded by a majority of the house, put from the 
ir, and carried. 
aa the main question being on Mr. Cushing’s 


amendment to the amendment of Mr. Cooper, of 


Pennsylvania— 








Mr. Mark A. Cooper, of Georgia, moved to lay 
both amendments on the table; after some time, 
however, he withdrew the motion. 

The question was then put on Mr. Cushing’s 
amendment, and it was negatived without a count. 

The question then recurring on Mr. Cooper’s 
amendment, it was rejected by yeas and nays, as 
follows: yeas 87, nays 128. 

The question being then on the title as original- 
ly reported, 

Mr. Naylor inquired of the chair whether he 
could not move a reconsideration of the last vote? 

The chair replied that such a motion wontd be in 
order, but could not be debated, the previous ques- 
tion having been ordered on amending the title of 
the bill, and its force not being expended until the 
title had been disposed of. 

Mr. Naylor withdrew the motion for reconside- 
ration. 

The title of the bill was then agreed to; and 
thereupon the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, July 1. Mr. W. Cost Johnson, of 
Maryland, inquired of the chair in relation to the 
order of business. It was known to gentlemen 
that the charter of the District banks would expire 
on Friday next; he wished the house to take up 
the senate bill for the extension of their charters. 
The chair replied that, as this involved a change 
in the order of business, it could be done only by 
suspending the rules, or by general consent. After 
some desultory conversation, the house came to an 
understanding that, after the expiration of the 
morning hour, the speaker’s table should first be 
cleared: in consequence of which, Mr. Johnson did 
not now press his application. Mr. Banks wished 
to offer a resolution fixing a day for the termina- 
tion of the present session of congress. Objec- 
tion being made, Mr. Banks moved to suspend 
the rules to offer a resolution fixing on the 20th 


of July as the day of adjournment; and on this mo-’ 


tion he demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered; and, being taken, resulted as follows:— 
Yeas 140, nays 20. The rules having been sns- 
pended for this purpose, Mr. Banks modified his 
resolution by changing the day to Saturday, the 
18th, at 7 o’clock. Mr. Cushing objected to Satur- 
day or Monday, as in either case there was a great 
desecration of the Sabbath day, and proposed Fri- 
day the 17th, or Tuesday the 21st. He would 
move Friday the 17th, at 2 o0’clock. Mr. Drom. 
goole wanted first toinquire of the chairman of the 
committee of elections how soon it was probable 
they would report on the New Jersey case? Mr. 
Graves objected to any colloquies with the chair- 
inen of committees. Mr. Dromgoole did not press 
his inquiry, but gave notice he should vote for 
Tuesday, the 21st, as the day of adjournment.— 
Mr. Rives (a member of the committee of elections) 
stated that it was probable the committee would be 
able to report on the New Jersey case on Saturday 
next. Mr, Petrikin moved to amend by inserting 
Wednesday, the 15th, at 6 o’clock, and demanded 
the previous question. Mr. Banks modified his 
resolution to Tuesday, the 2Ist. Mr. Cushing 
withdrew his amendment. Mr. Briggs spoke to 
order. Mr. Campbell (chairman of the committee 
of elections) having entered the house, wished to 
make a statement; but leave wasrefused. The call 
for the previous question was seconded—ayes 113, 
noes 22, The previous question was then put and 
carried. And the main question being first put on 
Mr. Petrikin’s amendment, fixing on Wednesday, 
the 15th, it was carried, by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: yeas 105, nays 95. Sothe amendment was 
agreed to. Mr. Watterson moved to reconsider this 
vote. Mr, Henry demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: Yeas 108, nays 84. So the vote was re- 
considered. The question then again recurring on 
Wednesday, the 15th, it was decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows, viz: yeas 88, nays 113. So the 
amendment was rejected. 


The question recurred on Mr. Banks’ resolution, 
fixing on Tuesday, the 21st, at 2 o’clock; which 
was adopted, without a count, and sent to the se- 
nate for concurrence. 


The house then proceeded to the order of the day. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
communications, viz: 

A letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting information called for by the house on 
the 7th of February last in relation to the trade of 
the United States with China from the year 1821 to 
1839; which was referred to the committee on fo- 
reign affairs. 

A letter from the secretary of the navy, trans- 
mitting information called for by the house upon 
the subject of chronometers and the expenses of 
officers employed in their transportation; which 
was referred to the committee on naval affairs. 


SS 

A letter from the commissioner of public build- 
ings, communicating information in relation to the 
superintendents and workmen employed on the 
public buildings; which was referred to the com. 
miltee on expenditures on the pubiic buildings. 

The speaker also laid before the house the annu- 
al report of the treasury department on commerce 
and navigation. 

Mr. Curtis moved that 5,000 extra copies, and 
Mr. Adams moved that 10,000 extra copies be pub- 
lished. Mr. Petrikin objected. Mr. Rice Garland 
preferred 5,000 copies. In the interior of the 
country few copies were read. It would cost 
$5,000 at least to print 10,000. The senate had 
already ordered 5,000. Mr. Ramsey objected to 
the motion. Mr. Curtis moved to suspend the 
rules to consider the motion, and moved the pre- 
vious question; which was seconded, put, and ear- 
ried. And the main question being on the motion 
to print 10,000 extra copies, it was carried. 

Sundry senate bills were twice read and referred. 

The bill from the senate, extending the charters 
of the banksinthe District of Columbia, coming 
upin order, Mr. W. Cost Johnson went into a 
speech in support of the bill, in which, thongh be 
admitted the bill not to be such, in all respects, as 
he could have desired, he urged the shortness of 
lime now left, as the charters of the banks would 
expire on Friday next, and the ruin to the people 
of the District which must ensue if the banks 
should be suddenly destroyed. 

Several questions were put to him by Messrs. 
Cave Johnson and Vunderpoel, when 

Mr. Adams, supposing Mr. Johnson to have con- 
cluded, began to speak, Mr. Johnson yielded, and 
Mr. Adams made a short but efficient speech in fa- 
vor of the bill, especial!y on the ground that it was 
from one of these banks that members of congress 
must get their pay. 

Mr. Petrikin tollowed in a speech of much vehe- 
mence against all banks, and the banks of the Dis- 
trict in particular. He moved to amend the bill so 
as to make the president and directors of each of 
said banks, jointly and severally, in their individual 





capacity, liable for all notes issued, or debts con- 
tracted by said banks respectively, from and atter 
the day this act goes into effect; and also to extend 
the jurisdiction of justices of the peace to all ac- 
lions against said banks for any amount not ex- 
ceeding one hundred dollars. 

Mr. Vanderpoel spoke against the bill, insisting 
ihat congress owed to the country an example, ear- 
rying out the principles on which they had just 
passed the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Briggs responded to him in an argumenta- 
tive speech, urging the example of the surround- 
ing states in renewing the charters of banks while 
under suspension. He spoke with warmth of the 
abuse whichhbad been heaped upon the gentlemen 
who conducted these banks. 

Mr. M. A. Cooper, of Georgia, explained some 
remark he had thrown in while Mr. Briggs was 
speaking, and then opposed the bill on con- 
stitutional grounds, but concluded by moving to 
amend the amendment of Mr. Petrikin by adding 
thereto a proviso that said banks shall not, here- 
after, issue any notes of less denomination than 
$10; and fromthe Ist of January next, none of 
less denomination than $20; and from the Ist of 
June, none of less denomination than $50; and 
also a further proviso, that in case the said banks, 
or either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay their 
notes in specie, on demand of any person, such 
person may have remedy by judgment and execu- 
tion at law, ata notice of ten days, before any jus- 
tice of the peace of said District. 

Mr. W. Thompson made a speech of much warmth 
and animation in defence of the. bill, and in reply 
to the objections which had been advanced. 

Mr. Vanderpoel sent to the clerk’s desk an amend- 
ment he wished to offer, and which was read for 
information. (Requiring the banks to pay spe- 
cie, &c.) 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson then resumed his speech in 
defence of the bill, which be concluded by moving 
the previous question. On an earnest appeal from 
Mr. Steenrod, however, he withdrew the demand. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, then delivered 
dn animated appeal against the ruinous conse- 
guences which must instantly follow to this Dis- 
trict, should the bill be rejected. He avowed him- 
self the friend of credit, and said he had voted for 
HY sub-treasury not to destroy, but to give it sta- 

ility. 

Mr. Ryall, of New Jersey, made a short speech 
in most decided opposition to the bill; but if it 
must pass, he was for Mr. Pelrikin’s amendment. 

Mr. Underwood spoke for the bill, urging the 
distress which must ensue should it fail. Mr. U. 
in the close moved the previous question. Mr. Pe- 





trikin moved to lay the motion on the table. 
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Mr. Underwood withdrew the call for the pre- 
vious question, on condition that Mr. Weller, of 
Ohio, who obtained the floor, should renew it, 

Mr. Weller spoke for some time with greatani- 
mation in opposition to the bill, and had not con- 
cluded wheu the house took a recess. 

Evening session. On leave given, Messrs. Banks, 
of Virginia, Johnston, of New York, Chapman, of 
Towa, aud Boyd, presented memorials; which were 
appropriately referred. ew 

On leave given, Mr. Jones, of Virginia, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported back, with 
amendments, the senate bill more effectually to se- 
cure the public money in the hands of the officers 
and agents of the government, and to punish pub- 
lic defaulters; which said bill, on motion of Mr. 
J. was referred to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union; and, together with the amend- 
ments, was ordered to be printed. 

The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the senate extending the charters of the Dis- 
trict banks, under certain restrictions, for the term 
of two years. Thequestion being on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, Mr. Weller continued his 
remarks in opposition to the bill, (giving way to 
explanations from Messrs. Andrews, J. Davis, of 
Penn. and Johnson, of Md.) and concluded at ten 
ininutes past 5, by calling on all those friends of 
the administration who were sincere and orthodox 
in their political sentimentson the subject of the 
banking systei, to rally now and vote against the 
bill, And Mr. W.in redemption of his pledge to 
Mr. Underwood, renewed the demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. Jenifer and a number of other gentlemen 
appealed to Mr. Weller and Mr. Underwood to with- 
draw the demand. A momentary scene of excite- 
ment followed, which resulted in the release of Mr, 
Weller from the pledge imposed on him by Mr. 
Underwood, and in the withdrawal of the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. Jenifer then addressed the house in an ener- 
getic appeal tothe sense of justice of the house 
towards thedisfranchised people of this District; 
and deprecating the attempt to make this a ques- 
tion of party, and adverting to the deplorable re- 
sults which must immediately follow unless this or 
soine similar bill should be passed. 

He was followed by Mr. Salstonstall in some re- 
marks illustrative of the injustice which would be 
done to the people of this District by the adoption 
of the amendinent, and by the refusal of congress, 
the local legislature of this District .to pass the bill. 

Mr. Sleenred obtained the floor, and, amongst 
other things, went at some length into an examina- 
tion of the moral and political sins of the banking 
institutions of the United States, and of the swind- 
ling propensities by which (he said) they were 
characterized. 

Mr. Hubersham then moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Rice Garland moved a call of the house; 
which was not ordered. 

Mr. Cave Johnsom moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. Briggs asked the yeas andnays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were yeas 87, nays 104. 
So the bill was nof# laid on the table. 

The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question. There was a second, and the 
main question was ordered to be taken. 

And the first branch of the main question was 
onthe amendinent to the amendment as proposed 
by Mr. Cooper, of Ga. and which provides that 
from the present time the said banks shall issue no 
notes of less denomination than $10; that from 
and after the Ist of January next, they shall pay 
no notes of less denomination than $20; and that 
from and after the Ist of June next, they shall 
issue no notes of less denomination than $50; and 
also a further proviso, that in case the said banks, 
or either of them, shall refuse or fail to pay their 
notes in specie, on demand. of any person, such 


, person may have remedy by judgment and execu- 


tion at law, at a notice of ten days, before any jus- 
tice of the peace of said District. 

Several divisions of the question were ordered, 
the first being on restricting the present issue of 
notes toa denomination not Jess than $10. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 110, nays 99. So the first divi- 
sion was agreed to. 

And the question recurred on restricting the is- 
sues, from and after the Ist of January next, to 
notes of a denomination not less than $20. 

Mr. Jonathan Taylor moved that the house ad- 
journ; the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 70, nays 113. So the house re- 
fused to adjourn. 

The question on the second division was then 
taken and decided in the negative: yeas 83, nays 





99. Sothe second division was rejected. And 
then, at half past 7, on motion of Mr. Petrikin, the 
house adjourned. 

Thursday, July 2. On motion of Mr. John Davis, 
of Pennsylvania, the journal of Tuesday was so 
ainended as to allow his vote (which had been ac- 
cidently omitted in a certain case) to be entered 
thereon. 


Mr. Adams, from the select committee to whom 
had been referred the memorial of the American 
Philosophical society, requesting the aid of govern- 
ment in carrying on a series of observations, asked 
leave to make areport. Mr. A. explained that the 
reason why he was desirous to make the report at 
this time was, that the report concluded with a reso- 
lution making an appropriation to carry out the ob- 
ject, which it was proposed to make in the shape of 
an amendment to the army bill. Mr. Petrik ob- 
jected to any amendment of the kind. i 

Mr. Adams said he must then move a suspension 
of the rule, and he asked the reading of the resolu- 
tion with which the report concluded. It was read, 
as follows: 

“Resolved, That the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars ought to be appropriated for the establishment of 
five several stations, at suitable distances from each 
other, for making observations of terrestrial magnetism 
and meteorology, conformably to the invitation from 
the Royal society of Great Britain to the American 
Philosophical society at Philadelphia, and other learn- 
ed societies in the United States; and that the said sum 
should be placed under the direction and at the dis- 
posal uf the secretary of the navy, for the fulfilment of 
those purposes, he to account for the expenditures 
thus authorised to the treasury of the United States.” 

Mr. A. having explained that he did not intend 
to press the question on the resolution at this time, 
but wished simply that the report should be laid on 
the table and printed—Mr. Petrikin withdrew his 
objection. And the report and resolution were 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The unfinished business of the moining hour was 
declared by the chair (which was occupied during 
the whole morning by Mr. Briggs, of Massachu- 
setts) to be the following resolution heretofore re- 
ported by Mr. Bell, trom the committee on Indian 
affairs: 

‘Resolved, That so much of the resolution of this 
house of the 7th of March last as declared the expe- 
diency of suspending tne further execution of the Ist 
and 2d clauses of the 4th article of the treaty made 
with the Winnebago Indians in 1837, be rescinded.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. Bell, Petrikin 
and Ramsey, Mr. R. moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was determined in the affirmative, 
yeas 88, nays 82. 

The call of the committees for reports was then 
continued (commencing where it had been sus. 
pended ona foriner day) and a number of reports 
were made, of which an account will be given 
hereafter. 

The morning hour having expired, the house, on 
motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, proceeded to the 
orders of the day, anid resumed the bill to extend 
for the term of two years the charters of the seve- 
ral banks iu the District of Columbia. 


The question immediately pending was on the 
third branch of the amendment to the amendment 
of Mr. M.A. Cooper, which provided that from and 
after the Ist of June next no notes should be issued 
by said banks of a less denomination than $50. 

And the qnestion being taken, it was decided in 
the negative: yeas 83, nays 106. 

The question then recurred on the fourth branch 
of the ainendment to the amendment, namely, the 
proviso that the notes of the said banks should at 
all times be redeemable in specie; or that, on fai- 
lure thereof the charters should be forfeited. 


And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 107, nays 76. 


The question then recurred on the last branch of 
the amendment to the amendment, to wit: the pro- 
viso that “in case the said banks, or either of them, 
shall refuse or fail to pay their notes in specie, on 
demand of any person, such person may have re- 
medy by judgment and execution at law, at a notice 
of ten days, before any justice of the peace of said 
district.” 

And the question being taken, it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 76. 


The question then recurred on the original 
amendment, (offered by Mr. Petrikin). It pro- 
vides so to amend the bi!l ag to make the president 
and directors of each of said banks, jointly and 
severally, in their individual capacity, liable for all 
notes issued, or debts contracted by said banks re- 
spectively, from and after the day this act goes into 
elfect; that me 8 chegeetat and directors making such 
dividend should, in their individual capacities, be 
liable for double the amount thereof on being sued, 














&c, that no dividend should be made during the| 


suspension of specie payments; and, also, that the 
jurisdiction of justices of the peace be extended to 
all actions against said banks for any amount not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. 

A division of the question was ordered. 

Mr. F. Thomas hoped the house would indalge 
bim with the permission to say a word of explana- 
tion on this amendment. Objection was made by 
several voices. 

And the question was then taken on the first 
branch of the amendment, to wit: the liability of 
the president and directors—and it was decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 92, nays 90. 

The question was then taken on the next branch 
of the amendment, namely, that no dividend should 
be made during the suspension of specie payments. 

[This division was called for by Mr. Adams]. 

The vote stood: yeas 145, nays 25. 

And the question was then taken on the third and 
last branch of the amendment, namely, that an 
president and directors making such dividend should 
be liable, in their individual capacities, for double 
the amount on being sued, &c.; and that the juris- 
diction of justices of the peace should be extended 
to all actions against said banks for any amount not 
exceeding $100. 

The vote stood: yeas 94, nays 78. 

And the question then recurring on the adoption 
of the amendment as amended—Mr. Wim. Cost 
Johnson (on leave} moved to lay the bill onthe 
teble. He should regard the vote on this motion, 
he said, as a test vote; and he had submitted it in 
order that he might, if the motion prevailed, intro- 
duce the bill heretofore reported from the commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia of this house, to 
continue the corporate existence of the banks of 
the District of Columbia to the 4th of March next, 
and until further legislation: provided that the said 
banks resumed specie payments when a majority 
of the banks of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, should do so. 

Mr. Turney then gave notice that he should ob- 
ject to the introduction of the bill. 

Mr. Johnson thereupon said, that as it would re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to get in the bill, and as 
he had no hope of success in such an effort, he 
would withdrawn his motion to lay the present bill 
on the table. 

And the question again recurring on the adoption 
of the amendment as amended, Mr. McKay asked 
such a division of the question as would embrace 
Mr. M. 4. Cooper’s proposition to restrict the issne 
of notes to a denomination of not less than $10, 
and to cause the charters to be forfeited on refusal 
or failure to pay specie. 

Mr. Andrews submitted that the question of the 
adoption of an amendment, as amended, ¢ould not 
be divided. The chair decided that it conld. Mr. 
Andrews appealed from the decision. Mr. Graves 
asked the yeas and nays, which were not ordered. 
The house was here ina great state of confusion, 
The chair said he would call gentlemen by their 
names unless they took their seats, and he was re- 
sponded to by several voices, ‘do it, do it.”” Some- 
thing like order having, in a few moments, been 
restored, the chair stated the ground of his deci- 
sion, that a division of an amendment, as amended, 
could be ordered. Some conversation took place 
on a point of order between the chair and Mr, 
Graves. Mr. Andrews wished to be informed what 
would be the effect if the house were to negative 
the amendment as amended, after having once 
agreed to it. The chair said the effect would be 
that that part of the amendinent as amended would 
not be agreed to. And the question, “shall the de- 
cision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
house??? was then taken, and decided (by tellers) 
in the affirmative: ayes 94, noes 31. So the deci- 
sion of the chair was sustained. 

The clerk having then again read the division, 
called for by Mr. McKay, Mr. Graves, under the 
decision recettly made, called for a division on 
every distinct branch of the amendment as ainend- 
ed; and the chair ordered it. 

And the chair announced the first branch to be 
on that part of the amendment, as amended, which 
resiricted the issue of notes to a denomination of 
not less than $10. And the vote having been de- 
clared to be yeas 96, nays 76—The chuir announce. 
ed that this branch of the amendment, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

And the chair announced the second branch to be 
the proviso that the notes of said banks should at 
all times be redeemable in specie, or that, on fai- 
lure thereof, the charters should be forfeited. 

The vote stood: yeas 101, nays 73. And the 
chair announced that this branch of the amend. 
ment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The third branch having been announced to be 
the proviso that, in case the said banks should ree 
fuse to pay specie on demand, persons so concern- 
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ed should bave remedy by judgment and execution 
at law on ten days’ notice before any justice of the 
peace of said District—Mr, Holleman hoped the 
yeas and nays would be dispensed with. They had 
already been taken on these various propositions. 
Mr. Morgan hoped that the decision which the gen- 
tleman and his friends had made would be carried 
out. The chair said that, by general consent, the 
yeas and nays might be dispensed with. Mr. Ogle 
objected. And the question being taken, the vote 
stood yeas 88, nays 70. The chair then announced 
that this branch of the amendment, as amended, 
was agreed to. , 

And the question next recurring was on ordering 
the amendments to be engrossed, and the bill to a 
third reading. 

Mr. Tillinghast sent the following amendment to 
the clerk’s table. It was read for inforination, but 
declared out of order, the previous question having 
been ordered: 

Provided, however, That the new provisions, penal- 
ties and forfeitures herein enacted, in relation to the 

ayment of specie on notes and obligations of said 
faaks now outstanding, shall be in furce from and 
afier the first day of October next, and not befure; but, 
in the mean time, the said banks shall be, in all re- 
spects, subject to the existing laws, and to all the other 
provisions of their respective charters, providing reme- 
dies in case of the non-performance of any contract or 


obligation.” = 
So the question again recurring on ordering the 


amendinents—Mr. Cushing asked to be excused 
froin voting, and proceeded to assign his reasons 
why he could not vote either on one side or the 
other. 

In doing so, he was interrupted by Messrs. Clif- 
ford, Vanderpoel and Turney, on the ground that he 
was making an argument, and not assigning brief 
verbal reasons as prescribed by the rule. Mr. C. 
insisted on bis privilege. Some little confusion 
followed on the question of order. 

And the chair had just expressed the opinion 
that Mr. Cushing was going to the extreme of his 
privilege—that the chair had not thus far, however, 
felt constrained to interpose, but hoped that the 
gentleinan would not extend bis remarks. | 

When several gentlemen having given notice 
that it was now half past 2 o’clock, the house took 
its usual recess. 

Evening session. After the recess the house met, 
and the pending question being whether Mr. Cush- 
ing was or was not in order in the remarks he had 
made just before the recess— 

Mr. Clifford insisted that the chair should pro- 
nounce its decision. 

The chair, (occupied temporarily by Mr. Briggs) 
after some conversation, decided Mr. Cushing to 
have been out of order. ; 

Whereupon Mr. Clifford objected to Mr. Cush- 
ing’s proceeding without leave of the house 

Mr. Cushing took an appeal; but, after a good deal 
of desultory conversation, consented to withdraw 
his appeal, and to forego his intention of proceeding 
further in his remarks. ' 

The question then recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill and amendments for a third reading. Mr. 
Chinn moved a call of the house; but the previous 
question having been ordered, the chair decided the 
motion not to be in order. 

The amendments having, at the request of Mr. 
Adams, been again read, Mr. Linn Boyd moved to 
lay the bill and amendments on the table; but after- 
wards withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Lincola took an appeal from the chair’s deci- 
sion that a call was not in order; but after a discus- 
sion on order, the decision of the chair was sustained: 

as 105, nays 84. 
The atiegtios on the third reading of the bill again 
reciuring, it was decided by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: yeas 69, nays 90. So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson asked leave to introduce a bill 
froin the committee for the District, to continue the 
corporate existence of the banks in the District of 
Coluinbia. Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, objected. 
Mr. Johnson moved for the suspension of the rules, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. Keim tnoved 
to lay this motion on the table; but soon after with- 
drew the motion. The question then recurring on 
suspending the rules, it was decided by yeas and 
naysas follows: yeas 94, nays 86. There not being 
two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Holleman wished to make a statement. Mr. 
Proffit objected. Mr. Holleman moved to suspend 
the rules to introduce a new bill extending the char- 
ter of the banks for two years, for the sole purpose 
of winding up their affairs, and restricting the, banks 
from doing any thing else. The question being put, 
the yeas and nays stood as follows: yeas 155, bays 
18. So the rules were suspended. _ ee as 

Mr. Holleman having slightly modified his bill, it 


ther it nade no distinction in favor of the Patriotic 
bank, which never had suspended specie payments? 
Mr. Holleman replied that it did not. 

Mr. Underwood gave notice of his intention to 
offer the following amendment in case the bill of 
Mr. Holleman should not meet with favor: 

“That the several acts of congress creating and grant- 
ing charters to the several banks in the District of Co- 
lumbia which were in force on the Ist day of July, 
1840, be, and the same are hereby continued in full 
furce for the term of two years from and after the 4th 
day of July, 1840; Provided, however, That no one of 
the existing banks shall declare or make any dividend 
of its profits among its stockholders during the time it 
fails to pay specie oe its notes: And provided further, 
That all the profits hereafier made by any one of the 
said banks over and above six per cent. upon its capi- 
tal, clear of expenses, shall be paid over to the corporate 
authorities of the city in which such bank is located: 
And provided further, ‘Vat said banks shall severally 
resume the payment of specie for their notes thrown into 
circulaticn within ninety days from the said 4th day of 
July, 1840.” 

r. McKay proposed another scheme. Its gene- 
ral outline was to continue the corporate existence 
of the banks to the Ist of January next, they not to 
exceed their present amount of discounts previous 
to that time, and after then to make no new loans, 
and after the 4th of March to emit no bills. 

Mr. Thomas suggested sunury objections to Mr. 
Holleman’s bill, and suggested the adoption of a bill 
exactly similar to that under which the affairs of the 
Union bank of Georgetown were wound up. 

Mr. Holleman, afier a brief reply, moved the pre- 
vious question. The call was seconded, 80 to 61,: 
put, and carried. And the question being on the 
second reading of the bill, Mr. Underwood moved to 
strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
the substitute quoted above. Mr. Clifford deinanded 
the previous question. But the house refused to 
second the cail: ayes 67, noes 68. 


Mr. Thomas then moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Underwood by inserting the bill for winding 
up the affairs of the Union bank of Georgetown, the 
names and dates alone being altered; suggesting 
that it would be best at once to make a final settle- 
ment of the whole question. 

Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, now made a powerful 
appeal against this whole proceeding, as evincing 
what the advocates of the sub-treasury really de- 
sired, viz: the destruction of all the state banks.— 
Mr. D. in conclusion, moved to refer the whole 
subject to a select committee to report to-morrow 
at 11 o’clock. 


Mr. W. C. Johnson addressed the house at length, 
giving his reasons why he could not vote for either 
of the amendinents. He concluded by demanding 
the previous question; but, finding that this would 
cutoff Mr. Dawson’s motion to commit, withdrew it. 

Mr. Vanderpoelreplied to Mr, Dawson with much 
warinth. 


Mr. Hopkins, of Va. obtained the floor, but 
yielded it teinpurarily at the request of Mr. Under- 
wood, who slightly modified his ainendiment. 

Mr. Holleman gave notice that, having examined 
the substitute proposed by Mr. Thomas, he entirely 
approved of it, and would, in consequence, with- 
draw the amendment he had before proposed. 

Mr. Adams rewunstrated on putting the specie- 
paying and non-specie-paying banks on the same 
footing. 


Mr. Dawson withdrew his motion to commit to a 
select committee. 

Mr. Hopkins then made a speech warmly remon- 
strating against the destruction of the District 
banks, and thereby oppressing and ruining persons 
who were unrepresented, and without remedy. 

Mr. Weller, of Ohio, obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion by Mr. Petri/in for an adjourn- 
nent. 

Mr. Morgan demanded the yeas an’ “ays; which, 
being taken, resulted as follows: yeas Ss, nays 73. 

So the house adjourned. 


Friday, July3. Mr. Jenifer wished to have 5,000 
extra copies of acertain document, in relation to 
the tobacco trade, printed. Mr. Petrikin objected 
and Mr. J. did not move a suspension; so the mo- 
tion was not agreed to; but, Mr. P. at length cen- 
senting to withdraw, the printing was ordered. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
bill to prolong the charters of the banks of the Dis- 
trict of Coluinbia. And the pending question be- 
ing on the adoption of the amendment offered by 
Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Weller, who was entitled to the floor pro- 
ceeded to make a speech in ardent opposition tothe 
bill. 

He was followed by Mr. Grinnell, of New York, 
in a very animated speech in favor of the bill. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson demanded the previous 





was read the first time. Mr. ddams inquired whe- 


question. Very great confusion arose—many ap- 


—_ 


pealing to him to withdraw, that they might speak— 
but he steadily refused. The call fur the previous 
question was seconded. 

Mr. Underwood’s amendment was then read and 
he demanded the yeas and nays uponit; which were 
ordered, 

The reading of the bill (viz: the bill moved by 
Mr. Thomas, and which is a transcript of the bill 
for winding up the affairs of the Union bank of 
Georgetown) was called for; and the bill, together 
with Mr, Underwood’s amendment thereto, was read 
accordingly. 

The roll was then called, and the yeas and nays 
resulted as follows: yeas 99, nays 71. So the amend- 
inent was adopted, 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill, 
as amended, to its third reading: ou which the yeas 
and nays being demanded, were taken, and resulted 
as follows: yeas 108, nays 69. The bill being at its 
third reading—Mr. W. C. Johnson moved the previ- 
ous question, 

Mr. Linn Boyd moved a call of the house, and 
demanded the yeas and nays, which were or¢.ered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 59, nays 
86. So the motion for a call was refused. 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to its 
third reading at this time,the yeas and nays were 
demanded, and, being ordered and taken, resulted 
as follows: yeas 118, nays 67. The bill was there- 
upon read a third time. 

The question being on its passage, Mr. Hopkins 
demanded the previous question. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the bill on the 
table; but, on remonstrance, withdrew the motion. 
Mr. Keim renewed the motion. On this question 
the yeas and nays were demanded, and, being or- 
dered, resulted as follows; yeas 70, nays 120. So 
the house refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried, and the main question being on the passage 
of the bill, the yeas and nays were demanded, and, 
being taken, stood as follows: yeas 115, nays 75. 
So the bill was passed. 

The qnestion being on agreeing to its title—Mr. 
W. C. Johnson demanded the previous question. 


Mr. Keim wished to amend the title, and sent his 
amendment to the chair to be read; but the reading 
was objected to. 

Mr. Turney demanded the yeas and nays on the 
oe ag question, but the house refused to order 
them. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried; and the main question being on agreeing to 
the title of the bill, it was agreed td” 

Mr. Hand then moved to reconsider the last mo- 
tion, to introduce the following amendment: 


“*A billto authorise special privileges, promote the 
circulation of irredeemable paper, and to sacrifice re- 
publican principles to the influence and expediency of 
unconstitutional corporations.” 


Mr. H. on this motion asked for the previous 
question, and demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. Much confusion ensued when Mr. 
H. withdrew his motion. 


Mr. Hoffman moved the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be request- 
ed to communicate to this house copies of any corres- 
pondence which may be filed, known to, or within the 
control of the navy department, between commodore 
Renshaw, the secretary of the navy, and other persons, 
concerning the pump and block maker at the navy 
yard at Brooklyn, inthe state of New York; and whe- 
ther any affidavit has been made by the said block and 





pump maker in relation to his poliucal opinions, and, if 
, 80, 0 communicate to this house a copy of said affida- 
| vit, and of every other paper or correspondence on file 

in the department, or within its reach or control, show- 
| ing that mechanics and laborers at the said navy yard 
have been employed, retained, or dismissed on account 
of their political opinions. 

Objection being made—Mr. H. moved to sus- 
pend the rules to enable him to offer his resolution, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. They were or- 
dered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 
101, nays68. ‘There not being two-thirds, the rules 
were not suspended so as to allow Mr. H. to offer 
his resolution. 


The house then, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Vir- 
ginia, went into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Lincoln in the chair), and 
on up for consideration the navy appropriation 

ill. 

Mr. Adams inquired as to the extent of the ‘im- 
provement and necessary repairs” in the different 
navy yards, and why there was so great.a dilfe- 
rence in the amounts to be appropriated for diffe- 
rent yards. 

Mr. Jones replied, and referred to the report from 
the navy department. 

The long enumeration of items in the contingent 
appropriation being under consideration, Mr. Adams 
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moved to strike out the-words ‘‘and for no other);had been maile as to the desolation, panic and pover- resulted as follows: yeas 93, nays 54. So the bill 


purpose whatevet,” as they amounted to a bur- 
lesque; the enumeration being so extensive as to 
embrace every Object iu nature. 

Mr. Jones replied; alluded to former acts, to long 
experience, and to the opinions of officers in the 
navy in support of the clause. : 

‘The committee of the whole having risen—Mr. 
Petrilein moved that when the house adjourn it ad- 
journ to Monday next. But before any decision on 
that motion, the house took recess. 3 

Evening session. Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, 
on leave, presented a memorial from the chamber 
of commerce of Charleston; which was referred to 
the committee on commerce. 

Memorials were also presented (on leave) by 
Messrs. E. Davies, Adams and Lincoln; which were 
appropriately referred. 

Mr. Petrican askeé action on a resolution offered 
previous to the recess, providing that when the 
house adjourn it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Afier some conversation, Mr. P. waived the pro- 
position for the present. ae 

Mr. McKay, on leave, presented certain joint re- 
solutions requiring the atlorney general to examine 
into the validity of titles to all lands purchased for 
the purpose of erecting arsenals and public build- 
ings; which were referred to the comuittee on the 
judiciary. 

The house again went into committee of the 


whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Jincoln, ot 


Massachusetts, inthe chair), onthe bill making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year 1840. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Adams to strike out from thetail end of the general 
item which appropriates $450,000 to defray the ex- 
penses of freight and transportation, stores and ma- 
terials, wharlage and dockage, and many other 
things, the restrictive words ‘tand for no other ob- 
ject or purpose whatever.” 

Which alter some remarks from Messrs. Adams, 
Jones, ot N. York McKay, Everett and others, the 
quesuon was taken, and the amendment rejected. 

Mr. Crary woved to strike out the item appro- 
priating “$4,250 for the necessary repairs to the 
naval asylum at Philadelphia,” and inserting a pro- 
vision requiring the board of commissioners to pre- 
pare and lay before congress, at the commencement 
of each session, the state of the votes of each mem- 
ber of the board on all the proceedings in relation 
to stores, equipment of vessels, and other matters 
connected with the naval establishment of the Unit- 
ed States, &c. &c. 

Mr. C. proceeded to address the committee on the 
subject of the alleged abuses of the board of navy 
commissioners; but had not progressed far— 

When the speaker resumed the chair to receive a 
message from the senate, announcing that the se- 
nate had pa sed a bill extending the charters of the 
District banks for certain purposes. 

On motion of Mr. #. Thomas, the house by gene- 
ral consent, took up the bill; which, having been 
twice read. 

And the question being on ordering it toa third 
reading— 

Mr. Jenifer spoke fora few minutes with great 
animation 1n reference to the arbitrary and despotic 
course which had been pursued by congress in rela- 
tion to the people of this District, and to the people 
of Virginia and Maryland, so nearly connected with 
them. He declared that the other branch of the 
legislature had disregarded the wishes eyen of this 
house, and had sent back a bill which they were 
compelled to adopt, since no alternative remained. 
They were about to do here what, as individual re- 

resentatives, they dare not do in their own states. 

hey were about to lay their hands upon the insti- 
tutions of the people of this District; they were 
about to establish ghe principle that they had the 
right to do here whatsoever they pleased; and why 
might not their next step be to lay their bands upon 
the slaveholding institutions of the District? The 
example had been set—the principal had been laid 
down, 

Gentlemen had been told, and might satisfy them- 
selves of the truth «f the fact from the documents, 
that two millions of money were due from the peo- 
ple of the District of Columbia to the lower coun- 
ties of Maryland and Virginia, which they would 
be bound forthwith to pay. What state legislature 
Was there in the union that would dare to pass a 
law of such adescription under such circumstances? 
He declared it to be an oppressive and a tyrannical 
act upon the people of this District—upon his con- 
stituents, and upon the constituents of gentlemen 
froin Virginia. 

Mr. Duncan went into a speech to show, amongst 
other things, how great an amount of bank capital 
there had been in this District in proportion to the 
popuiation, and declared that the statements which 





ty which would be brought upon the people of this 
District, to be a slander upon them. 

Mr. Francis Thomas moved the previous question; 
which was seconded. 

And the main question (being on ordering the 
bill to a third reading) was ordered, and, being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affirmative. So the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. 

And the question recurring on its final passage— 

Mr. Francis Thomas moved the previous ques- 
tion; there was asecond; and the main question was 
ordered. 

Mr. Leet asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were: yeas 126, nays 19. So the bill was passed. 

Mr. Wugner moved that when the house ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet on Monday morning at ten 
o’clock. 

Mr. Lincoln, remarking that whilst we were 
drinking our wine on the day of our national inde- 
pendence, we should not forget to furnish bread to 
those revolutionary soldiers who fought for and 
achieved it, moved to amend the motion of Mr 
Wagner by inserting that the house would, at 11 
o’clock to-morrow, proceed to hear and decide on 
the claims for revolutionary services, and of revolu- 
tionary and invalid pensioners. 

The chair (occupied by Mr. Sergeant pro tem.) 
declared the sae sa to be out of order. 

And the question was then taken on Mr. Wag- 
ner’s resolution, and decided in the negative: yeas 
76, nays 93. 

So the house refused to adjourn to Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the house 
again went into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union (Mr. Lincoln, of Massachusetts, in the 
chair) on the navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. Crary continued his remarks for a short time, 
and had not concluded when, having given way for 
a motiun to that effect, the committee rose, and the 
house adjourned. 

Saturday, July 4. There wasa ‘‘gathering” of 
the members this morning to the number of some- 
thing over a constitutional quorum; but any man 
with oue eye in his head might see that many of 
them did not intend to stay. 

Mr. Lincoln rose and said, that he did not per- 
ceive that the amendment which he had last even- 
ing proposed to the resolution offered to adjourn 
over to Monday had been insesi on the journal. 
He would not move any amendment, but he would 
now renew (in the forin of aresolution) the motion 
that the house would, at eleven o’clock, proceed to 
consider aud dispose of bills on the private calendar 
in favor of claims for revolutionary services and for 
revolutionary and invalid pensions. 

Mr. Stanly said he would like to amend the reso- 
lution by inserting that two days of next week 
should be set apart for the consideration of these 
bills. The house would soon be left without a 
quorum, and if any thing was intended to be done 
for the revolutionary soldiers, let the house take 
two or three days of next week, when a quorum 
was likely to be present, and not select a day when 
no good could be done. 

Mr. Dromgoole objected to the reception of Mr. 
Lincoln’s resolution. 

A motion was made that the house adjourn; which 
motion, by yeas 66, nays 63, prevailing—the house 
adjourned. 

Monday, July 6. The speaker laid before the 
house a letter trom the governor of Indiana, enclos- 
ing the resignation by Mr. Howard of his seat as a 
member of this house. 

Mr. Atherton moved to zo into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Tuliaferro and others warmly remonstrated, 
expressing a wish that the committees would be first 
allowed to report. 

Mr. Downing got Mr. Atherton’s consent to move 
for the printing of a bill brought in by him on no- 
tice, en:itled ‘‘an act to protect the lives and pio- 
perty of the people of Florida, and to bring the 
Seminole war to an end;’? which, on his motion, 
was read. 

Mr. Downing moved that the bill be referred to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the 
union. 

Mr. Cave Johnson opposed the motion, and moved 
the reference of the bill to the committee on milita- 
ry alfairs. b - 

Mr. Downing briefly explained the object of the 
bill; which was, to place the further prosecution of 
the warin the hands of the governor of Florida, 
with power to accept the services of volunteers, 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay iton the tadle; 
and on this motion he demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 
follows: yeas 78, nays 39. No quorum having voted, 
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‘the roll ‘was again called, when the yeas and nays | 
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was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Giddings, of Ohio, asked conseat to offer the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on ways and means 
be instructed to report a bill making such appropriations 
as they may think necessary to preserve such public 
harbors on Lake Erie from destruction as are reported 
by the secretary of war as having been injured by late 
storms. 

Objection being made—Mr. G. moved for a sus- 
pension of the rule; the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and, being taken, resulted as tollows: yeas 57, 
nays 86. So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Triplett, on leave, presented a memorial 
froin certain tobacco planters; which was referred. 

Mr. Pickens wished to offer a resolution for an 
appropriation of $25,000 for defraying the expenses 
of a survey of the northeastern boundary; but the 
house, on motion of Mr. Atherton, resolved to go 
again into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Lincoln in the chair), and resume 
the consideration of the navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. Crary resumed his speech in favor of ar 
amendment offered by him, proposing that the jour- 
nal of the navy board be presented to congress at 
the commencement of each session, and cortinued 
to address the committee till a quarter past twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, obtained the floor, 
but yielded it to Mr. Adams, who censured the com- 
sittee on naval affairs for not having eousidered 
and reported on the plan submitted by the secretary 
of the navy for the substitution of naval bureaus in 
place of a board of navy comwissioners. 

Mr. Reed then went intoareply to Mr. Crary’s 
speech, noticing the most prominent points, deny- 
ing his charges, demanding proof, and eulogizing 
the commissioners and the navy generally. 

He was followed by M. Hoffman, who while he 
admitted that there might be defects in the existing 
plan of a navy board, and professed himself to be 
prepared to examine the secretary’s plan for naval 
bureaus, (toward which his preferences leaned), 
repelled the charges adduced by Mr. Crary against 
the management of the navy and the construction 
and arming of our ships of war. and towered into 
a most eloquent and stirring eulogiutn on the glories 
of our naval achievements. He concluded at half 
past 2 o’clock, when the question being taking on 
the motion of Mr. Crary, it was rejected nem. con. 
The house then took a recess. 

Evening session. , The coinmittee of the whole on 
the state of the union (Mr. Lincoln, of Massachu- 
setts, in the chair) resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1840. 


And the second section being under consideration, 
Mr. Atherton moved to amend the said section by 
adding at the end thereof a provision that, for the 
purpose of replacing the said sum of $340,000 and 
$330,000 authorised to be so applied by the act of 
the 3d of March, 1839, the further sum of $670,000 
should be appropriated for the gradual improvement 


uf the navy, to be available alter the Istof January, 
1841. 


This amendment was alter considerable discus- 
sion agreed to. 

Mr. Reed offered an amendment (which was 
adopted) transferring to one head of appropriation 
all the appropriations for repairs of vessels, pur- 


| chase of timber and stores, wages of mechanics, &c. 


Mr. Atherton, from the committee of ways and 
means, offered an amendment re-appropriating 
$2,975 20 for the distribution of prize money 
among the officers and crew of the general Arm- 
strong; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Paynier offered an amendment appropriating 
$100,000 tor a dry dock at Philadelphia. 

The chair decided the amendment to be out of 
order. Mr. P. then put his amendment in another 
form, which the chair decided to be also out of or- 
der. Mr. P. appealed froin the decision, which, the 
question being taken, was sustained by the comwit- 
tee. 

Mr. Reed moved an amendment appropriating 
$60,000 for the construction of the third steainship 
provided for under the act of March 3, 1839. 

Mr. Habersham moved to amend the amendment 
by providing that the draught of water of the said 
ship should not exceed 16 feet, so as to make it 
suitable to the navigation of the shallow waters of 
the south, 


The question was taken and the amendment to the 
amendment rejected. 


And the question being taken on the amendment, 
no quorum voted. 
The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 


ported to the house the fact that the committee 
found itself without a quorum, 


Whereupon the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. * 

Bank or Vireinia. Yesterday being the first board 
since the adjuurnment of the stockholders, all the offi- 
cers under the cashier resigned as requested. The 
cashier himself refused to de so, and furnished his rea- 
sons fur so dving—ut what they are, we are not ad- 
vised. The old officers were re-elected, with one or 
two exceptions. [Richmond Whig. 


Tue Bank or Tae U. Srares or Pa. have decided 
to declare no dividend at present. 


‘THE BANKRUPT BILL which passed the U.S. senate after 
an able discussion, has, in the house of representatives, 
been laid upon the table without having been referred. 
‘The vote to that effect was ayes 10], nays 89. ‘This is 
its death blow. 


T'ue census of Cincinnati, as far as taken, indicate 
that the females out-number the males. The deputy 

arshal says— 
ml will pad with a statistic or two which does not go 
on my return to Washington, but may be of interest 
about home. I founda lady within this ward, who at 
the age of 29 had fourteen children, the oldest being 
born on her fourteenth birth-day!—And anather—a 
case more remarkable, in which her soa stood by her 
side within a few months as old as sie was when mar- 
ried, and the mother not yet 26! Need we be surpris- 
ed at the growth of the west.” 


Bosron—Its GRowrH.— The census, says the Boston 
Courier, shows that th: annual growth of the city was 
four times greater during the 46 years—1830 to 1835, 
than it was the 5 years—1335 to 1840, viz: from 1830 
to 1835, 17,211, and from 1835 to 1340, o.ly 5,793 in- 
crease. 


Casting BY GALvaNIsM. We do not knowin what 
better phrase to express the curious process discovered 
by professor Jacobi, of St. Petersburgh, Russia, a fine 
specimen of which may be seen at Dr. Chilton’s in 
Broadway. It is a large medallion of Franklin, in 
copper, made by the deposition of tne metal froin a 
solution, under galvanic influence. ‘lhe medallion is 
of course a pertect fac simile of the mould, or cast, in 
which it was made. ‘The various uses to which this 
discovery may be applied are innumerable, and of 
high importance in the artsand in mechanics. 

[N. Y. Com. Advertiser. 


Corron crop.—The Natchez Free Trader states 
that the prospects of the cottun crop, where the soil 
has suffered no inundation of the Mississippi, are 
grand beyond parallel. The growth has been uncom- 
monly rapid, and if the weather continues dry great 
quautities will be picked in the month of July. 


Corron MARKET. Charleston, July 4. The trans- 
actions in upland, bave been at more settled rates. ‘The 
sales are 1,696 bags, at 6 1-2 a 10 ceuts. 

Mobile, June 3). Since this day week, about 1,700 
or 1,800 bales have changed hands, at 6 1-4 for inferior 
to 9 1-2 for fair; no good and fine in market 

Liverpool, June 4. ‘Tiere has beer a fair inquiry for 
cottun to-day, and the sales are 5,000 bags, including 
609 on speculation, and 400 for export: the market still 

ary heavy. 
bar Ps ‘uh, Thursday. The sales of cotton to-day are 
5,000 bales, and since Friday 13,000 bales, with a fur- 
ther decline of 1-2d. per Lb. 


Darrmouts. Population of, as ascertained by the 
new census 4,091—increase since 1337, 133. 


Dacuerreotyre. An English editor says, “Tie a 
sheet of the photogenic paper to the tailof a kite—and 
when it comes down, you will have a daguerreotype 
view of the earth upon it.” 


Dearus, reported the last week at Philadelphia 103; 
at Baltimore 41. 


Droveut. There has been a parching drought in 
Nova Scotia the last month, proving destructive to grass 
crops. 

Emicrants. The Buffalo Tatler mentions the de- 
parture, from that place, for Wisconsin, of three dis- 
tinyuished Hungarians of noble birth, who have gone 
to Wisconsin to purchase a large tract of land. 


Jxcuance. Domestic exchanges at New York— 
Phinicinh 3 a 3 3-4; Balumore 3 1-4; Richmond 4; 
Charleston 3 1-2.a 4; Augusta 91-2a 10; Macon 11; 
Savannah 9 a 9 1-2; Mobile 111-2 a 12; New Orieaus 
8 a $1.2; St. Louis 9; Louisville 7 1-2; Cincinnau7 1-2; 

ashville 13 1-2. 

‘Bills on London 6 a 7; bills on Paris 5 39. 

Fiovr. At Boston prices had slightly improved, 
$475 a4 87 1-2; at Philadelphia, tresh ground $4 
62 1-2; a 4.75 at Baltimore prices advanced trom $4 50 
to4 56 a 4 62 1-2, and best brands 4 75; inspections of 
the week 7,573 barrels, inspections for the quarter e.id- 
ing 30 Juue exclusive of returns to the state 171,306 
barrels and 6,304 half barrels, 2,125 of rye; at Rich- 
mond, 4 59. 


Ex-presipent Jackson. The Nashville Union states 
that itis the intentioa of general Jackson to visit the 
Beersheba Springs in July, with a hope that their wa- 
ters may fovurably effect his health. 


‘opp mines. ‘T'he products of the southern gold 
a i for 1339, was about 400,00) dollars, and the 
whole amount produced since their discovery is about 
10,000,000 dollars. 


Gampuers. One effect worthy of notice has been 
produced by the shutting up of the gambling dens of 

















London, which is, that the erg cain of those places, 
some of them, at least, have been driven to the country, 
and even abroad, in search of subsistence. 


Harvestinc. The wet weather which we have had 
for a week past is unfavorable for securing the crops. 


LirHopeon is the name given by Dr. Mann,a respec- 
table surgeon dentist of Boston, to a certain cement for 
filling and restoring decayed teeth, supposed to be su- 
perior to any substance heretofore used for that pur- 
pose. It resembles pewter, and when applied to the 
tooth, it is so soft that it may be moulded by the fingers 
into any form, and’made to fill any crevices in the tooth, 
but in a few hours it becomes hard, and in twenty-four 
hours its consistency is so firm that it cannot be cut 
with a knife. 


Laveuun. The trial of Jefferson Griffith alias John 
Alexander, accused of murdering Thos. H. Laughlin 
on the 4th of May last, occupied the city court on the 
a ee He was acpuitted by the jury without leaving 
the box. 


_ “Mercepes of Castine, oR THE VOYAGE TO.CoTHAYy” 
is the title of a new novel by Cooper, Lee & Blanchard 
publishers. 


Mysterious. We learn by the steamer Cazar which 
arrived here yesterday from Pittsburg, that when she 
passed Cairo, some eight or nine dead bodies had been 
found there, floating in the Ohio. From the appearance 
of the bodies, itis supposed they were flat boatmen, 
who had met their deaths by some violent means. 

[ St. Louis Bulletin, June 17. 


MuskeT BALLS. A new mode of forming musket 
balls by machinery, instead of casting them, has been 
invented in England, and the process has been adopt- 
ed by the board of ordnance of Woolwich. 


Newsparers. There are in the United States 1,555 
newspapers, magazines and periodicals. Of these 274 
are published in the state of New York, and 71 in the 
city of New York. 116 are published daily; 14 tri- 
weekly; 39 semi-weekly; 991 once a week. ‘The re- 
rt mgs are perioica!s—semi-monthly, monthly or quar- 
terly. 

‘T'he number of stamps issued to the several news- 
papers in Great Britain, affords the means of determin- 
ing the extent of circulation of each paper. The num- 
ber of stamps issued to several of the London morning 
papers, from Jan. 1 to March 31, was as follows: 


To the Times, 1,230,000 
7 Chronicle, 525.000 
“Herald, 530,000 
“ Post, 230,000 


the Times averag re than 15,700 a day, and that it 
is greater than that of any other two papers taken to- 
gether, and that the amount of duty which it pays to 
the government exceeds £20,000 per annum. 


Potsontne. The Wellsville (Ohio) Gazette, of the 18th 
ultimo, states that sixty persons on board the steamboat 
New York, were recently poisoned by eating corn 
bread, into which some poisonous substace had found its 
way. No death occurred, but all who ate of it were ta- 
ken with a violent vomiting. 

The Cincinnati Chronicle furnishes some of the par- 
ticulars respecting this diabolical attempt. It appears 
that a warm discussion on the subject of abolition had 
been carried’on during the day, amungst the passen- 
gers, a large portion of whom were anti-abolition men. 
Ihe steward of the boat being unwell, employed a black 
man to bake the bread for supper; immediately after 
eating it the passengers were taken violently sick, with 
vomiting, &c. ‘The black man was immediately ex- 
amined, who acknowledged his guilt; and that he in- 
tended to have poisoned all the passengers. He was 
then confined in the steward’s room, but in the confu- 
sion of the moment he jumped out of the window, and 
it was not known whether he was drowned or had 
reached the shore. 

There were two kinds of bread on the table, and it 
was soon ascertained that those who had not eaten the 
corn bread escaped. Every alleviation possible was 
afforded to the sufferers, many of whom it was feared 
tor a few days would not recover; none, however, have 
died. Amongst the sufferers was the rev. James F. 
Clarke, pastor of the Unitarian church at Louisville, 
who lay one or two days very sick in Pittsburg, from 
tne effects of the poisun, but has since resuined his 
journey. 

The above took place near Marietta. Portions of the 
Sonn 78s have been brought to Cincinnati to be ana- 

yzed. 


PosrmasTERS. Mr. Page has been reappointed post- 
master at Philadelphia, and also Nathaniel Green at 
Boston. Mr. Lynch, postmaster at Pittsburg, is super- 
seded by James Morehead, esq. 


Provinence, R. I. including both sides of the river, 
contains 23,000 inhabitants. 


From this erat appears that the circulation of 


Ratt Roaps. The London and Birmingham railway, 
112 1-2 miles in length, by its crossing the hills in deep 
cuts or tunnels, cust $27,090,090, or nearly $250,000 
per mile. The receipts of this magnificent line of rail- 
way, were forthe week ending May 2d, £15,236, or 
$75,000, making the annual income at the same week- 
ly receipt, $3,900,000, or nearly fifteen per cent. upon 
the cost. ' 

Recently a train of cars a quarter of a mile in length 
was transported over the rail road from Liverpool to 





Manchester by two locomotives. The weight of the 
train was 600 tons. 


Satem Townsuie, N. J. contains a population of 
2,002 inhabitants. 


Stocks. U.S. bank at New York 71 3-4a72 1-4; at 
Philade!phia 73. 


Steam. The steam engines in England -are com- 
peed to perform labor equal to seven millions four 

undred and eighty thousand men; and by o erating 
on machinery, equal to one hundred millions of men. 


Streamers. The capital invested in steam vessels in 
England, is about £8,000,000. The steamers belong. 
ing to Britain amount to 850 or 900, comprising about 
170,000 tons, and 70,009 horses power. 

Experiments have been continued in London with 
the screw-paddle for steam vessels. The Archimedes 
steamer had several races with other steamers, and lost 
nothing in the trial. 

The steamship Natchez arrived at New York on 
Tuesday, in 7 days from New Orleans, with 113 pas- 
sengers. 

‘The day was when it would have been thought a 
miracle to stem the Mississippi's current from New 
Orleans to St. Louis in ten days and a half. Yet we 
have this from the St. Louis (Mo.) New Era of the 12th 
instant: 

“The steamboat Meteor, capt. Dunnica, arrived at 
this port yesterday from New Orleans. She left that 
port last Saturday, and has made the trip in five days 
and five hours. We are indebted to the clerk for 
papers to the 6th instant inclusive.” 

_ Lhe Corsican sunk. The New Orleans papers men- 

tion that the steamboat Corsican, capt. Cox, which left 
on Sunday for St. Louis, when a skort distance above 
Baton Rouge, met with the accident of breaking her 
main shaft. This so affected the machinery that the 
fly wheel flew off, and a part of it passed through the 
bottom of the buat, causing her to sink immediately. 
The passengers and crew had barely time to save 
themselves. The cargo, consisting principally of sugar 
and salt, (and probably the boat), will be a total loss. 


SqurrrEL HUNT. The Troy (N. Y.) Budget states 
that 21,000 squirrels were recently killed at Gratton, 
by two parties of sportsmen. One party killed 12,000 
and the other 9,000. 


Syracuse. By the new census the aggregate popu- 
lation is 6,111. In 1830it was 2,565; 1835, 4,203. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. The Catholic movement at 
Philadelphia is progressing. ‘The Inquirer says, that on 
Sunday evening, after an eloquent appeal from the rev. 
Dr. Moriarity, at St. Juseph’s Catholic church, two 
hundred and fifty-five persons took the pledge; and on 
the preceding Sabbath, two hundred and fifty pledged 
themselves to observe the required rules of abstinence— 
— a totul of more than five hundred at St. Jo- 
seph’s. 


Togacco. The Baltimure Price Current of the 7th 
says: “I'he demand for all descriptions of Maryland 
tobacco still continues very animated, and sales are 
readily effected at about the same prices as ruled last 
week. The sales comprise nearly all that reached the 
market, so that the stock in the hands of the commis- 
sion agents is not allowed toincrease. We continue to 
quote common $3 50a$4 50; middling to good $5a%6; 
good $6 50a$8; and fine $8a$13. Onio has _lso beenin 
brisk demand, and sales of upwards of 300 hhds. have 
been made at prices ranging from $5 25a$9, for infe- 
rior to good and fine. Within the last two weeks, not 
less than 4,000 hhds. have been shipped, of which 1,700 
hhds. are intended for Rotterdam. 

Richmond, July 4. Tobacco has declined full 50 cts. 
per 100 Ibs. market dull, especially for consmon to mid- 
dling leaf. We quote lugs $3a$4; leaf, common, $4 1-2 
a $5 1-2; middling $6a$7 and $7; good and fine $8 1-2a 
$11; extra manufacturing $10a$10 1-4. », 

It is estimated that the crop of tobacco in Virginia 
last year, will reach 40,000 hhds. the largest crop made 
in the state for fifty years past. 

The growing crop of tobacco is also most abundant; 
that of Virginia is estimated to be 50,000 hhds.; of Ken- 
tucky nearly the same; and of Maryland and Ohio, 
about 34,000 hhds. With so heavy a supply, prices are 
well sustained, the general sales at the inspections being 
from $33-4 to $11 per hundred. {The small stock held 
in Europe induces shippers to pay these prices. — 

[Furmers’ Register. 


Woot marker. A Boston paper of the 13ih ultimo 
says: ‘The new clip has not as yet begun to come into 
market to any extent, nor do we learn that there is any 
movement amongst the growers. ‘The wovlen_ busi- 
ness continues to be in such a depressed state, that 
manufacturers are disposed to buy but sparingly, an 
at low prices. More than one-half of the woolen ma- 
chinery in New England is not in operation; conse: 
quently, there will not be the usual demand for woo 
this season. It should be borne in mind, that prices 
quoted are for sales made on the usual credit of six 
months, and when commissions and guaranty are paid, 
which, with interest and other charges, will amount to 
ten per cent. at least on the cost of the wool. About 
10,000 New South Walessheep skins with the wool on, 
were disposed of, price not transpired. Prime or Saxo- 
ny fleeces, washed, lb. 45248; American full blood, 
washed, 40245; do. 3-4 do. 46; do. 1-2 do. 35a38; 1-4 and 
common do. 32a34; Spanish sheep, RF and S; Smyrna 
do. washed, 25a30; do. unwashed,12a15; Bengasi, do. 9 
al0; superfine northern pulled lamb, 42a45; No. 1 do. 
do. 35a40; 2 do. do. 23a25; 3 do. do. 18220. 
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